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PREFACE. 



The writer of tbe following pages, 

having had occasion to visit Odessa 

during the summer of 1824? found 

some difficulty in obtaining informa- 

Vtion as to the best route thither. 

i He proceeded to Calais; and, with 
ffr^e map of Europe for his guide, com- 
^ menced his continental peregrination, 
^and is induced to publish the narrative 
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VJ PREFACE. 

of his journeys out and home, under 
the idea that future travellers may find 
the details useful^ and that, to the ge- 
neral reader, they may prove not al- 
together uninteresting. 

A succinct history of Odessa will be 
found in this work, together with some 
observations made during a residence 
of three months in that remarkable 
city. A correct Itinerary is added, in 
which each stage is marked from Calais 
to Odessa, and thence by Vienna to Paris j 
the distances being calculated in French 
pastes^ German miles, Russian werstes^ 
and English miles. 

No attempt is made to describe 
paintings, or the collections of works 
of art, which abound in many of the 
cities on the route. Notices of all these 
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are contained in the Guide-books, and 
other useful and entertaining volumes. 

The letters from which extracts are 
given were addressed to a near relative, 
and were not intended for the press. 
The writer, therefore, craves the indul- 
gence of his friends, and of the public, 
for the numerous imperfections which 
will, no doubt, be found in this little 
production : his sole object having been 
to convey useful information, blended 
with whatever amusement may be de- 
rived from his personal adventures du- 
ring the journey. 
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eic. 



LETTER I. 

Cologne, 18lh July 4824. 
MY DEAR C****, 

I avail myself of a day's detention in this 
city, to tell you that I am thus far on my 
journey. 

Soon after my arrival this morning, and 
whilst I was taking some refreshment, in- 
tending to remain about an hour, the 
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landlord of the hotel came to me, and an- 
nounced that my caiTiaf]^e required some 
repairs. On examination, I found that one of 
the wheels was slightly injured; but that all 
could have been set to rights in a very short 
time, and I begged that the work might 
be commenced immediately. ^^ But, ^ said 
mine host (a Frenchman), " But, Sir, I have 
" the honor to inform you that this cannot 
^^ be done to-day. ^ And the answer to my 
^* why ? ^ was, " Because the city of Cologne 
^^ is so very Catholic, that the artisans are 
^^ forbidden to labour on a Sunday. " 

Now, although in a city through which 
there is so much travelling, a workman might 
surely have been found to do the needful on 
such an occasion, I did not consider it worth 
while tQ dispute the point; for, not having 
enjoyed any rest since quitting Calais, me- 
thought it might be quite as well to halt. So, 
having given strict orders that all should be 
ready by eight o'clock in the morning, I 
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TO ODESSA. II 

obtained the assistance of a guide^ and peram^ 
bulaied this ancient city,— saw a body of very 
fine Prussian troops, on parade,— visited the 
churches, and, in short, filled up the day as 
advantageously as I could. 

The person who accompanied me said 
that he had formerly resided in London ; and 
he entertained me more frequently with the 
history of his adventures there, than with a 
designation of the curiosities of this ci-devant 
Capital of the Grand Duchy of the Lower 
Rhine s*— I will, in some measure, fellow his 
example, by giving you an account of my 
own proceedings since I quitted M— — , 
which I did at six in the morning of the 
1 2th instant; and travelling rapidly over the 
thirty-two miles to Hyde-Park-Comer, reach- 
ed Uie Tower Stairs by a quarter to ten. Put- 
ting off in a wherry, I was soon on board the 
Lord Melville steam-packet, which almost 
immediately got under way for Calais. 

Changed indeed was my position from what 
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it was eight days l>efore I I had not, at that 
time^ the most remote idea of removing from 
a tranquil country residence to so bustling a 
scene ; much less could I have imagined that 
I should so soon be pursuing my course to a 
distant part of the worlds charged with an 
important mission, the success of which was 
<o depend entirely on my own exertions. — 
There was something exciting, and suited 
to my disposition , in the idea of finding my 
way to the shores of the Black Sea ; for, al- 
though such an undertaking was not of ah 
extremely arduous nature, yet there were 
difficulties to be surmounted which would 
call forth that spirit of inquiry, and demand 
those energetic measures, whereby travel k 
rendered interesting and useful. 

You know, that, during my short career^ 
it has often fallen to my lot to visit foreign 
countries ; and now that I was fairly ship- 
ped, — "in good order, and well -condi- 
tioned" — on board the vessel which was to 
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convey me to the point whence I intended to 
commence my long journey, I indulged in 
those feelings of affection for my native land 
which are naturally predominant on such 
occasions. 

Again I beheld myriads of richly-freighted 
vessels wafted on the bosom of our fer-fiimed 
river, towards the emporium of the world :— 
again my heart glowed with national pride, 
on viewing the splendid palace where our 
gallant sailors enjoy the comforts to which 
their services entitle them ; and every other 
object which struck my eye, as we steamed 
along, confirmed my opinion, that, amongst 
ill e various countries I was on the point of 
traversing, I should not see one — take it 
for all in all — ^superior to my own. 
, We had a very fine passage and arrived 
at Ga^is at eleven at night. 

I will not trouble you with an account of 
my divers researches concerning the best 
method of proceeding — suffice it to slate the 
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resnlt—^i^.-^that I parcbased a small Grer-* 
man caleche fbr 24'* sterlings and decided 
on travelling post from the commencement j 
a course I was aware it would be necessary 
to adopt wben farther advanced on my route* 
These arrangements detained me until five 
p. M. on Tuesday the i3th of luly^ at which 
hour my contin^atal journey commenced. 

I have passed through Dunkerque^ Lille^ 
Tournai^ Bruxelies^ Louvain^ Maestricht^ and 
Aix-4a-Ghapelle. Fain would I have spent a 
day at Brnxdies, where I resided for some 
months^ soon after the battle of Waterloo. 
I should have enjoyed a reminiscence ; but it 
wasjny duty to push on. 

At Aix-la-Chapelle I managed to go through 
the rooms^ where gaming is carried on, al- 
most without intermission, from ten' in the 
morning until the isame hour at night. These 
rooms are very handsome. I also visited the 
Cathedral ( which is undergoing repair) and 
saw the chair of marble on which the em- 
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beilmed body of Cbftrlemagae was foiind, in 
a sitting posture, three hundred years after his 
death. This chair has served as a throne for 
several emperors at their ooronations : *«-on 
those occasions it was> of course^ covered 
with costly materials. 

Some extraordinary relics are preserved in 
this Cathedral; but they are exhibited only to 
crowned heads. Perhaps a crown^iecej or 
at all events halfsk sovereig^n, might have iU'- 
duced the guardians of these sacred remains 
to expose them to my plebeian gaze^-but I 
bad neither time nor coin to throw away, 
and therefore contented myself with the 
pleasures of imagination. 

As I was traversing the nave, a quantity 
of mortar fell from the roof, and a cracking 
noise was heard^ foliowe<l by a strange sound, 
as though a gong bad been forcibly struck. 
The few persona who were in the Cathedral 
rushed towards the doors in llie utmost con- 
sternation . It turned out that a poor mason, 
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\irfao ^as working on a stage^ suspended by 
ropes from the lofty ceiling, had fallen into 
the organ, and was killed. 

At Aix la Chapelle I changed all my French 
money — ^which had answered every purpose 
in Belgium — for Prussian coin. 

I witnessed an amusing scene at the table" 
d'hdtej where I dined to-day. Amongst the 
guests were three genuine gourmands : — I 
was informed that two of them were priests, 
and that the third was a wealthy indivi* 
dual, who had amassed his large fortune 
during the late war, as a contractor, or some- 
thing of that kind. This last was the treater ; 
the two priests, the treate^^. 

They dine frequently at the table d^kSte, 
and usually remain over the bottle till about 
midnight. Their conversation consists ex- 
clusively of quaint remarks on the good things 
of this world. I left them at six o'clock, and 
returned from my stroll at about nine. The 
triumviri were still seated at one end of 
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TO ODESSA. 17 

the long dimng-table^ sipping their hock.. 
The only outward sign that I could discover 
of the party having ^^of liquor good store'' 
was, that the face of one of the holy men (a 
joUy-fat-friar.-looking person ) . was rather 
more rubicund than before. The contractor's 
eyes glistened additionally too. As for the 
other priest, he was as pale as ever. These 
worthies were sparing of words, and the few 
they did. let fall were articulated in an under 
voice. . They were as calm and collected as 
when they first sat down to dinner — ^yet 
many a bottle had they cracked together. 

But what excited my surprise was, that 
each of the gourmets had a large uncooked 
Westphalian ham placed before him ; and 
that, from time to time, he took it up, smelt 
it, and then sipped his wine. Occasionally 
a puncture was made in one of the hams with 
an iron skewer, which was withdrawn, and 
hastily applied to the nose: — then the said 

ham was passed from one to another, to have 

2 
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a similar operation performed by each. All 
was done with the utmost gravity, and I con* 
eluded that this was a refinement in luxury pe* 
euliar to Germany ; that the Westphalian 
ham was a sort of olfisictory olive, to give 2est 
to the Rhine wine* I could hardly keep my 
eonntenance. 

Presently the landlord entered. The smok« 
ed hams again went round in succession : a 
council seemed to be holding on some knotty 
point ; a conclusion was come to, and ( to 
sum up all) I discovered that the politic 
landlord was about to purchase one of the 
hams, and had submitted its selection to the 
decision of these good judges, who were to 
partake of the same when cooked. 

Mesti^ not the only advantage I have de- 
rived from my sojourn here; for I find there 
is a new road to Hessen Cassel, by taking 
which I shall avoid going round by Frankfort, 
and economize about 45 English miles. 

J have scribUed over a good deal of paper. 
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without giving you much information. You 
shall hear from me again by the first iavour- 
able opportunity. In the mean time^ and al- 
ways, believe me to be, etc., etc., etc. 



9... 
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LETTER IL 



l^mama, 96tli July 1814. 



MY DEAR C***% 

On leaving Cologne on the 19th Instant^ 
J took the new road to Hessen Caasel, where 
I arrived on the 21st at two a. m.^ and left 
at six p. M. 

Wilheimshohe^ the residence of the Elec-- 
tor^ is an interesting place — the grounds are 
very fine. 

I ventured to enquire a little concerning 
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Jerome Bonaparte : he is generally well 
spoken of. 

Some curious stories were related to me 
about the electoral prince^ who does not ap- 
pear to be a great favourite. A certain Count- 
ess de Reichenbach^ his iavourite^ is said to 
be the cause of divers domestic as well as 
public evils. As I was quitting the residence^ 
his Highness passed up the avenue in an 
open carriage. I made my bow> but he did 
not deign to notice it. Accustomed as we 
are in England to the kind and gentlemanly 
condescension of our own Princes, this haur- 
teur appeared strange to me. ''They ma- 
nage these things^' differently (I can't make 
the quotation complete by sayiug '* better * ) 
in Westphalia. 

The association of the name of Jerome Bo- 
naparte with Westph^lia called to my recol- 
lection ^me droll lines I onc^ met with, and 
which I will endeavour to transcribe for your 
amusement : 
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NapofeoQ one day took young Jerome Midey 
And whispered, '< As you have Ibrsaken yoilr bride 
** On purpose to please your Imperial brother ^ 
** For granting that favour, I'll do you another. 
** Though in face like a Jew, yet I know you love pork, 
** And as with the Prussians Fve finished my work, 
*' rn fpiwe you Westphalia—where yon shall be King, 
*^ Provided, each year to my table you bring 
'* A haniy fat and tender, of that country's breed, 
<' By way d a tribute — a small one indeed ! " 
Low bowed Royal Jerome — ^his whiskers he curled,— 
** Dear brothor,'* says he, *^ you, whoWe coaqsered die world, 
*^ Have a right (rom your slaves what you please to oemmand, 
^' So permit me to kiss your Imperial hand, 
*' And to say, when my tribute you sit down to eat, 
** Without T\irkexy you'll find 'twill be still incomplete. " 
Wen pleased vnth the hint, tho' in viands not nice, 
JBoaeyjvao^d up, and vowed he'd try hard for a slice. 



You see I canH forget the Westphalian 
hams. 

I had desired that letters might be ad- 
dressed to me at Leipzig^ where it. was my 
intention to rest for a day. Having merely 
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changed horses at Gotba and Weimar it is 

out of my power to describe those cities. 

You know that I studied the German lan- 
guage when a boy : — my recollection of it 
is, however, very slight. Nevertheless, I 
contrive to pronounce the words tolerably, 
and, by the aid of a German and English 
dictionary, which I have purchased, I can 
form such short and simple sentences as are 
necessary at the post-houses, etc. I frequently 
wish to make enquiries of the postillions, 
who in this country ride on the box, but 
though they readily answer my queries, 
I cannot, for the life of me, understand what 
thej say. My ear will soon become accus- 
tomed to the pronunciation, and, in the 
mean time, it is something to be able to read 
and comprehend the printed receipts for 
posting-expenses, which are presented at each 
stage {station). An odd charge is, for what 
they call schmier — it is termed schmiergeldt. 
This is for greasing the carriage-wheels, and 
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must be paid whether the operation be per- 
formed or not. At Weimar a man came out 
with a bucket of black cart-grease^ and a brushy 
and said to me ^^ TVollen sie schmieren?^^ 
Will you smear? as I thought. I answered no, 
nein. I did not wish to smear either myself, 
or any other person. 0^ explanation, I found 
he meant, would I like him to smear my car- 
riage-wheels. This I willingly let him do, 
and signified my consent by an unequivocal 
jruy mein hen\ 

It is very inconvenient to be continually 
entering, quitting, and re-entering the dif- 
ferent German States; for the monies and 
posting-regulationi differ in each. Thus, a 
stranger is thoroughly puzzled and inva- 
riably a loser. In two respects, however, 
there is a perfect similarity, whether you 
happen to be in Hessen-Cassd,' Saxe-Gptha, 
Saxe-Weimar, Saxony Proper, or Prussia, 
viz : — the slowness of travelling/ and the 
phlegm of the postillions, not one of whom 
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can be prevailed upon to exceed four miles an 
bour^ not including stoppages ; vrhicb may, 
on the average, be calculated as a diminu- 
tion of one. How different from our Tally- 
ho Coach from M — ! which, upon a pinch, 
as on the day of my departure, when the 
respectable proprietor was so good as to exert 
himself to oblige me, would go at the rate 
of eleven miles an hour. 

In vain have I bestowed on these Ctermans 
the endearing epithet of Schwager, and 
begged of them, in gentle accents, to advance, 
strengthening my mild appeals by the pro- 
mise of an additional trinkgeldty or pour^ 
boire BS the French would say. — ** Ya^ja*' 
and a momentary fillip to the steeds, is 
all I have been able to obtain. When I 
have made a more energetic remonstrance, 
iki^ya^yaj has been repeated, whilst a tran- 
quil puff from the pipe convinced me that 
all would end in smoke. Occasionally, when 
my coachman looked like a good-natured 
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cr<sature, I have mounted tbe box, and 
obtained permission to drive : but no sooner 
had I, by imperceptible degrees, as I thought, 
got the horses into a more reasonable pace, 
than the sckwager called upon me to rdn 
them in. The postillion has a bugle-horn slung 
across his shoulder — it is ornamented with 
a fine woollen tassel. When the horn has 
been sounded as we approached a town, I 
have expected that we should enter in gOod 
style—- no such thing— ^^ Use is second na- 
ture, " the animals do not move a whit the 
fester, but are as steady as their drivers : — nor 
can the notes be said to be those of prepa- 
ration, for the relays are never ready. 

At Leipzig I mounted the tower of the 
ehurch of Jablonowski, and from thence had 
a fine view of the field of the famous battle! 
of Leipzig which took place in i8i3. A mill 
where Napoleon took his station during the 
battle was pointed out to me; as wdl as a 
small village where he slept. 
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I -also visited the immediate neig^hbourhood 
where the gallant Prince JPaniatowski lost 
his life. In the evening I went to the theatre 
— Schiller's tragedy of Mary Queen of Sbots 
was perfoptning, but I understood scarcely a 
word of the dialogue. 

The Hotel de Saxe^ at-Leipzig, is^ a good 
house. I 'dined at the table d^hote^ where 
there was a very pleasant party of ladies 
and gentlemen; some were travellers like 
myself^ others^ inhabitants of the city. These 
tables d^hStey in Germany, are, to my mind^ 
far pleasanter than the reunions of the same 
description in France; especially those on 
the roads to Calais and other places of em- 
barkation for England; where the guests,^ 
being chiefly English going to, or having 
just left, Paris, the local information to be 
gleaned is very trifling. As the distance 
from England increases, the society becomes 
more continental — ^there is a greater mixture, 
and one hears something more edifying 
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than the worn-out topics of the Toolerees 
^^Palijr^Bojral'-^the Loo^^r, and all those 
fine sights. 

I reached Dresden yesterday evening. 

The study of Reichardt's '^ Guide des 
f^ojageurs en Europe " (a very useful work) 
informed me that travellers sometimes expe* 
rience difficulties on arriving at the Russian 
frontier^ from having neglected to get their 
passports countersigned by the Russian Am- 
bassador^ or Consul. 

Dresden being the last capital I should 
pass through^ I deemed it prudent to wait on 
the British Minister^ and endeavour to re- 
medy any omission of the necessary forms; 
for my passport was merely the usual one 
granted by the French Ambassador in Lon- 
don: 

Accordingly I paid my respects^ this nuMrn- 
ing^ to Mr. Morier, Envoy Extraordinary 
from his Britannic Majesty to the King of 
Saxony, and met vnth a ve)*y polite reception. 
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The Minister was so obliging as to give me a 
fresli passport^ which I got signed and offi- 
cially sealed by the Representatives of Rnssia, 
Austria^ and Pmasia, as *^bon pour h 
vojrage^ to Odessa. I was inFormed by 
Mr. Morier that there had been instances of 
travellers being obliged to retrograde from 
the Russian frontier in order to get the need- 
ful documents from the nearest capital. 

I have passed a couple of hours very 
agreeably in the celebrated Dresden gallery of 
paintings. The director was exceedingly polite 
in pointing out to me the most remarkable 
pictures^ seeing that I was pressed for time. 

There is a noble view of the surit)unding 
country from the tower of the Lutlieran 
Church : — it is a very fine building, and 
there are galleries round the interior of the 
dome which give it a grand appearance. In 
the Roman Catholic Cathedral there are some 
good paintings by Mengs. 

My valei de place made rather a curious 
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mistake^ in his anxiety to give me infor- 
mation. I imagine he bad but recently en- 
rolled himself in this nseful corps* 

Under one of the lateral altars is depo- 
sited the body of a saint; and the front of 
the shrine being of glass^ some tattered rem-^ 
natits of fine garments are perceptible^ as 
well as the grisly bones of a hand and arm ; 
whilst the rest of the skeleton, though co- 
vered with a cerecloth, is delineated with 
horrible correctness. The sacristan^ whose 
duty it is to explain, having been called^ for 
a moment, to another part of the church, the 
valety who spoke French, took this task on 
himself, and affirmed that the remains were 
those of our Saviour! and that the altar- 
piece ( the crucifixion ) confirmed the asser- 
tion ! 1 endeavoured to convince him he 

had been misinformed — ^but without success ; 
his pertinacity was, as usual, proportionate 
to his ignorance. ^^ C*est pourtant le corps 
*^ de JesuS'-Christ^^ said he. When the sa- 
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ci\istan returned and went through his re- 
gular description^ it came oiit that what we 
saw were the relics of St. Constance ! The 
poor Ciceix^ne looked somewhat confused 
when he found that the glass-case contained 
the remains of a female saint. I have heard 
many bold assertions about relics, but this 
was certainly new: 

Though the above is a traveller's story I 
assure you it is a true one. 

The public gardens and promenades of 
Dresden are beautiful* 

To-morrow morning I shall start again,- 
and my journey will, in all probability, be 
completed in less than three weeks from this 
time. It is rather dull to be thus quite 
alone, but I console myself with the Spanish 
adage — Mas vale solo que mal acompa-- 
hado — /. e. It is better to be alone than to 
have an unpleasant companion. 

Farewell then for the present, etc. 
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Caacow, 5th August 1814. 



I was in high spirits on leaving Dresden 
on the 27th of last month — ^my passport was 
arranged — the weather fine — my trunk well 
listened behind my caleche with a stout 
chain^ screwed tight by means of a machine 
something like the handle of a street organ^ 
and secured by a padlock. My firm resolu- 
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tion was to travel night and day until I 

should reach Cracow^ or perhaps Lemberg. 

We changed horses at about seven in the 
evening at Lobau^ an interesting neighbour- 
hood; for it was the scene of some of Bona- 
parte's achievements. — One of his favourite 
generals^ Mouton^ takes his title of Count 
Lobau from this place. The next station is 
Gorlitz^ distant three German miles and 
quarter, or about fourteen English miles ; 
it was midnight before I arrived. 

At Lobau^ whilst the horses were being 
changed, I conversed with the postmaster^ 
who was admiring the security with which 
my portmanteau was attached to the carriage. 
J explained to him the clever machinery of 
the A-e^^e^ or chain. 

The ro^d to Reichenbach, a town about 
half way, and where the Saxon territory tern)i- 
nates, is very bad. We halted there for 
half an hour to refresh the horses. It was a 
very dark night; and I was not at all pleased 
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vfith the driver. After leaving Reichenbach, 
the road became worse. It was either a 
succ^sion of ugly ruts or a deep sand ; at 
one part^ indeed^ I could not help thinking 
we had quitted the high road. The postillion 
appeared to me to be intoxicated, or over*" 
come with drowsiness, for he nodded and 
swayed about on his box almost constantly; 
nnd altogether his manner was most strange. 
I still think the fellow went out of the 
main road, and now all is ov^r, I compare 
my situation to that of Raymond when ( as 
related by the romantic Lewi^ ) benighted iii 
the German forest^ and at the mercy of ban- 
ditti who were in league with the postillion. 
Not that any Baroness of Lindenberg was 
saved by my watchfulness or prowess ^ nor has 
my tender heart been stolen — but my port- 
manteau has disappeared. 

I became sensible of my loss at Gorlitz, and, 
at day break, stated the case to the burgomeis^ 
ierof that town, M. Neumanfi, Who rendered 

5.* 
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me every assistance, and recommended me to 
return to Lobau, and endeavour to discover 
some traces of my property : he appointed a 
gendarme to accompany me, who was the 
bearer of a written invitation to the authori- 
ties, to aid us. I found a person who spoke 
a little French, and engaged him to go with 
me as interpreter. 

Behold me, then, on my way back ! At 
•Reichenbach the douaniers, whose duty it is 
t© examine the baggage of travellers on pass- 
ing the frontier, assured me that the trunk 
was behind the carriage when we left. The 
officers at Gorlitz had declared, in an equally 
positive manner, that no such thing was there 
when I entered that town ; consequently it 
must have been abstracted on the road between 
the two places. There it was thit the postil- 
lion conducted himself so strangely, and that 
my whole attention was called towards him i 
for he seemed stupified, and I expected an 
overturn every moment : no doubt the thieves 
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"were labouring in their vocation at that time. 
On arriving at the post-house at Lobau^ and 
explaining the cause of my return^ Schwar> 
the postillion^ was brought before me ; but 
my interrogations and threats produced no ef- 
fect : the postmaster seemed rather disposed to 
excuse the man than te assist me^ This was 
decidedly wrong, for he had been inebriated^ 
or feigned to be sa, and consequently ought to 
have been reprimanded, for the sake of future 
travellers. We made every enquiry on our 
return, but to no good purpose. 

Perhaps it was as well that I did not disco- 
ver whcit was going on ; for had any suspi- 
cious noise reached my ears, I should, natu- 
rally, have tried to defend my property, and 
might have fared ill in the hands of the ruf- 
fians who swarm on the borders. We were dose 
to Bohemia, and I could not help ( when told 
that in all probability the booty had been 
carried off into that country ) associating in 
my mind the french term Bohemien^ and 
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gipsy^ "vvhich is synonymous^ yon know^ to 
tbief. Apd yeiy vihen I think of the i^>a- 
nish Gkana, the BanderiUero^ at the bull*- 
Sgbts^^the gay aed g^racefiil Gitamt'^ixYi her 
epaulettes of golden buttons^ dancing the 
be^itobiog bqlei^o to the sound of the merry 
castanets, accompanied by the voice of some 
favoured swain, and enconraged by the clap- 
pv^ of hands in cadence; and the short, but 
fgiS(citiBg exclamations of their companions, 
(all gipsies) I feel it is something like a* 
lieresy to charge the German branches Qf their 
confraternity with having taken a laney to 
my wardrobe. Nay, nay, the robbery having 
occurred in the neighbomrbood of Bohemia, 
«ught not to make me guilty of a libel on the 
gipsies. 

I now made up my mind to think as 
little of my loss as possible, and finished by 
arranging to have it notified in the Gazette, 
ofieri'Ug a rewai:d to whomsoever would bring 
the trunk, and its contents, to M. Neumann, 
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who wa»ao kind as to promise to bttVeit sent 
toHambiirg for shippingfto London^ in tbe very 
improbable event of its being delivered np. 

I bave learnt two useful things from thi^ 
adventure; viz. to have my portmanteau^ wben 
I aballbeso happy asf to get another, altiraya 
secured on the/}Y>/tf oftfaecatridge^ or placed 
inside if possible; niid not to be too ebmnitt- 
nicadve as to the nature of my fastenings. 
Perhaps if I had not enlarged on the superio- 
rity of my chain aend machinery, when talk- 
ing with the postmaster at Lobau^ attention 
would not have been attracted to my koffer, 
( as the Germans call it ), which might have 
been supposed to concam property of great 
value, seeing that such extra measures had 
been taken for its security. 

Fortunately my money and papers are 
saved— ibr my little writing-desk wasf in the 
carriage. I regret having sacrificed a whole 
day in returning to Lobau^ but, as fer as that 
efbrt went^ I think it was right to make it^ 
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I must not dismiss this subject without telliog 
you that my mishap has introduced me to the 
acquaintance of a most worthy man — ^M. Ge*- 
museusof Gorlitz. 

Wishing to purchase a few little matters 
)>efore quitting that town^ and my poor inter- 
preter not being very adroit^ I made enquiry 
and found put this gentleman^ who speaks 
french fluently. He keeps a large warehouse 
for different manufactures. I told him my 
story, and he was so kind as, to go with me ta 
one or two shops, but we could not get what 
I wanted. M. G. then pressed me very much 
to take any articles I might require, from his 
own wardrobe ; but I could not think of doing 
so. He urged me, however, in so unaffected 
and gentlemanly a way, that fearing to wound 
his feelings by declining altogether, I bor- 
rowed two articles of linen, and promised to 
return them from Breslau f I did so, and 
wrote him a letter expressive of my thanks 
for this truly christian act. I wa» a perfect 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TO ODfeSA. 4» 

straDger^ and had no claim on this amiable 
man's kindness^ beyond what the suggestions 
of his own fine mind established. When I 
offered him my thanks, he took occasion^ in 
the most handsome and deiicate way^ to say, 
that he felt happy in doing what he consi- 
dered a duty to a fdttow-creature^ and that he 
should himself have looked for similar con- 
duct, had he been in my place. Let me not, 
then, repine at my loss, since it has procured 
. me the great pleasure of knowing M. Gemu- 
seus of Gorlitz. The interpreter who accom- 
panied metoLobau was a German, and an ori- 
ginal in his way. He styled himself ;7m/e>^- 
seur de la languefraneaise; he stated that he 
had resided ten years in Paris, and he teaches 
french to severaLof the young people of Gor- 
litz : his dwelling is a miserable garret in an 
old house, without any other inhabitant. I 
do not pretend to speak french weU, conse- 
quently ought not to criticise others^ but, 
really^ I undet*stood very little that my com- 
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panion said. You wUL not think this so cx- 
traordinar;^ when I idl ydu tbat hit pro* 
noiinced : Qui, monsieur^wohy moBeer /-** 
Andthiau^o-fiil rehouse was almost the only 
one I could d>tain to my nmnecoos ({aeries » 
he stutteted too; so that we had a good deal of 
Usteoing^ and staring^ and shragfging^ and 
nodding^ but very little intdligence. He 
waS| boweter^ obliging^ and I was happy in 
ba^vin^ it in my power to make him a littfe 
present. 

The road from Gorlitz to Breslau is very 
sandy. A singular e£Eect is produced by the 
form of the windows in /die roofs of the 
bouses- in this part kA the country* These 
windows are made in the shape of an eye^ and 
a small projection of the tilea immediately 
above thenk imparts the character of a brow^ 
As you drive along, these eyes seem to be 
M^atehing you^ and the traveller inconstantly 
under a sort of architectural ^£i>vei7&z/ictf. 

The wheels of the carts used on these sandy 
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road» axe very high and narrovr ; many of 
the waggons are made of basket-^work. 

BresUu,. the capital of Silesia^ is an interest- 
ing city* I followed my usual plan of mount* 
ing a lofwer^ andwasr^aid for the tronhk 
of ascmdiiig that of the Protestant ckircli^ 
St. Elisabeth^ fay a magnifficeat prospect. 

I fooDd my way to a cotrvent of Uss«:£iic 
nwa»^ and had an opportunity of conrersiDg 
with the lady-abbess, who is tery old^ and of 
tioble Sunily. After her departure I had the 
pkasore of seeing a young and beautiful lady, 
of whom I purchased two specimens of flowers 
curiously worked on paper. Tfaisyoung fedy 
is not a nun^^ but hod been edticated in the 
convent. She is related to one of the com^ 
municy ; she spoke french very wdil> and 
took a» opportunity of telling me that the 
young persons who are placed' in this convent 
to be educated are treated with the utmost 
severity by the religieme who has charge of 
them. 
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I certainly think that convents are not the 
most eligible establishments for the formation 
of the minds of young people who are after- 
wards to mingle with the world. Their ideas 
most^ to say the least^ become circumscribed^ 

and thus the novelty of mundane society is 
too striking to be consistent with their happi- 
ness or safety. As to a life of complete.sedu- 
sion^ you know bow contrary that is to my 
opinion of what ought to be. 
. There are some handsome public walks 
and gardens at Breslau ; the inn I sojourned 
at is good ; some of the buildings are fine ; 
there are a number of churches both Catholic 
and Protestant. I went over the ci^evani 
Jesuits' college. 

As I wish to give you a true apcount of 
what I may see and learn , on this journey^ I 
am constrained to mention^ that at Breslau I 
heard a very unfavourable description of the 
habita of the Poles^-^mongst whom I was 
about to travel. The landlord of the hotel 
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informed me that even tlie higher classes are 
filthy in the extreme ; that they are consider* 
ed as nuisances in the inns, and that when<- 
ever a plausible exci»e can be made for d^ 
dining the honour of their company, it is 
inyariably availed of. 

Brieg is a handsome town-— yon enter it 
through a gotbic gate — ^the roads in the neigh- ' 
bourhood are extremely sandy; and the post-* 
boys often say, on commencing the stage, 
viel sandty mein fee/r— ^^much sand, sir.** — 
This I consider as an indication ( and the r^ 
suit always confirms my opinion ) that in ad- 
dition to the usual tardiness^ the evil is to be 
encreased by a heavy road. There is a good 
deal of tobacco grown hereabouts. The pea- 
santry in Silesia are civil and respectful ; the 
poor women appear to work very hard ; it is 
quite distressing to see them doing all the 
drudgery, and their persons totally neglected. 

The boundaries of the different states are 
marked by wooden barriers* each of which^ 
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eonsistsof a long pole that crosses the road, and 
israisedbya yery snnplenackiiMry wbmcar* 
riages pas»--?these barriers are paiated difFe^ 
rently so as to designate each particular terri** 
tory : thus^ the coloars of He8se&'4]assel are 
green and white— -of Saxony red and white, 
Prussia black and white^ etc., etc* 

At Oppeln I entered a Jewish inn for the 
first time. In the miserable and filthy bedHroom> 
into which I was ushered^ a notice was affixed 
to the wall, stating, that many robberies ha- 
▼ing been committed in the inns, persons are 
recommended to be carefol ; to lod^tbe door 
on leaving the apartment, and to consign 
any valuable property they may have, to the^ 
care of the master of the house ; otheiwise he 
will not hold himself responsible. This, added 
to the wretched appearance of all around, is 
not very cheering ; for it shews that one is 
about to pass through localities abounding iU' 
rogues. What a consolation to know ( as I 
did, thanks to those who had already so un-* 
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ceremoniously ligfatmied me of some of my 
worldly cares ) that one had but little to lose ! 

The vromaa-^senrant at this inn, a mise- 
rable looking ereaturcy kissed my hand with 
great fervour when I gave her a piece of mo- 
ney-*^! rather think that the domestics in the 
houses of entertainment in this part of the 
world do not receive even the most insignifi- 
cant he from those on whom they attend.*-^ 
This does not aocord with our english ideas ; 
perhaps, on our side of the water, we some- 
times rnn into the opposite extreme. I dare say 
you will remember the waiter at Cheltenham, 
who spumed at my sixpence, tendered as a 
recompense for having handed us a sand- 
wich and a glass of wine and water : hfs 
contemptuous look, and insolent speech of ^^I 
hope you don't mean to offer me this, sir " — 
at the same time turning my poor tester aboctt 
in his band ; which I was weak enough to 
exchange for a shilling. 

I noYT perceived that I was entering upon 
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a part of the country which would present 

some novel features. ' 

The houses^ or huts, in the towns and vil-* 
lages are, for the most part, built of trunks of 
trbes laid on each other; the interstices being 
filled up with mud, or rough cement — ^the 
logs are blackened with smoke, which finds its 
way from the interior through numerous aper- 
tures. The roofs are very generally covered 
with shingles, as is the' custom in the West 
Indies. Sometimes there are rude wooden 
piazzas before these miserable dwellings ; and 
large uncouth wooden spouts project from the 
roofs to carry off the rain water, which feUs 
like a cascade into the street. The habita^ 
tionsand the inmates exhibit signs of extreme 
poverty. 

At Tost there is a picturesque ruin of an old 
castle ; the road from thence to Tarnowitz is 
bad beyond description. The carriage was 
tossed about like a vessel in a gale of wind ; 
it had no sooner righted from a deep rut on 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TO ODESSA. 49 

one side, than down it -went on the other, 
and then pitched forward into a hole, full of 
black stagnant water. 

On board ship I alway3 get my sea-legs 
well established as soon as possible : here 
it is necessary to be dexterous with one^s 
land-hands, if I may so say. I have arrived 
at some slight degree of perfection in the 
management of my poor carcase — there . is 
nothing like, experience. Now by grasping 
firmly, with each hand, the straps at the 
sides of my little caleche^ 1 am prepared 
for a shock;, and rising scientifically at 
the critical moment, as one would when 
mounted on a. hard-trotting horse, I manage 
to coincide with the cushion; and thus pre- 
vent mj head from being driven through 
that oi the carriage : you will easily imagine 
what very pleasant travelling this must be; 
the worst of it is I have no one to laugh 
with. 

At Konigshiitte there are extensive iron* 

4 
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"yvorks:-— the country around iswfld-^-^the inn 

lilt this place is pretty good. 

From Tarnowitz to Dzieckovritz, and Irom 
thetice to Cracow, the road is vile. It is the 
Is^t PiHissian post/ and a long, wearisome one 
it isi 

i We stopped for an hoar at a comfortless 
place, a kind of faalf*way-house, to refresh the 
cattle. The postillion, who was good-natured, 
and active, pointed . out to me a young wo-* 
«aan*servant, and said, with great glee, Po^ 
ihch MademoiseUe I He was a Pole bim'« 
self, and no doubt, thought I should be 
struck with admiration at the sight of this mra 
fayis'. — ^I humoured the poor fellow by doffing 
«Qy cap to the lady^ aiid saying to him that 
the Demoiselle was sokone, or charming. 
She was copper-Coloured, rather ordinaryj 
and v^ry dirty, it is true — but the lad seemed 
to think her all perfection, and to be rejoiced 
at the opportunity of paying his respects to 
ber^ bard indeed must have been the heart of 
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that man who would bare refosed to give 
a kiad look^ and say an encouraging; word 
to the lo?ers^ for such I took them to be. 
Although this Maritornes was neither cleanly 
iior handsome^ her countenance beamed with 
good-humour, which sheds a lustre over the 
phinest features. 

Jewft abound in all the hamleta through 
which we passed. The peasantry are squalid 
and miserable in the extreme : they hare 
quite the Tartar physiognomy* The sheep 
hereabouts are small, dirty, and vermin^ 
looking. There is not the least appearance of 
jitt irpproaqh to comfort. 

The entrance to Cracow is horrible : the 

carriage was actually embedded in mud ; by 

the way-side are a number of wretched hoveb 

inhabited by Jews, who peered at us as we 

crept along. I shall be able to tell you more 

concerning these extraordinary people here* 

after. I am but just entering their land of 

Canaan. 

4.. 
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At length we reached the hdtel de Hongrie^ 
kept by a person of the name of Knorz. . I was. 
recommended to go to this house by the land- 
lord of the inn at Breslau, and found it an- 
swered the favorable description he had given 
•fit. 

Cracow is called a ^ree city, and is un- 
der the protection of Russia^ Austria, and 
Prussia. The word protection, as here ap- 
plied, brings to my remembrance part, of 
R olla's speech in Sheridan's play of Pizarro : 
** They offer us their protection, yes — such 
^^ protection as vultures give to lambs/' 

The public promenades are good — the. 
churches numerous and handsome. There is 
a theatre. As to the actors, I heard rather 
more of them than I liked ^ for some of them 
lodged in the room adjoining mine, and, at 
night, after, their return from exhibiting iu 
public, they kept up a discordant concert of 
talking, singing, spouting and laughing, until 
a very late hour; all which, though no doubt 
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very fine aiid very amusing to the' parties 
themselves^ was death to me, a way->ivovn 
traveller snatching at a night's rest. 

As we progress in life, so many anomalies 
cross our path that we cease to he astonished 
at any thing 5 still, I am not so completely 
proof against new impressions as to observe^ 
without some surprise, the bigoted Roman Ca- 
tholic and the unbelieving Jew bnought- sa 
immediately into contact with each other as 
they are in this city : they seem to go on 
cheek by jowl together ; perhaps the secret is> 
that their worldly interests do not clash in the 
same proportion as their respective creeds. 

In making use of the expression bigoted 
Roman Catholic, I do not mean to speak slight* 
ingly of those whose tenets differ from my 
own ; for I respect the feelings of all whom' 
I believe to be sincere, let their religious per- 
suasions be what they may . but we meet with 
certain things, now and then, which cannot 
fail to excite risibility or disgust j the latter 
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feeling being produced by tho effrontery (d 
such individuals, or communities, a^ endea-? 
vour topa$$ off theitioat ridiculous stories an4 
traditions for foots. I exjierienced^ in tbe live- 
fiest manner, tbe sensations just alluded to> 
on seeing, in one of tbe cloisters of tb^ P^mi* 
nican convent bere, a painting wbicb repr^ 
sents three Dcuniniean monlis, eacb sbortar 
by bis bead, virbicb sisiid bead be carries in bi» 
bands to deposit on an altar as ian offering t6 
tbe Virgin Mary ! In a field in tbe distance are 
oibers who are undergoing tbe delightful ope- 
ration of decapitation for tbe same praisewor-' 
thy purpose. 

In tbe cbapel of tbe stoie convent tbov^ is 
also a picture representing a lady praying be« 
fore an iitiage of our Saviour. Tht legend to 
wbicb this painting refers, describes, bow a 
lady of title entered tbe chapel at nigbt to 
pray before a crucifi^t wbicb is placed over the 
altar; and bow this devout lady wasso highly 
favoured, that Christ condescended to answer 
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•her prayers in person, and to enter into 
conversation with her!!! One would have 
thought that in the year of our Liordbne thou^ 
sand eight hundred and twenty»four^ such 
absurdities could not have been tolerated in 
civilized Europe. The most miserable ob-* 
jects are to be seen lying about the stepsi 
of the churches : in this city the contrast 
b^Weeu peuury and splendour is painfully 
striking. 

I believe it made a slight sensation that aii 
Englishman was passing through Cracow; 
for 9 having had occasion to go to a shop to 
make a small purchase^ a gentleman who en- 
tered soon after me^ took an opportunity^ upofi 
observing that I had a little difficulty in ex^ 
plaining myself^ to address me very politely^ 
and in good English^ offering to make my 
wishes known to the master of the shop. In 
the course of conversation^ he said that having 
heard that an English traveller had arrived^ 
and feding great respect for my nation and 
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lis institutions^ be had wished and endea- 
voured to meet with me, and was anxious 
Xo shew me every attention in his power. I 
could not feel otherwise than highly gratified 
and obliged. 

Mr. S... isa youngman of abouttwenty^- 
fiveehis physiognomy is very pleasing and 
intelligent : he was so kind as to accompany 
-me to the cathedral^ where^ amongst many 
rich shrines^ altars^ and chapels^ is the tomb 
,of Kobciusko. 

My Polish friend sighed as he pointed 
out to me the patriot's resting-place : — he 
evidently mourned over the fate of his 
country^ and was indignant at the atrocious 
partitions that have been made of it; but 
there was no bombast^ no violence^ in his 
.language or manner. 

Mr. S... has never been in England; lie 
is, however, well versed in the history and 
literature of our country : on our way to my 
hotel he did me the favour to invite me to 
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pass half an hoar with him at his apartments^ 
which I did, and was agreeably surprised to 
find that the chief portion of his small but 
select library was composed of the works 
of the best British authors. 

This gentleman speaks English almost 
without a foreign accent^ he informed me 
that he was self-taught^ and had perfected 
himself in the conversational part during his 
acquaintance with an Englishman who resides 
at Cracow, to whom he afterwards introduced 
me. I invited them both to take their coffee 
with me in the evening, and passed a few 
hours very pleasantly in their society. 
• Thus, you see^ that, notwithstanding all 
quarrels, and wars, and prejudices, the Bri- 
tish name is respected by the liberal and en^ 
lightened of all countries.— Here, on the 
banks of the Vistula, my title of Englishman 
was a passport to a heart panting for freedoin 
in the breast of a noble-minded Pole. I have 
not failed to express my sincere hope and 
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trust, that^ at no yery distant 4ay) Poland may) 
again take Jber rank as an indq^ond^t halifm;^ 
and that her long and severe trials and itim 
fiortanes may terminate in the amdioration; 
of the lot, not of the rich alone, but also o£ 
die htimUer and more afflicted classes^ Yfho, 
in proportion as their superiors become mora 
conscious of their own moral dignity, wtt)^ 
it is to be hoped, be allowed and enoottraged 
to emerge from the miseitiUe states to which 
lervitude, ignpraQce, alid pdyierty have re- 
duced ithem. This will be the true interesi 
of the patriote of Pdand ; for unless the coh'« 
dition .of the peasantry^ and lower dassei 
generally^ be improved'-^nnless the mass of 
the population feel thatthey possess something 
wortii struggling to maintain, they never cati 
be e:iipected to defend their hearths with 
that enthusiasm and constancy, which are 
the sole effectual barriers against the open 
or concealed attacks of powerful and wily 
toemies. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TO Odessa; sg 

For my comfort^ I am told that the imperial 
(Austrian) road from hence to Tamow is 
good. — ^Perhaps I may not be able to write 
again before my arrival at Odessa ; if possible, 
however, I will address you from Brody. — 
I am very anxious to complete my journey. 

Believe me to be, etc., etc., etc. 
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LETTER IV. 



Brody, ISOi August I8S4. 



Before quitting this curious place^ I will 
give you a sketch of my movemenCs since tny 
last letter of the 4th instant from Cracow ; at 
a short distance from which city^ a barrier^ 
painted ydlow and white, designates the en- 
trance into the dominions of the Emperor of 
Austria. 
. I regret very much that I could not spare 
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time to visit the salt-mines at Wieliezca. 
^^ On — On ^ was the word — ^and it was re- 
sponded to with an energy to which I had 
long been unaccustomed. The road is good 
all the way from Cracow to Tamow ( pro- 
nounced Tarnof ). 

I had a striking proof of the spirit of a pos- 
tillion during this day's journeys fbr^ the 
driver of a cart not having got out of his 
way so speedily as was desirable^ the brute 
stood up on the foot-board^ and whipped the 
poor fdlow unmercifully until he got beyond 
his reach : — no retaliation was offered by the 
carter. I cried out^ in bad German^ Qr- 
d&ing 2L cessation of this unwarrantable at- 
tack; but to.no purpose* 

. lit Dembiscaa there wi^re some Austrian 
s^ina stationed. They were very dirty. 

- WhUst changing horses^ my carriage waif 
invwiably surrounded by numbers of mendi*^ 
ca nts ; who were abj ect in the extreme. ■ At <mk 
«E the villages an old cunning4eokiQ|; Jaw^ 
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^ith a very long beard^ cawie up and aA- 
dre^sed me in English ; he said be had been a 
soldier in the York Rangers^ and had aenred 
*n the We^t Indies. 

The corn-fields had a rich appearance 5 
but the wretched peasantry^ the Jews, and 
imiseraUe villages^ formed a marked contrast 
to the <k)mfort and mirth so universal in our 
happy England at this season — ^the harvest- 
home. 

The country b^ween Dembiscaa ^nd Jaroa- 
law (the w is always pronounced like an ^ 
here, and I believe also in Russia) is very 
open : there is scarcely any wood ; it is ra- 
ther hilly. 

There is a tolerably clean inn at Jaroslaw, 
kept by one Johann Scheltz. I got a supper 
and slept there. 

" Three-fourths of the population qf Jarps«- 
law are Jews. The Polish postillions blow 
their horns much less discordantly than the 
Saxons and Prussians. These poor fellows 
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are very badly clothed; one of them, who 
wore an old hat with some hay stuffed in 
the top of it^ for want of a crown^ put me in 
mind of an Irish post-boy who once drove 
me from Passage to Cork. 

A troop of cavalry passed us one day; the 
men were singing an uncouth chorus; the 
horses were very indifferent^ and the soldiers 
shabby and dirty. The peasant women ii| 
the neighbourhood of Przemysl wear short 
light-blue coats, or jackets^ and their hair 
hangs down their backs^ plaited so as to form 
a long queue. 

There are some remarkable hills nearLem- 
berg. Wherever the name of a town termi- 
nates with the syllable bergy it signifies that 
hills or mountains are in its immediate neigh- 
bourhood. At the Hotel de Russie^ where 
I put up on the loth instant^ the accommo- 
dation was good. 

My letter of introduction to Messrs. 

procured me a Very cordial reception. 
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Letnberg ( or Leopold)^ the capital of Gal- 
lilzia^ IS a large city, and contains many 
handsome edifices : it is a place of consi- 
derable trade, in the different branches of 
which the Jews take an active part : they 
form a large portion of the population. This 
city and its vicinity are celebrated for many 
important events during the wars with the 
Turks. 

All the great commercial houses have a 
facteur^ as he is called, in their employ* 
This functionary is a respectable Jew, who 
is acquainted with all the rest of his tribe, 
and acts as a broker : confidence may be 
placed in him. I was much pleased with 
Meyer, the facteuPj who came by order of 
his employers to offer me his services. He is 
a man of about forty ,• fet, and well-liking — 
dressed like Shylock in the play, but the 
character of his countenance indicates the 
very reverse of the harsh and griping quali- 
ties one naturally associates with that name/ 



5 
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Meyer bargained for me; and I must te- 
cord that he remonstrated so warmly witb 
his co-religionists that in most instances 
they accepted the half of what they had ori- 
ginally demanded for their wares. This I 
thought very honest of the Jacteur; for^ as 
I was quite ignorant of the prices at I^m- 
berg, I should^ if left to myself, have pro- 
bably paid nearly what was asked. The 
Jews speak a corrupt German, as well as, 
generally, Polish and Russian. 

I have had a little conversation with an 
intelligent gentleman, concerning the pea- 
santry of the country ; and I find that their 
lot is as unhappy as their appearance is mi- 
^rable. 

You are aware that they are serfs; it is 
not to be wondered at, then, that th^y exist 
ija a state of moral debasement ; for such is 
^he natural consequence of slavery : their 
masters give them a hut and a small portion 
of land ; but the 3erf is obliged to work. 
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twO; three^ and sometimes four days in a 
week for the seigneur; nor can the peasants 
quit the estate vrithout the permission of 
ihe owner— nin feet, they form a valuable 
part of the live stock ! — It is true that in 
bad seasons, when they cannot support 
ihenKseive& and families, the proprietor is 
bound 10 coiitribute towards their main^ 
tetiance. 

I was struck with the resemblance, not 
only of the habits, but the physiognomy of 
these poor slaves to those of their black 
brethrea ii^ the West Indies. Like them, the 
Polish serfs have high cheek-bones, flat noses, 
and large mouths. I think the negroes are 
the best off — ^thoagh, God knows, bad is the 
best. When the means are within his reach 
the serf is addicted to drunkenness : — Well ! 
poor creature — he drowns his afSictions for 
a moment, and can we marvel at it ? This 
artificial stimulus having subsided i having 

no motive for exertion — no bright future 

5.. 
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ia perspectives-he I'emains supine^ abject^ 
and degraded. Even the clothing of these 
ill-starred beings puts one in mind of the 
West-Indian slaves; fon like the field-ne- 
groes (as they are called, ) the simple covering 
of many of them consists merely of a shirt 
or tunic, made of coarse brown linen, tied 
round the middle^ leaving the legs bare. 
Sometimes too (as I have seen in the Co- 
lonies) this garment is made of a coarse 
•chequered blue-and-white linen. - . 

The road from Lemberg to Brody is good J 
heiuQ the i^egular Ktijserlichs Chau3$ee or 
imperial causeway, and is made upon the 
same principle as our Macadamised roads. 

The scenery is interesting, and diversified 
with hills, wood, and water* The vivifying 
effects of commerce ar€ perceptible in the 
better style of the habitations, and something 
like an air of ease and comfort in the people : 
waggons, laden with merchandize, are con- 
tinually passing* . 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TO ODESSA. 69 

The nearer you approach Brody the mot6 
-dense does the Israelitkh population become ; 
nod I can assure you that dandyism exists 
among the young Jews to no i^nconsiderable 
extent. This is shewn chiefly in the mode 
of arranging the hair ; clusters of which, in 
the shape of what I have heard called 
corkscrew curls, are occasionally seen, well 
oiled, and evidently dressed with great care^ 
lisdUng from underneath a muff-looking cap 
on the shoulders : the fineness of the stuff 
of which the black gabardine is made is 
another mark i^ bon tort. ^ 

It was quite a new thing ta me to leave a 
large city and a good inn in the morning, and 
arrive in the evening at another g'f/^, where 
a night's lodging might be had. This I 
was told would be the case if I would drive 
to the B 6tel de Russie (or de Pack) at Brody, 
with which recommendation I cheerfully 
complied. 
' No sooner had I arrived than a host of 
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Jews entered ray apartmefit^ with ail sorts of 
goods for sale. The wealher was exceedingly 
saltry^ and the odour ol the exbalatiocs from 
the filthy persons of th^se merchatnts w^aa 
almost insupportable^ I was ebliged tai^aH 
in thie aid of xhefacteur of the hotel j who, 
by persuasions, tjireats, and something ap^ 
proaching to bloVvs, succeeded at length itt 
clearing the.room^ 

Brody is a iree towB> and about nt»e 
jpluglish miles frojli the .Riissiad frotitier 
ixi Radzie willow. 

I had a letter of introduction from my 
commercial friends at XeoUpiieig to their partner 
at Brody. This was very necessary, for, I 
was now about to rater on a new* career, 
and it wa^ important to hayc^aiace^s^o firsts* 
rale information and advice, as to the moat 
eligible mode of travelling. My b^ol^ of 
roads, vvhich has hitherto been so. useful^, 
does not contain any designation of the re* 
mainder of my route ; and, hereafter, the 
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little of German lore which I have brought 
dowQ from the dusty shelves of my memory, 
and which has been brushed*up by daily 
practice, will not stand me in stead : — for I 
shall be sun^nnded by Russians, Tartars, 
Moldavians, ele.^ etc. : every attention hag 
been paid me, and I shall get on very well, 
no doubt. 

Brody has a population of thirty tl)ousand 
souls ; — ^twenty five thousand of whom are 
Jews I— in iact this is quite a Jewish town ;. 
consequently dirty, busy, and fiill of plun- 
derers. 

Notwithstanding aU their faults, it is very 
interesting to see this ancient people nation- 
alised, as it were^ in this part of the world. 
Their costiune — features — movements, all 
produce a singiiilar effect ; and, as I walked 
out amongst them in the evening, accom- 
panied by an old patriarchal Jacteur, and 
observed their grave, yet anxious coun- 
tenances, I could not help feeling respect for 
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them on account of their misfortanes and 
the persecutions they have undei^ne ; nor 
attributing most of their unfavourable qualities 
to the moral impediment to improvement 
-which has for so many ages existed^ in their 
case, in the shape of that most insurmountable 
of all stumbUng-blocks — ii had name. 

Every one is surprised at the rapidity 
with which I have travelled, e^ecially when 
the delay on account of the loss of my bag^ 
gage is considered : it is not altogether the 
distance of ground gone over, but the badness 
of the roads, and other obstacles already 
described x added to which, I have been 
quite alone the whole way from London— r 
obliged to be continually on the qui.wve; 
frequently detained by formalities in crossing 
the frontiers of different states, without even 
a servant to look after the changing of horses, 
etc, which was occurring incessantly night 
and day, and very much increased my bodily 
fatigue. I would not recommend any one 
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to undertake such a journey as tfais^ without 
a domestic who understands the usages and 
languages of the various countries : persons 
of this description are to be. found in all the 
principal towns on the continent^ and may 
be engaged for the journey : if well re- 
commended, they may be depended upon; 
However^ I have been anxious to be as 
economical as possible, and these people 
require high payment. I persevered then ; 
and here I am — quite well and gay : I shall 
cross the boundary to-day, and hope to be at 
Odessa in a week from this time. 
> I have a letter of recommendation from 
hence to the Herr Carl von Giers, Directoi* of 
the Russian post-office at Radziewillow : he is 
described as a very amiable man, and has 
been requested to favour me witb all need^ 
fill aid and advice ^as to the best method of 
prosecuting the remainder of my journey. 
* It seems I must take my larder with me, 
( indeed I have already been obliged to do so 
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occasionally) for the only article to be met 
with in abundance at the halting^placea yiill 
be diri ; ao I have ordered a little provision 
to be packed ap^ and in an hour I shally 
be off. 

I had ahnost ibrgottett to describe my 
roofii at Pach's hotel ; it is on the^iind>-^ 
floorj and through the iron bars that guard 
the windov^ is seen a miry street. Sddom 
do I look out but two or thi«ee Jewish feces 
liresent: themsdives to my view^ and —quick 
as thought— 'an article of some kind is dssi- 
played for sale. The chamber is capaeioai 
aad arched ; there is a large poele, or stove^ 
in the cratre, made of white earthen-ware f 
it bears a dose resemblance to a tomb. 

In the d^isk of the evenings when several 
lank Jews^ in their black gowns^ had found 
their way into this vaulted chamber^ and 
were flitting about^ making divers en^^ 
getic appeals to me, and jmrring with each 
other-— enforcing their arguments by almost 
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frantk gestures^ oae ra%hl; unagme this to 
i>e a scene of the loqutntion, or olber dread 
tribiusal, and tliat an awful sacrifice was 
preparing by these familiacty (laniliar la 
more senses than one — say with your 
pockets) to be consummated on the sepulchral 
altar. 

I have had a visit from an English gen- 
tleman^ who is engaged in commerce^ and has 
resided some years in Brody. 

All my German money has been exchanged 
here; partly for ducats^ and for the rest 
the banker has given me an order on his 
agent at Radsiewillow^ to be paid in Russian 
bank-notes and silver. 

I have now told you all about myself; the 
details will, perhaps, be found rather dry^ 
but my object is to give you a correct ide^ 
of the country : — you made me promise to 
be circumstantial, and therefore ypu must 
pay the tax of reading all my blundering 
griffonnage. 
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My next will no doubt inform you of 
xuy arrival at Odessa^ and you shall have 
^^a round unvarnished tale" of my advenr 
iures on the way. 

Yours, etc. 
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Odima, 40th September 1884. 



BfYDEAR. 0***% 



. My. hasty letter^ dated the aoth of lusi 
moalh^ will have informed you that I arrived 
at Odessa on the evening of the igth. 
; I took my departure from Brodyat noon 
on the 1 2th August, accompanied by a young 
deputj /acteUr attached to the house ^of 
Messrs,—^ — He was instructed to mdnag;e 
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for the passing of my baggage at the bar^ 
rier at Radziewillow* The road from Brody 
to that place is very bad. 

Ott our arrival at the faarrier, vrUdi is 
painted with black and white streaks^ and 
edged with red^ the first objects that I 
remarked were two Kossaks, as sentinels^ on 
the Russian side. My facteur (or fac- 
totum) descended from the box^ and left me 
for a short time whilst he went to the Cus* 
tom-House, close at hand. Presently the 
bar was raised^ the carriage passed^ and 
behold me within the dominions of the Au- 
tocrat of all the Russias ! The value of my 
precaution at Dresden was now evident; 
for, without the signature of the Russian 
Minister, to my passport^ I should not have 
been allowed to cross the irontier* 

I was (^liged to go into the bureau to get 
my papers examined ; ray luggage was also 
subjected to a scrutiny : — ^all this was regular 
-^but having been called upon by the cun- 
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ping joung ^facteur tp pay a great Dumber 
of silver roubles to the Custooi-Hotise officers^ 
I remonstrated^ and was astared hy him> ia 
a mysterious tone and manner^ that they 
-Vvere allowing me to come off very easily^ 
Diid.that^ but for bis powerful protection^ I 
should not only have been detained many 
houi]s^ but have had much more to pay. I 
qijiicldy perceived that the rogues were 
playing into each other's hands : giving them 
to understand, therefore, that th^ should 
not see atiy more of my money, I claimed my 
baggage^ which you know could not be very 
heavy^ — ^got into the ealeche^ and gave 
orders to be driven to the bouse of the Di* 
rector of the post^flSce. That gentleman 
yi9» very obliging, and informed me that all 
persons whp wish to travel post in Russia 
mtis( have an ofHcial permission to do $o : 
this document is called a Podaroschna, and 
is granted on presentation of a passport, en 
regie, on arriving at the first civil government 
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6f Rttssia ; it tontains a desig^nation of the 
number of horses required^ and the place 
6f destination . A tax of one hopek a wersU 
for the whole extent of the route is paid oti 
receiving the Podaroschna. There would 
not have been any difficulty as to this, in my 
Case, but, as I did not speak the Russian 
language, and had not a servant with me 
who did, I was advised to make an ar-* 
rangement with one of the Jewish horse-> 
dealers of Radziewillow ; for it was probable 
that I might be awkwardly situated on the 
wild Steppes I was about to traverse, if t 
could not explain myself to the Russian pos- 
tillions and post-masters. I could un-- 
derstand, and make myself understood by^ 
the Jews, who all, as I think I have akeady 
mentioned, speak bad German. 

I could have wished to travel post, for the 
sake of speed ; but, as the other course was 
so strongly recommended, it seemed to me to 
be more prudent to yield to better judgment 
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than mine could possibly be : the track 
usually followed by the Jews is shorter, too, 
by nearly a hundred werstes than the re- 
gular post road, which goes round by 
Doubno, etc. 

I took my leave, then, of the Director, 
with many thanks for his politeness, and 
proceeded to the Hotel de St.^Petersbourgy 
kept by Mr. Jacobson, a German. 

The word hotel indicates something out 
of the common way, in this, as in other 
parts of the world ; but you must not ima- 
gine that this house of entertainment bore 
any resemblance to the York House at Bath, 
or the Hotel de Londres in the Place 
Vendome at Paris. I met, however, with 
great civility, and was ushered into a clean 
room. 

Having notified to the landlord my wish 
to make a bargain for horses, he sent for some 
stablekeepers j and in the mean time my 
ami intime, the deputy Jew facteur, who 
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never left my side, accompanied me to the 
dwelling of the agent of my Brody friends. 
This person, a Jew, was absent, but his wife 
changed my money, paid my draft, and 
urged me very much to take up my abode in 
their house for the night, bien entendu, that 
I was to pay for the accommodation; but 
it was my intention to be some werstes on 
my road before evening ; and being per- 
fectly satisfied with the Hotel de St.^Peters- 
hourgy I declined this amiable invitation. 

The head-dress of this Jewish lady was 
superb — being composed of a triangular 
something, a tiara if you wiU, all glittering 
with diamonds ; I cannot pretend to say 
whether these jewels were of the first water, 
they abounded, however, not only in the 
coiffure y but also in the immense earrings 
worn by the Israelitish matron. 

On my return I found a motley group as- 
sembled in front of the inn, all competitors 
for the honour (say profit) of conducting 
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your humble servant to Odessa. Divers 
tafiancBUvres were practised to attract my no- 
tice : several sorry-looking horses were shewn 
off in various ludicrous ways, and many a 
lotig beard was thrust into closer contact 
with my cravat than I liked. At every turn 
I took, a chin was wagging, and a pair of 
fiery eyes rolling at me, just as you may have 
seen imitated in the plaster of Paris images 
that are sold about London streets by poor 
Italians. These chapmen seemed to me to 
be opponents at one moment, and partners 
at another ; for, after the most violent ges- 
ticulations and symptoms of pugilism, they 
cooled down, consulted together, and a de- 
legate was sent to me, as ftom the general 
body. The belligerents had, apparently^ 
come to an understanding ; the basis of the 
treaty being, probably, to get as much from 
the Christian as possible, and to divide the 
spoil. 

I retreated to my chamber, and got the 

6.. 
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master of the house to assist me in the ne- 
gotiation^ which was at length brought to 
a conclusion by my agreeing to give igS 
paper ro«^Ze5 for the journey ; loo of which I 
paid down, the remainder to be added, if, 
on arrival at Odessa, the other high con- 
tracting party should have done the work pro- 
perly. I stipulated for four horses, and that 
we should arrive at Odessa in eight days 
at farthest. 

Having paid my Brody deputy facteur 
his fee for attendance ; another facteur 
belonging to the hotel his fee, and various 
other incidental charges, I ordered all to be 
ready in half an hour, which space of time 
was devoted to the attainment, from the in- 
telligent Mr. Jacobson, of as much informa- 
tion as possible. 

Mr. J entered a little into his own 

history. He was formerly a merchant in 
some part of Grermany, but, having been 
ruined by unsuccessful speculations, he had 
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found himself compelled to adopt so novel a 
mode of life as that of keeping an inn, in order 
to support his femily j and he had fixed on 
Aadziewitlow as being a place remote from 
the scene of his former prosperity, and there- 
fore as presenting less chance of bis feelings 
being wounded. Tears filled the eyes and^' 
rolled down the cheeks of this apparently 
worthy man as he related his story to me* 
You may be sure that I did ^^ a ready ear 
incline, " for that is the least we can do when? 
a' fellow-creature seems to find relief in 
pouring out his sorrows before us. I really 
felt for him, and offered every consoling re- 
flection I couM think of; — encouragiiig him 
by the observation that there was nO degra- 
dation in his present pursuit^ inasmuch as 
upright principles would always ensure the 
respect' and esteem of every well-regulated 
mind. . Poor man !' Methought that the 
words of the English traveller soothed and 
comforted him. 
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All being ready^ I shook hands with Mr. 
Jacobson — ^recommended him^ once more^ 
to take courage, and bade him farewell. 

M'Y Jiihj'mann, or driver^ was a Jew of 
about forty years of age, with a fine open coun- . 
tenance, and rather ruddy completion — two 
unusual attributes amongst his brethren. He 
-vyore a robe of light blue stuff (not very clean), 
tied round the waist with a worsted. sash,; 
the brim of his low crowned hat w^s very 
broad ^ and clusters of well oile4 locks felt 
from underpeatl^ it : — his beard was of > a. 
respiectable length. 

The /our horses ran abreast^ and the 
whitish looking outside animals, whi^h were 
attached to two roughly made extra splinter- 
bars, might be con^pared to the studding-^- 
sails that are run out when a vessel is going 
with a steady breeze before the wind : — ^the 
steeds were decidedly J[f wish ; for they had 
Ipng beards, anfl were very dirty. 

We went off at a dashing rate — I suppose 
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there must have heen nearly "a hundred Israel- 
ites assembled to witness our departure. 
Many were the salutations as we passed; 
most of them appeared to me to be of a 
friendly nature; — but, here and there, a 
scowl of anger and disappointment was 
seen :^we were soon beyond the reach of 
either the well or ill-wishers. 

When nearly out of the stragpfling, dusty 
town of Radziewillow, the horses were sud- 
denly reined in, and we stopped opposite 
a mean habitation, at the door of which 
stood a Jewess and two little children : the 
latter were handed up to my ^oor Jiihrmann, 
who embraced them with much tenderness, 
and then delivered them carefully into the 
arms of their mother. I thought I saw a tear 
fell as he raised his head, after bending him 
down to salute his wife, whose eyes over- 
flowed as she bade him adieu. There was 
no parade — no acting. The marks of mutual 
affection were unequivocal. We galloped 
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off again — I looked through the glass at the 

back of the carriage^ and perceived the poor 

woman and her children gazing after us, 

until a turn in the road took us out of 

sight. 

The weather was very fine, and we tra- 
velled till midnight, when we stopped at a 
small dwelling at the entrance of a village 
called Katerimbourg. This I found was to 
be our resting-place for the remainder of the 
night : — the spot was as silent as the grave. 
After knocking and calling for some time, 
a voice answered from within. A short col- 
loquy having passed between the Juhrmann 
and the inmate^ the door was opened^ and I 
was shewn into a most miserable room, 
totally destitute of furniture. 
, On looking over my journal^ I find the 
following memorandum : ^^ Katerimbourg — 
first litter, Jew, or Devil, fleas, etc., etc. " 
I thought I had seen misery enough, but, 
alas ! it was my doom to witness a good deal 
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more. The being who inhabited this den^ 
was a. Jew of the most forbidding aspect;, he, 
was of middle stature^ and clothed in a black 
cassock fitting close to his lean carcase — so 
lean that ( as a friend of mine was wont to 
say of a slim gentleman of our acquaintance) 
he would require stuffing, to be a correct re-, 
presentative of the apothecary in ^^ Romeo 
and Juliet." His comple](ion was deadly pale^ . 
his eyes black as jet^ and constantly in mo- 
tion ; his hair and beard matted and ne- 
glected. He spoke but seldom^ and moved 
about with noiseless step^ occasionally lean- 
ing against the wall and eyeing me from top 
to toe. I felt fatigued^ and ordered my bed; 
the creature vanished^ but soon re-appeared^ 
carrying a quantity of hay, which he threw 
down in a corner of the room, shaking it up 
afterwards, as though a litter were preparing , 
for a horse. I had the cushions of my car- 
riage arranged for a pillow ; and having 
primed my pistols^ and obtained a candle to 
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burn until morning^^ I wrapped my cloak 
around me, and was left ^^ alone with my 
glory/' Alone! did I say? This is a mis- 
take^ for I had company of the most piquant 
de^ription : myriads of fleas hopped about 
my devoted frame^ punctured my skin^ sucked 
my bloody ti<;kled my nose^ and banished 
sleep from' my eyes* I hailed the dawn joy- 
fully^ and^ rushing into the open air^ ran to 
a distance from the hovel^ with my enemies 
on' my back^ shook them off with disdain^ 
and^th^n hastened out of their reach. No- 
thing could tempt m« to re-enter my bed-* 
room. After some difficulty, I obtained a 
little milk^ for which slight refection^ and 
my night's lodgings my impassible host 
charged me exorbitantly. 

We travelled thirty werstes (equal to 
about seventeen English miles )^ and halted 
at a village called Jampol. As the Jewish 
inns are almost all alike^ I may as welt de- 
scribe that at Jampol. It consisted of a large 
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^ed^ or harn^ having a gate at each end^ so 
that you drive in at one entrance, and out 
at the other j this shed is appropriated to the ^ 
reception of horses^ carriages^ cattle^ .aa4ry^^ 
live-stock of all descripticms* At the ^fpi^j . 
ment we entered, it was occupied by a ^^^ 
of sheep, and we had . hard work to pass 
through them* On one side, close to the. 
entrance, were two or three wretched rooms, 
covered with fikh, and swarming with ver- 
min. 

These iniis bear some, resemblance to the 
Venias of Spain.; but the inhabitants and 
sojourners are devoid of .the interest excited 
by the costumes and characteristic trails 
which are to be met with in romantic An^ 
dalnsia. The tinkling mule^bell is not heard 
in the distance, nor does the sound of the 
guitar cheer or sooth the heart : the bold 
contrabandista with his moniero-caip gaily 
put 'GO, a cigarro in his mouth, and carbine 
by his side, does not ride up^ and call for a 
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glass of vino bianco; no beauteous damsels 
peep from beneath their mantillaSy and set 
vour heart on fire by the flashes from their 
bright black eyes. All hei*e is grave, and 
calciilating^ — ^' stale, flat, and unprofitable,'' 
tl^> is, to the traveller. 

Prithee forgive me for having again drag- 
ged in poor Spain ; some of the happiest 
years of my youth were passed there, and, 
with all its faults. Hove it still. 

We must now, however, talk of Podolia. 

At this reason, the eye ranges over inter- 
minable fields of ripened corn. This rich 
monotony (if such an expression be admis- 
sible) becomes wearisome; and in the midst 
of plenty, in the centre of the vast granary 
of Europe, one feels desolate. Why is this? 
Because there is no ^^ bold peasantry^ a na- 
tion's pride, " no decent villages, no flourish-i 
ing towns, no gentlemen's seats, no comfort. 
It is impossible, when looking on these fer- 
tile fields ( the owner of which resides in 
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some princely chateau^ revelling in every 
luxury \ to check the sigh of compassion for 
the v^retched serfis^ who^ from generation to 
generation^ continue in the same state of 
misery and degradation. 

The march of mind halts here ; and the 
countermarch commences : invinciUe moral 
barriers arrest its progress. It leaves the 
strong-hold^ which is defended by prejudice 
and selfishness^ on the one hand^ and con*- 
sequent ignorance and indifference on the 
other^ and proceeds^ like a skilful general^ 
to make other conquests; suffering the anti- 
quated fortification to crumble into ruins 
through the slov^ but sure action of the priu- 
ciples of destruction contained within itself : 
from these ruins a firm and beautiful edi- 
fice may hereafter be raised^ but it will be 
a Herculean task to clear away the rubbish. 

The only apology I have to offer for hav- 
ing resumed the above melancholy subjecr^ 
which 1 am aware formed a portion of my 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



94 A JOURNEY 

letter from Brody, is, the painFul impression 
that the misery I have witnessed has left on 
niy mind. 

At stm-set we arrived at what is called 
the town of Alt-Konstantinow, and, to my 
great mortifiwtion, it was intimated to me 
that th^re I must remain for twenty-four 
hours. It was Friday evening — ^the Sabbath 
had commenced, and nothing could induce 
my fuhmiann to move on that sacred day. 
I was much annoyed, as you will readily 
suppose, and regretted exceedingly that I 
had not decided on travelling by the Russian 
post. 

Perhaps you may think it was not right 
to attempt to prevail on the man to break 
through the laws of his religion, for filthy 
lucre. I Immbly confess that I made use of 
golden arguments, but, to his honour be it 
spoken, they did not weigh with him. I 
question whether many Christians, in his 
sphere of life, would liave shewn so much 
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respect for Sunday : — to be sure they kept 
ine at Cologne under the pretext of religious 
observance of the Sabbath^ — ^but I was not 
peremptory on that occasion^ nor did I offer a 
bribe : the imposture was easily to be seen 
through^ but it suited my purpose to submit 
to it^ in exchange for a little needful repose; 
and thus avoid hurting the feelings of a 
scrupulous blacksmith by proposing to pay 
exorbitantly for forbidden labour. 

We ought to take an apparently well- 
principled action as we find it^ without 
searching too narrowly for the secret motive; 
I was, however, splenetic enough to ima- 
gine that if the poor 4ew had not been aware 
that he would have to run the gauntlet 
through every town, village, and hamlet in- 
habited by his co-religionists, he might have 
yielded to my wishes. Such is the injurious 
effect of disappointment on our selfish minds, 
that it blinds us to the merits of others, and 
often makes us unjust and unfeeling. I pro*- 
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posed to drive the horses myself, and that 
the conscientious fuhrmann should occupy 
my place in the carriage — making it his ta- 
bernacle : — but he was not to be tempted, 
I dare say he thought he smelt brimstone, 
and looked out for my cloven foot. Yield- 
ing, then, with a good grace, I took pos- 
session of a chamber on one side of the shed; 
the apartment opposite ( for this was a large 
inn and had rooms on each side of the gatc^ 
way) being occupied by a Polish family of 
rank, who had arrived a short time before 
me, with their carriages and servants. 

This detention at Alt-Konstantinow gave 
me an opportunity of seeing the habits of 
these great Polish people on their journeys. 
What think you of persons of distinction 
and immense fortune, who can make up 
their minds to pass nights and days in these 
wretclied places called inns, rather than, by 
ameliorating the condition of others, ensure 
at the same time their own comforts? Such, 
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however, is the case : a noble, wealthy 
family, residing within a few miles of the 
spot^ passed the night and a portion of the 
following day in this most disgusting habi-^ 
tation. The heat was intense^ the odours 
most offensive, and^ immediately underneath 
the open windows was a pool of muddy 
water^ in which paddled and quacked a dozen 
of half-starved ducks. 

You know that your humble servant is 
the last man in the world to be fastidious 
concerning accommodations on a journey, 
and that^ far from blaming persons for not 
paying attention to trifles^ I am an advocate 
for voyageurs making themselves happy un- 
der all circumstances. What is the use of 
worrying one's self, and others, by bewail- 
ing irremediable inconveniences ? I admired 
the philosophy of this Polish family, but it 
appears to me that the evils to which they 
were exposed might be avoided, if they, and 
their equally powerful neighbours, instead 

7 
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of allowing ignorance and neglect of the 
decencies of life to be perpetuated as they are 
in this part of the world^ were to encourage 
the making of good roads, and the establishing 
of comfortable inns on those roads : travel- 
lers might then be induced to frequent them ; 
and^ commercial enterprize being drawn 
into that channel^ a succession of good towns, 
and clean, wholesome villages, would be 
-raised up in place of wretched hamlets^ 
peopled by a miserable set of beings. 

In the. course of the evening I went to 
the synagogue, which was held in a cottage 
larger than the rest. There ^^ the beards wag- 
ged all, " but I cannot add that ^^ 'twas merry 
in the hall." Some of the Hebrews mutter- 
ed^ others shouted, whilst, here and there, 
groups were seen conversing together, and, 
occasionally casting a sinister look towards 
the solitary Christian who had ventured into 
the temple. At night, lighted candles were 
placed in the windows of most of the huts; 
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the candlesticks were of brass^ and very 
high : the efiect of this illumination was not 
unpieturesque. 

These Jews^ though they abstain from work 
on their Sabbath^ and from eating pork at 
all times^ will make arrangements on the 
My day for plundering you on the mor- 
row, and are in the constant habit of rear-, 
ing pigs to sell to polluted Christians. 

On my return to my cabin, I observed that 
several bundles of hay were being carried 
into the rooms occupied by my opposite 
neighbours; seizing a favourable opportunity, 
I obtained some for myself, and, dropping 
down into my lonesome comer, slept as well 
as could be expected. Next morning it 
became necessary to keep a sharp look-out 
for a breakfast : I had brought from Brody 
some small loaves, which had been pretty 
well toasted in the swordcase of my car- 
riage — indeed they were as hard as flints : 
the Jews would not boil an egg for me, 

7- 
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nor lend me a pipkin in which to cook one 
for myself: however, after divers strict re- 
searches, and waiting a long time, three 
cups of coffee were brought me from a ca^ 
buret kept by a Christian. I had to pay 
about three shillings for this refreshment. 

I was much at a loss how to kill time 
during this long Sabbath. 

The party which occupied the other side 
of the inn consisted chiefly of ladies^ viz. 
the mother and three or four grown up 
daughters: the latter were dressed in the 
Parisian style, and it was curious enough to 
see them, on the Saturday morning, turning 
out (to use a sailor's expression, and I beg 
the ladies' pardon for so doing) of their com- 
fortless chambers, attired as fashionably as 
though they had just left an elegant dressing- 
room. Numbers of gloomy Jews and Jew- 
esses were loitering about under the shed 
find at the open gateway ; but, as the rising 
sun dispels the vapours of the morning, so 
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wherever these cfaarming Polish ladies bent 
their steps, the group of black cassocks moved 
away, like a smoky cloud, to form again in 
some unoccupied corner, from whence they 
were not unfrequently dislodged by the 
noble family's Christian servants, who> 
though abject in their demeanour towards 
their lords and masters, were insolent to 
those whom they considered as being a 
step below themselves in the scale of exisr- 
tence. 

It was not long before the Christian family 
set forth. — Having learnt that the object of 
the visit of these gentry (and of many others 
who had been constantly arriving from a 
very early hour in the morning) was to 
assist at the celebration of some festival of 
the Roman Catholic church, I found my way 
to a Capuchin convent which is situated at 
the entrance of Alt-Konstantinow. The 
chapel was thronged with people, all smartly 
dressed, excepting the poor peasants, and 
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high-mass was being performed by a monk, 

assisted by several of the fraternity. 

A few minutes after quitting the chapel 
where all this pomp was displayed, and 
where the monks were pouring forth their 
orisons with stentorian lungs, I wandered, 
a second time, into the more humble Jewish 
temple, and found the children of Israel 
howling and muttering with an equal ap* 
pearance of sincerity. This scene led me 
into a train of reflections on the bizarrerie 
of our poor human nature. 

Different as are the professions of faith of 
these two parties ( said I to myself ), they 
both belong to the class of excluswes. Gen- 
tile and heretic that I am ! what would be 
my wretched lot, here and hereafter, if the 
tender mercies of the Jew and of the Papist 
were to be showered down upon me? The 
Roman tolerates the Jew because he is use- 
ful to him, and does his dirty work ; the 
Israelite serves, robs, and hates ^e Catholic i 
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and they both abominate the Protestant^ 
^bose poor soul is to be eternally punished 
for having inhabited his unhallowed body 
— at least so says the Papist. Are we, then, 
to look not only with indifference, but with, 
a sort of animosity, upon those who have 
not been taught to believe and think as we 
do? I cannot entertain this opinion — nor 
do I feel that such poor fsiolty creatures as. 
we are, can be justified in pronouncing upon 
the extent of the mercy of our Creator. 

Right glad was I to re-commence my jour^- 
ney at daylight on Sunday morning. 

Nova-Konstantinow is a large place, and 
has a more considerable Christian popula- 
tion than Alt-Konstantinow, from whence 
it is distant about seventy xverstes^ or nearly 
forty English miles. The emblems of Chris- 
tianity are constantly displayed near the en- 
trance to towns and villages : — the cruci- 
fix, ladder, spear, sponge, hammer, pin- 
cers, etc., are of the full size. I have often 
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met^ at the foot of the cross^ waggons contaiii' 
ing little colonies of Jews. These wander-^ 
ing tribes seemed to have all their worldly 
goods with theni^ and they appeared to me 
to regard the objects just described with 
perfect indifference : their waggons have very 
long axles, and there is not any iron about 
them. 

For some distance from Nova-Konstanti- 
now there is a regular road, very wide, and 
planted on each side with fruit trees : this is 
refreshing to the eye as well as to the mind, 
and gives an idea of some approach to civi- 
lization. Close to almost every village is a 
little lake ; and seldom did my fuhnnann 
omit to let his horses drink their fill from 
these translucent pools : — on my remarking 
that this practice might, perhaps, prove in- 
jurious to them, he shook his head good- 
humouredly and knowingly, and no doubt 
marvelled at my ignorance. Indeed it 
must be admitted that these uncouth ani- 
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niaU performed their work well, and I am 
quite sure that English cattle, however well- 
fed and groomed, could not have travelled 
from forty to fifty miles a day, for eight or 
nine successive days, in such scorching wea- 
ther, and over such unfavourable ground. 

At about eleven p. m. we reached a village 
called Jusven. The inhabitants of the dwel- 
ling to which we drove had retired to rest ; 
but upon the cabalistical summons — ^the 
" open, Sesame '' of the Jurhmann — the gate 
slowly turned on its hinges, and we were 
welcomed by a member of the family, habit- 
ed in an undress consisting of a close jacket 
and drawers^ which I presume had once been 
white. The carriage was conducted across 
the damp litter, to the other extremity of 
this menagerie^ where several persons were 
reposing : — amongst them was a nasty old 
Jew, reclining on a most foul mattress. I 
alighted, in the hope of finding a corner 
where I could stretch out my cramped 
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limbs; but all the rooms were occupied. 
The patriarch rose from his bed, and offered 
it to me; but I could not think of depri- 
ving him of it^ nor of running the risk of 
being punished for availing myself of this 
8elf<lenying offer^ — this warm reception^ — 
by becoming infected with the Plica Polo- 
nica or other disease. 

After taking a crust of bread and a glass 
of wine^ by way of supper^ I arranged myself 
pour le mieux, in my caleche. The large 
barn was lighted by a solitary lantern^ 
which shed a feeble ray on the old man's fece 
and venerable grey beard^ as he slumbered 
at a few yards' distance :— ever and anon a 
figure moved about, like an unquiet spirit ; 
near at hand, the horses were champing their 
corn, and the monotonous sounds produced 
by that operation were responded to by the 
less agreeable ones of divers snoring sleepers 
of the human species. These romantic 
strains soon produced a soporific effect on 
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me* I must liave been asleep some time, 
wfaen I was awakened by the ef£sct of a strong; 
li^ht shining upon me : — ^starting up, I dis- 
covered the fuhrmann standing on the st^ 
oF the carriage with a candle in his hand ; 
which, from his sudden backward movement, 
it seemed to me that he had been holdj[ng 
before my closed eyes. I asked what he was 
there fQr? What he wanted? He looked 
very confused, and answered, ^^ Nothing — 
nichts mem Herr. " I bade him get down, 
made him light the lamps of the caleche, 
and took care to examine the priming of my 
pistols, in order to shew those who might be 
observing me from the chiaroscuro of the 
back"-ground> that I was upon my guard.—* 
I then dismissed him, with an injunction 
not to intrude a second t\mt on my slumbers 
in that way. The remainder of the night 
passed off quietly : — ^perhaps , after aU, the 
man only came to look for something, but, 
at the time^ and under all the circumstances, 
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appearances were against him; and cer- 
tainly the place he had brought me to 
might well be compared to a robber's 
retreat. 

At day-break we left this dismal abode^ 
and^ when at a short distance^ I made my 
conductor draw up, and told him, very de- 
cidedly, that I was quite sure there must be 
better accommodation on the road than he 
had hitherto procured for me, and that I 
should insist on his not taking me to any 
other such lodgings as we had just quitted. 
He was very humble, assured me that we 
should halt at noon at an excellent inn. — 
^^ gut gasthof^^ — where I should be grandly 
entertained, and lodged in a fine chamber^ 
^^feun zimmer/* Without placing impli- 
cit iaith in these brilliant promises^ I still 
suffered myself to be buoyed up with the 
hope of something better; and, on arriving 
at the town of Krasna, I repeated my injunc- 
tion with much emphasis : adding ; that I 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TO ODESSA. 109 

would cheerfully pay for decent entertain- 
meut, but would not be taxed for filth. 

My remonstrance succeeded, that is, not 
until after refusing to alight at two or three 
vile huts^ at last, however, we stopped at 
a house, the inmates of which (Jews of 
course) appeared less dirty than those I had 
hitherto seen : the furhmann put-up his 
horses elsewhere, for this was not exactly an 
inn. 

My hostess, whose name was Berkover, 
was a good-looking woman of about five-and- 
thirty. She has a daughter, ten years old, 
a pretty child. This infant is already be- 
trothed to a boy of the same age, and the 
mother informed me that they are to be mar- 
ried in three years. 

Being satisfied with my fare at Frau Ber- 
kover's, I begged of her to give me the 
name of a good landlord at Tulczyn ; and 
she recommended one Mosie Lebb. I tasted 
an agreeable beverage here called honigy a 
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sort of mead ; and what do you think they 
offered me ? Some Tokay ! Hongrisch 
Weiny Tokdi as they pronounce it. How- 
ever^ as the high price demanded was the 
only voucher they could give of the genuine- 
ness of the viotage^ I declined the tempt- 
ing proposal. 

The horses were not brought so soon as 
I could have wished^ and I suspected the 
fuhrmann of an intention of again lodging 
me^ for the nighty in some miserable hovel. 

Tulczyn ( pronounced Tolcheen ) being 
the head-quarters of the Russian Army in 
the Ukraine^ Bessarabia^ etc., it was proba- 
ble that tolerable accommodation might be 
had there; and, by dint of great perseve- 
rance on my part, we arrived at night-fell ; 
to the evident chagrin of my worthy coach- 
man. 

As we entered, a violent hail^storm came 
on : it is no exaggeration to say that the hail- 
stones wer^ as big as bantams' eggs. 
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Tulczyn is a large^ straggliog^ dirty place. 
The population consists principally of Jews, 
excepting the troops of the garrison. 

I gave orders to be driven to Mosie Lebb's. 
"Do you know where he lives?" said I. 
^/ ya, yaP replied the /iihrmann^ and at the 
same moment was going to turn into a petty 
shed^ not far advanced into the town. ^^ Is 
this Mosie Lebb's? " " Ta, " bawled a dozen 
voices all at once, and the bridles of the horses 
were seized^ to accelerate the lodgment. 
The place not answering, in any respect, the 
description given by Frau Berkover, I insist- 
ed on proceeding further, calling out for 
Mosie Lebb, and being assured by many an 
individual, who invited me into his sweet 
dwelling, that he was the identical Moses. 
The /Uhrmann evidently favoured the cheat j 
he evaded my inquiries, by saying ^^feun 
gasthofy guty gut ; " and made numerous at«- 
tempts to get me to halt at an inferior house. 
Tired of this farce, and my English blood 
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having become heated by the vi et armis 
attempts of the confederates to get me into 
their clutches^ I started forwards— took the 
whip from the fuhrmanns hands — ^whirled 
it in a menacing way over the heads of my 
assailants^ and then, catching up the reins, 
I made the horses spring onward, whilst 
I roared as loudly as possible in the fuhr-^ 
manris ear, ^^Mosie Lebb — ^Mosie Lebb;" 
the hail-stones clattering about my head all 
the while, as though my discomfited enemies 
were pelting me for my obstinacy. 

We soon came to a wide part of the town ; 
and seeing some officers in a balcony, and a 
soldier or two standing about the gateway of 
a house, I thought this might, perhaps, be 
the goal of my wishes. Drawing up, there- 
fore, I uttered my ^'Mosie Lebb" in a softer 
tone, and found that I was actually in front 
of his hostelry. Soon he welcomed me, and 
I was ushered into a room, on the' ground 
floor, containing plain but useful furniture. 
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Around the chamber were divans, covered 
with dark-<;olbured printed calico; one of 
these was destined for my bed. 

The inn was quite full, but the larder 
empty. An emissary was sent to the Chris- 
tian tracteer^ as they called him, to see if a . 
supper could be had. ( I presume tracteer 
to be a corruption of the French word trai^ 
teur.) A something was at length procured 
— God knows what ! but I was nearly fa- 
mished, and soon discussed the savoury 
morsel. 

My obliging landlord sold me a bottle of 
excellent vin de Grave. 

Fancy me, then, reclining on my divan, 

after the toils of the day ; all angry feelings 

washed away by the generous wine of France 

— congratulating myself on the progress I 

had made, the difficulties I had surmounted, 

and looking forward to the termination of 

my arduous journey in three or four days. 

Mosie Lebb sat an hour with me in the 

8 
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course of the evening. His conversation was 
interesting and intelligent ; be is a fine old 
man^ has a very animated countenance^ a 
magnificent grey beard^ and bright black 
eyes; he was perfectly cleanly in his per- 
son^ and wore a black robe made of a su- 
perior stuff. 

I was obliged to get my passport vise at 
Tulczyn, and to pay a fee, of course. There 
is a theatre at this place, but I was too fa- 
tigued to wish to visit it. 

It may be as well to remark here, that it is 
absolutely necessary to check one's English 
feelings, and to dispute every charge that is 
made by the Jews. A deduction of two- 
thirds may generally be obtained by firmness 
in resisting their exorbitant demands. Af- 
ter a little experience, I found out that the 
best method was to make my bargain before- 
hand. Knives and forks, plates, etc., should 
be taken ; a small military canteen would be 
a most useful appendage to a traveller's bag- 
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gage ; and one ought to have a servant who 
could cook : an old soldier would be in- 
valuable. I had omitted to supply myself 
with any of these comforts^ and had been 
rather unfortunate in the choice of my chief 
stand-by as to provisions^ viz. a cooked ham^ 
which I got at Brody. I could not obtain 
the loan of a knife to cut this fDrbidden 
flesh; nor was such an article to be pur- 
chased till we reached Tulczyn. Many a 
luckless dig did I make with my penknife^ 
but it was labour lost ; nothing approaching 
to a slice could I get. If the Hebrews ob- 
served my embarrassment, I dare say they 
considered it as a judgment upon me for my 
anti«-Levitical propensity. 

Whilst on the delightful subject of the 
agremens of Si jouvneY across the fertile plains 
of Wolhynia, Podolia^ the Ukraine, etc., 
let me add, that a leathern bag, in the shape 
of a mattress, would be very convenient : it 

would occupy but little room when rolled 

8.. 
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up during the day, and at night might be 
filled with hay or straw; possessing thus the 
double advantage of forming a bed, and of 
keeping your clothing from immediate con- 
tact with the litter which might have already 
accommodated several individuals. 

The road, for some distance from Tulczyn, 
is broad and regular. We passed through 
several villages ; all miserable enough. The 
churches have, generally, three towers or 
spires; a fourth, built at a short distance 
from the main edifice, serves for a belfry. 
These churches are constructed of wood, and 
roofed with shingles neatly arranged ; some- 
times the spires are covered with plates of 
tin ; this gives a brilliant but cold appear- 
ance, and is not in character with the home- 
liness of the lower part of the edifices. Figure 
to yourself a silver extinguisher on a short 
piece of candle stuck in a bottle, with 
a hole here and there, emblematical of 
door and windows, and you will have some 
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notion of a Polish church, and its fine tin 
spire. 

The poor peasant women* in this country, 
do not wear either shoes or stockings ; they 
areclothed in coats made of sheep skins, with 
the woolly side turned inwards, and merely 
strapped round the waist : sometimes the 
garment is made of coarse sacking. 

As to the Jewesses, they frequently have 
pearls Md precious stones in their head- 
dresses — some of these Hebrew ladies would 
be pretty if they were cleanly ; but the de- 
ficiency in this particular destroys the good 
effect of their pleasing features. Reverting to 
the subject of their head-dresses, I believe 
that occasionally the unmarried women de- 
corate their hair with ribbons and flowers ; 
whilst those who have entered the holy stale 
of matrimony carefully conceal their tresses 
under a cap which comes over the ears and 
part of the face, terminating in a point at 
the chin : this cap is covered with quilted 
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]ineD or calico^ and forms a triangular crown. 
The quilting is often adorned with pearls 
( true or false ) ranged in paralld rows very 
close together. 

As we trotted along, ih^ Jurhmann was al- 
most constantly muttering his prayers, which 
he selected from a little Hebrew book ; and 
you will probably be surprised when I tell 
you that he had a rosary of beads, which he 
counted much in the:^%me way as t^Homan 
Catholics do — now_Bnd then he raised his 
voice into a shout; , and afterwards lowered 
the notes until they^^!t6rminated in a faint 
whisper. 

The Jewish population seemed to decrease 
as we approached the steppes : the Tartar- 
faced peasantry were now more numerous. 
Nothing can be more desolate than the ap- 
pearance of these steppes — not a tree nor a 
shrub was to be seen ; clouds of dust ob- 
scured the air, and the only indications of a 
vicinity to the haunts of men were some 
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herds ef oxen which were occasionally seen 
feeding on the short parched grass : these 
oxen were large, and almost invariably of a 
dtin colour ; so that, as there was no regular 
road nor fence, we frequently came upon 
then suddenly — for the grass^ the dust, and 
the cattle, were all of one colour. The un- 
dulatory hills called steppes y when a lull of 
wind allowed the eye to roam over them^ 
recalled to my remembrance the long 
smooth swell of the ocean, in a calm after 
a violent gale; whilst a large waggon, co- 
vered with canvass^ looming in the distance> 
might, without any great stretch of the imar- 
gination, be compared to a vessel on the verge 
of the horizon spreading every sail to catch 
an air of wind (as sailors say ) in order to 
keep the ship from rolling over. 

At Balta we halted* for the night at the 
house of Hersch (ioldesh, a Jew, who was 
recommended to me by the venerable M osie 
Lebb. An attempt was made to play me a 
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tricky and to take me to an inferior lodfi^ing 
— but a few demonstrations a la Tulczjn 
settled the matter. 

On stepping out of my chamber in the 
course of the evening, I had the misfortune 
to disturb the repose of divers Israelites— old 
and young — ^male and female — ^who were 
huddled together near the threshold. I 
stumbled over a Shylock^ struck my thick skull 
against the delicate form of a sleeping fair- 
one^ and^ in the rebound, knocked against 
several younglings, who evinced, by discor- 
dant squeaks, their fright and indignation. 
I begged pardon for this unintentional in- 
trusion, and returned to my divan, firmly 
resolved to remain there till day-light. 

The group of sleepers might have been 
likened unto all the Court of King Arthur 
(as exhibited in Fielding's burlesque tragedy 
of Tom Thumb) after they had poHtely 
passed the dagger to each other, and lain down 
and died : — my part in the play bore some 
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resemblance to that of the renowned Lord 
Grizzle seeking; for a soft pillow whereon to 
recline his head. I imitated the noble Lord 
by quietly putting on my nighucap^ and, after 
passing some hours in a dormant state, like 
him I rose again, and found the sleepers resus- 
citated ; the queens with their tiaras all glit- 
tering with pearls and diamonds — the prin- 
cesses blooming and bright, and little Tommy 
Thumb, with his brethren, gay and active. 
A magni/iqueTdirtdLT peasant-woman (a ser- 
vant) might have passed for the captive 
Glumdalca, Queen of the Giants; and the 
long plaited pig-tail, pendent from her head 
nearly to the ground, was emblematical of 
the prisoner's chain. 

In the evening we came to a village called 
Anani. I found that the caleche must be my 
bed-room ,• as there was no indication that 
the inn afforded ^^good entertainment for 
man and horse. ^ I eagerly sought, however, 
for something in the shape of provisions (for 
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no food was to be had in the places we had 
passed through during the day )^ and at length 
spied some pigeons at roost on the rafters of 
the barn. Never did sportsman eye his game 
with greater interest than I did those harm-* 
less doves j nor were birds ever brought-down 
more scientifically and rapidly than were a 
leash, by a Jewish lad, on my displaying the 
all-powerful talisman of a silver rouble. 
Quick as thought the innocents were slaugh« 
tered, plucked, and boiled ; and to my palate 
they were finer than any Pigeons en com-^ 
pote, or a la Crapaiidine, that could have 
been dished-up by Faery's head cook — so true 
is it that hunger is the best sauce. 

I was on the alert before the dawn ; being 
determined to strain every nerve to complete 
the journey this day. The heat was scorching, 
and the dust blinded and choaked us as we 
scudded along. By the by, we had lost a 
studding-sail, for one of the out-rigger horses 
had knocked up the day before, and we were 
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obliged to leave him in charge of an ac- 
quaintance of the ^urhmann. 

I looked out anxiously for the Euxine^ but 
the obstacles to vision were impenetrable. 
At noon we stopped at a little inn^ at the 
door of which was a caleche :— this was a 
good sign. I was shewn into a room wh^« 
two persons^ one a man of thirty^ the other a 
lad of about fifteen, were regaling themsdves 
on a savoury pie, contained in a brown 
earthen dish : they were not over-nice in 
their manner of eating, for the fingers were 
more in use than knives and forks. Th6 car^ 
riage at the door belonged to these gentlemen, 
who wore Seigneurs Polonais : we ent^ed 
into conversation, in French, and I learnt 
that they had left Odessa early in the morn- 
iug ; they told me that there we^e two tole- 
rable hotels at Odessa, viz. the Hotel du 
Nordy and the JlStel du Club — they recom- 
mended the latter. 

I was delighted — "Hurra for Odessa," 
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said I^ (giving the fuhrmann an extra sum 
for his refreshment) and^ as soon as the horses 
were sufBciently rested^ I took my leave of my 
Polish acquaintances^ and started. 

We passed through Shiraif^ Baranow, and 
Pototski, and went many werstes beyond j 
still I saw no spires— no domes — no sea. 
Evening was approaching^ and the wind and 
dust became almost insupportable. 

On a sudden^ we ascended a hill — ^the 
carriage stopped — ^voices were heard — a 
wooden barricade was perceptible through 
the cloud of dust — a building of rather mean 
appearance was close by — it was the gate of 
Odessa ! The officers stationed at the barrier 
came out, and a sentinel approached — my 
passport was demanded, and taken to the 
bureau. A movement was made indicative 
of an intention to overhaul my baggage, 
which movement I conjured away by gra- 
ciously presenting a silver rouble to the 
officer : something was said, in the Russian 
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language^ which I interpreted into the cheer^ 
ing words *'all right" — the Jiihrmann re- 
mounted his box, mutual salutations took 
place between the officers and myself, and I 
pronounced the word Cli^b, in a tone and 
manner which intimated that the sooner I 
was conveyed to a place of rest the better I 
should be pleased. 

This time no attempt was made to take me 
to the wrong house. We traversed several 
extremely wide streets, in which I did not 
observe so many persons circulating as I 
should have expected, and at last, at seven 
P. M. on the 19th of August^ we drove into 
the court-yard of the Hotel du Club. 

The master of the house (an Italian ) quickly 
made his appearance, welcomed me in the 
French language, and led the way to a toler- 
able bedroom on the first floor. The Hotel 
du Club is a very large establishment : there 
is a gallery all round the court-yard, on to 
which the doors of the apartments open ; 
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something in the same way as at some of the 
old inns in Liondon. 

I ordered a warm bath, which was soon 
ready— enjoyed this great luxury after so 
fatiguing a journey — took a bason of soup, 
and went to bed; — happy enough to find 
myself so comfortably housed^ and feeling 
quite sure that in the morning I should be 
perfectly refreshed, and ready to attend with 
spirit to the object of my mission. 

Thirty-seven days had elapsed since I left 
London— «nd, when the disadvantages under 
which I travelled are taken into considera- 
tion, perhaps you may think I got on pretty 
well. 

In my next you shall have some account 
of Odessa. 

Yours affectionately, etc. 
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Odessa, iH (13th) NoYember. iSJM. 
MY DEAR C****, 

As I am about to trace the history of the 
foundation^ rise^ progre^, astonishing pros- 
perity^ and commercial decline^ in the short 
space of thirty-five years, of a noble city on 
the European coast of the Black Sea^ it may 
be as well to refresh our memories by taking 
a rapid review of the ideas that the ancients 
entertained of the neighbourhood. 
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We know that the Euxine was the source 
of many of the ridiculous fables of the 
Grecians. According to them^ it abounded 
in sand-banks^ ree&^ and rocks inhabited by 
giants : — ^its shores were enveloped in ob- 
scurity, and such adventurous mariners as 
were so rash as to brave these dangers in- 
variably fell victims to tlieir temerity. 

This sea was called Axenos, or inhospi- 
table, by the Grecians, until they became 
better acquainted with it : the utmost terror 
was excited by the fabulous accounts of the 
ferocity of those who dwelt on its coast — 
of their hatred towards strangers, and their 
odious sacrifices. 

For a long time it ^as believed that the 
sea of Axenos was the limit of the Continent, 
and that it joined the ocean — the contradic- 
tion of the greater part of this theory by 
Herodotus was listened to with avidity. 

When prejudices or erroneous opinions 
become deeply impressed on the minds of 
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men^ it requires many ages to destroy them 
completely : from time immemorial^ mar- 
vellous tales have obtained credence; and 
even in the most enlightened countries there 
still exists a class of persons who can only be 
satisfied with the wonderful. Thus the fic- 
tions concerning the Black Sea continued to 
gain ground; even after its geographical po- 
sition became known. Strabo^ though a 
good geographer, says, '^ its shores are bound- 
ed by the palace of Night." 

After the expedition of the Argonauts, se- 
veral other voyages were undertaken to the 
Sea of Axenos. Greek colonies were esta- 
blished in all directions; and the- settlers 
were agreeably surprised at meeting with 
peaceable inhabitants ; — men of a totally 
different stamp from those who had been so 
much dreaded. A friendly intercourse took 
place; and, gratitude succeeding to prejudice 
in the breasts of the Grecians, they changed 
the name of Axenos to Pontos-Euxinos, or 

9 
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Hospitable Sea. From that moment the 
giants shrunk to the size of ordinary men ; 
the rocks and shelves disappeared ; the waves 
became more calm^ and the sea less gloomy. 
The name of Black Sea yras afte|rwards*added 
on account of the fogs which sometimes pre- 
vail. This sea is called, in Turkish, Kara- 
Degniz; in Russian, Czarne-More; and in 
German^ Schwarze-Meer; and the following 
are the principal rivers which flow into it — 
viz. the Danube, Dniester, Bog, Dnieper, 
and Couban, or Kuban. 

Let us now go a little into the history of 
Odessa. 

In the month of July 1789, Prince Po- 
temkin gave the command of the advance^ 
guard of the army under the orders of General 
Goudowitsch, to Major-General De Ribas, 
as a reward for his zealous and successful 
exertions atOtschakofiF; especially for having 
employed the Kozaks in extricating from the 
slime, deposited at the mouth of the river 
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Bog, the Turkish gun-boats which had been 
sunk by the Russians during the siege of that 
fcrtreas. In the course of one month twenty- 
two of tbeae boats had been weighed up, re- 
paired, and armed. 

The advance-guard thus placed under Ma- 
jor-General De Ribas^s command consisted 
of picked troops, and it was highly esteemed 
by Potemkin. It was composed of a batta- 
lion of grenadiers of Nikolaefeki, formed, by 
the Prince, in honour of St. Nicolas, patron 
of Russia. This battalion was selected from 
the elite of the grenadTersot tbiee it^gimeuis, - 

and contained four companies of two hundred 
and twelve men each ; added to which, there 
were two regiments of Kozaks of the Don, and 
one of Zaporavians (i). 

(i) « Charles, avec ses dix-huit mille Su^dois, n'aTait 
» perdu ni ie dessein , hi Tesp^rance de p^n^trer jusqu'li 
» Moscou. n alia , vers la fin de mai , investir Pultava , sur 
» la riviere Yorskla , ^ Textr^mit^ orientale de FUkraine , 
» a treize grandes lieues du Borysth^ne. Ce terrain est celui 

9- 
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In the beginning of August General. De 
Ribas ordered Capt. Ardoukinski to proceed^ 
with a hundred Kozaks, to reconnoitre 



» des Zapora-viens , ie plus Strange people qui soil sur la 
» terre. C'est un ranuis d'anciens Rosses, Polonais et 
» Tartares , ^dsant tons profession d'une espice' de diris- 
» tianisme et d'un brigandage semblable k celui des fli- 
» bustiers. lis ^lisent un cbef, qu'ils d^posentou qu'ils 
» ^gorgent souvent. Us ne soufTrent point de femmes cbez 
» ; eux , mais ils vont enlever tous les enfiins k Tingt et 
» trente lieues a la ronde, et les el^ent dans leors moeurs. 
» L'^t^ , ils sont toujours en campagne ; Fhiver, ils cou- 
» chent dans des crraneres sna/nAnco*- , -j-^ •«'u«<icuucuc 
» quatre ou cinq cents hommes. fls ne craignent rien; ils 
» vivent libres ; ils af!rontent la mort pour le plus l^ger 
» butin , avec la m^me intrepidity que Charles XII la bra- 
» vait pour donner des couronnes. » 

Voltaire, Histoire de Charles XII. 
« lis servent dans les armies, comme troupes irr^gu- 
V Hires , et malheur a qui tombe dans leurs mains. » 

Voltaire, Histoire de V Empire de Russie 
sous Pierre-le- Grand, 
« Mazeppa n^gociait depuis long-temps avec les Zapo- 
» raviens qui habitent vers les deux rives du Borysthene, 
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Hadgi-Bey (the spot on which Odessa is 
built) — but at a great distance^ and to avoid 
giving the alarm to the Turks. 

By i^ight-marches^ and concealing them- 
selves behind the hills during the day^ Capt. 
Ardoukinski(iTom whose account these de^ 
tails aire taken) and his detachment^ ap- 
proached near enough to the fort to dis- 
tinguish^ with a telescope, that the Turk? 
were in force there. The flotilla at auchor 



» et doDt une partie habite les iles de ce fleuve. G'est cette 
» partie qui compose ce peuple sans femmes et sans fa- 
» mille , subsistant de rapines , entassatft leurs provisions 
» dans leurs iles pendant Thiyer , et les aljiant yendre au 
» printemps dans la. petite ville de PuUava ; les autres ha- 
» bitent des bourgs a droite et a gauche du fleuve. Tous 
» ensemble choisissent un hetman particulier , et cet het- 
» man est subordonn6 k celui de TUkraine. Gelui qui ^tait 
» alors a la t^te des Zaporaviens aUa trouver Mazeppa ; 
» ces deux barbares s'abouch^rent , faisant porter chacun 
» devant eux une queue de cheval et une massue. » 

Voltaire , Histoire de V Empire de Russie " 
sous Pierre-le'Grandk 
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in the harbour consisted of two large xebecks^ 
four other vessels^ and tbirty-three gun- 
boats. 

In consequence of this officer's report De 
Ribas arranged a plan of attack with General 
Goudowitsch and Rear-Admiral Woinow- 
itsch. This attack was to be made by sea 
and land^ in order to take both tftie fleet and 
the fort. 

Major-General De Ribas, havitig conducted 
his little division skilfully and successfully 
as far as the valley of KoujaUiik, distant five 
werstes from Hadgi-Bey, dispatched a Kozak 
to the Rear-Admiral, to inform him that he 
intended to make the assault ob the i4th 
very early in the morning. On the day fixed, 
the Russians arrived within a werste ( about 
half an English mile) of the castle, before 
being discovered. The Turks then fired a 
few cannon-shot, but without producing any 
effect, for the grenadiers speedily came up 
with their scaling4adders, and a subaltern 
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officer named Zugine ^as the first to mount 
to the assault. 

The garrison were all put to the sword, 
excepting one Turk who escaped by fleeing 
to the powder-magazin<e. Very few cannon 
were found in the fort ; they were princi- 
pally iron : the ammunition and provisions 
were inconsiderable. 

The capture of the castle was not per- 
ceived by the Commander of the Turkish flo-- 
tilla, until it was too late to remedy the evil. 
A continual cannonade was kept up for some^ 
time^but the (ire was badly directed, and the 
shot fell at a great distance beyond the fort. 

It was only from the report of the guns 
that General Groudowitsch learnt that the ac- 
tion was going on ; for De Ribas, although he 
had convinced the General of the importance 
of taking the fort, had not communicated 
the precise time at which the attack was to 
be . made to any person excepting Admiral 
Woinowitsch, 
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General Goudowitsch quite comprehended 
that Major-General De Ribas wished to have 
all the glory of taking Hadgi-Bey ; bat^ far 
from feeling offended at tfais^ he immediately 
sent him reinforcements in men and cannon. 
Major Merkel of the artillery^ made so good 
an use of the latter that he disabled several of 
the Turkish gun-boats^ three surrendered^ 
and the rest of the flotilla sailed away without 
being molested ; — for Admiral Woinowitsch 
did not budge from Otschakoff. 

The success of General De Ribas was very 
gratifying to PrincePotemkin^ who conferred 
on him the command of the flotilla which 
Rear-Admiral Woinowitsch had held up to 
that time. Here, then, was a cavalry officer 
metamorphosed into a sailor ! — But De Ribas 
was gifted with unusual intelligence, and 
was not misplaced any where. 

The small army of General Goudowitsch 
encamped at Hadgi-Bey; and a few days 
after the capture of the fort the grand Turkish 
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fleet hove in sight : — it consisted of twenty- 
six men of war, either line of battle ships or 
frigates. Such an imposing force appeared 
sufficient to annihilate this handful of men, 
but the enemy's fleet was commanded by an 
ignorant and tiiiHd Turk, who performed a 
sort of manoeuvre^ wasted a good deal of 
powder, caused bis sailors and soldiers to 
utter most frightful cries, and, having made 
several tacks, sailed oflF :- — not one of his 
bullets had reached the shore ! 

Hadgi-Bey consisted of a few huts and five 
or six mean houses. A building of the most 
ordinary description was called the palace, 
and was the residence of the Pacha. The 
castle had no ditch, and its sole defence was 
a very high battlement. 

The environs were destitute of wood ; 
excepting some thickets near the sea-shore, 
which the soldiers cut down for fuel, etc. 
Some wretched hovels, built of mud, and 
almost under-ground, were the only habita- 
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tions that could be distinguished in the hollow 

ivhere the best gardens of the city are now 

situated. 

The harbour of Hadgi<*Bey had always 
been the place whence com and other pro- 
ductions were shipped for Constantinople. 
The barley reaped in its neighbourhood was 
specially appropriated to the stables of the 
Grand-Seignor. 

The Empress Catherine li. resolved to 
establish a colony of Greeks of the Archipelago 
at Hadgi-Bey . A mayor was appointed ; and 
some buildings were commenced, but of so 
mean a description as to be proofs of die little 
interest that was taken in the establishment : 
— -«it was named Odessa. 

Admiral De Ribas, perceiving, however, the 
advantages that his conquest presented, pro- 
posed to make it a commercial port, which 
might also serve as a place of shdter for ships 
of war in case of need. This project, sen- 
sibly drawn up, and strengthened by wise 
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and well-^digested observations^ was ajH 
proved of by the Sovereig^n^ vrbo issued 
orders for some public works to be com- 
menced according to the plans that had been 
laid before her. 

Either on account of the natural difficidties 
in a country without wood, the expense of 
the carriage of building-materials of all de* 
scriptionsy excepting stone^ or some defect in 
the plans^ which M. De Ribas could not over* 
come^ immense sums were expended in 
Constructing a fortof small importance^ and 
Sonne public establishment^-^rincipally bar* 
racks. All these works bore marks of the 
haste with which they had been performed j 
audit has required constant attention to keep 
the baitacks from beconsing dilapidated. 

The city was planned on a grand scale, 
but a seriouls oversight was committed in 
erectii^ the barincks close to the sea-sbore, 
instead of reserving that situation for ware- 
houses and commercial establishments, ac« 
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cording to the destination of Odessa as a 

place of trade. 

M. De Ribas^ who was extremely desirous 
to see his project carried into execution^ wa^ 
perfectly disinterested^ but the subordinate 
officers were accused of looking principally 
to theilr own pecuni2[t*y benefit : — ^thus the 
works of the harbour remained in an im- 
perfect states and this negligence discouraged 
foreigners as well as Russians^ who bad been 
attracted by the advantages ofiGsred. They 
feared that the place would be abandoned 
before it could be finished ; therefore they 
built merely small^ mean dwellings^ not 
feeling sufficient confidence to invest their 
capital in more extensive buildings : the 
Admiral^ however^ set a better example^ and 
constructed a vast and commodious mansion. 

It has been advanced that the committee 
and magistrates who were first appointed to 
preside over the public works neglected 
their duty — that there was a connivance 
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between the officers of the quarantine and 
those of the customs^ etc. : — ^however this 
may be^ it is certain that every thing lingered 
for several years, without any notice being 
taken by the Grovernment. 

In the year 1801, Odessa seemed to lift up 
its head ; and in the spring of i8o3 the corn 
trade began to hold out most flattering pros- 
pects. The navigation of 1802 had been 
brilliant : — ^two hundred and eighty vessels 
had arrived from the Mediterranean and 
Constantinople. Vast quantities of wheat 
and other grain had been exported, and a 
few mercantile establishments were formed, 
though, as yet, no stability was attached to 
them : — it may indeed be truly said, that at 
this period almost every inhabitant of Odessa 
had one foot raised, ready to decamp on the 
first appearance of an interruption to trade. 

The population might, at this period, 
amount to seven or eight thousand persons, 
of whom scarcely one third were females : — 
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this population^ howe?er> was not all con- 
fined to the town ; for nenly five hsndted 
fiinitliei inhahilect yiSaigeB in the distriet 
bdoDging to it, which consisted of aboat 
forty thousand French acres* These families 
were, for the most part, in easy circumstances, 
and were employed in agfriculture : — ^they 
disposed of their cwn to very great advantage. 
Odessa^ like all newly established colonies, 
became an asylum for the refuse of the neigh-* 
bouring countries. Many of the Russians and 
Poles ware runaways from their masters, or 
from the crowp-Jands; and a greftt42umber of 
the Greeks conristed of persons who, having 
left their country to enter the Russian service 
during former wars, had been discharged at 
the peace. Three hutidred Jewish families 
settled at Odessa ; they came chiefly 
from Gallitzia ; — to these must be ad- 
ded a great number of artisans and work- 
men of all kinds, who flocked in to seek em- 
ployment. 
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The Emperor Paul^ in the midst of his 
eccentricities^ bestowed solid benefits on 
Odessa : towards the end of his reign he con- 
ferred various privileges on this city ; he 
exempted it from aU taxes for twenty *five 
years, and lent it a sum of twenty^five 
thousandroubles for the same period, without 
interest. 

These and other advantages, as well as a 
tenth part of the customs' revenue, were des- 
tined to provide for the formation of several 
useful establishments, which were much 
wanted; and for the construction <tf a pier 
in order to afford shelter to vessels from the 
£. and S. E. winds which only are dangerous 
in this roadstead : but, owing to the schisms 
between the committee to whom the direc* 
tion of these works was confided, and the 
other public functionaries^ as well as to the 
corruption and connivance at mal-practices 
on both sides, these important objects were 
neglected^ and the greater part of the money 
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found its way lo the pockets of the ma- 
gistrates. 

Two members of the committee ( Messrs, 
Kiriakow) ought, however, to be consi- 
dered as exceptions to this charge. By their 
exertions Odessa was saved from felling a sa- 
crifice to the selfishness of those to whom 
the care of its establishment was entrusted. 
The portion of the jetty which was com- 
pleted by their perseverance possessed a so- 
lidity which did not exist in any other of the 
public works that had been commenced. 
. The state of the. quarantine establishment 
has been described as frightful. The bar- 
racksj without roofe^ doors, or windows, pre- 
sented the aspect of ruins; they had been 
built of smalLstones and of a compost made of 
mud and sea-water. The naval hospital, which 
was constructed of similar materials, had not 
been finished ; and every other public edifice 
was in the same state of premature decay. 

The city was made up of houses situated 
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here and there^ without one single streei, 
having been completed^ and of immense so- 
litary spots of ground called squares^ which 
had merely been marked out, but not built 
upon. 

Odessa was situated in the way just de-. 
scribed, in the month of March i8o3, when the 
DukeDe Richelieu was appointed governor. 
This judicious choice inspired public con- 
fidence, and produced a total change in the 
aspect of affairs : — excellent projects were 
adopted, and the rapidity with which they 
were executed seemed almost miraculous. 

The regularly-organised plunder of the 
public purse by the authorities astonished the 
Governor ; who, feeling the importance of 
Odessa to the southern provinces of the Em- 
pire for the exportation of their produce, 
resolved to overcome every obstacle to the 
removal of these crying abuses. 

He assembled the merchants, and, des- 
cribing the bad state of affairs, claimed their 

10 
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concurrence in measures for remedying the 
evil. They immediately entered into his 
views, and agreed to pay a tax of two kopecks 
and a half per tschetwert of corn exported, 
in order to form a fund for making roads, 
sinking wells, building churches, etc., etc. 

The Government was also prevailed upon 
to grant further aid. A new quarantine 
establishment was planned and commenced 
ki an advantageous situation at one extremity 
of the town. 

As the revenues augmented in consequence 
of good management, new projects were 
suggested, and their execution set on foot. 
A large hospital was begun, the building of 
the churches accelerated, a theatre com* 
menced, and a public garden laid out. En- 
couragement was given, and money advanced 
at a low interest, to persons who were 
inclined to build : — trees were planted in 
front of the public edifices, as well as in se- 
veral streets j it must be admitted^ however. 
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that these plantations did not^ generally^ 
succeed. 

Merchants^ who had hitherto employed 
agents to represent them^ now came to Odessa 
themselves^ and built houses and warehouses. 
The profits on commercial transactions were 
generally good — ^sometimes enormous. The 
labourer obtained high wages^ and left his 
subterranean hut, to inhabit a cottage con- 
structed of stone. Foreigners, as well as 
Russians from the interior, wished to become 
acquainted with Odessa ^ the houses scarcely 
sufficed to receive them, and rents augmented 
in proportion to the demand. 

The Duke De Richelieu had great difficulties 
to surmount; but he had the address to 
unite all parties in one general wish to see 
the place flourish. He caused strict justice 
to be administered, and encouraged every 
useful undertaking. > 

In the space of a very few years^ a city 
was built, peopled, organized, and became 

10.. 
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rich and prosperous. Vast and successful 
commercial speculations took place ; German 
colonies were established^ some in villages 
where they raised supplies for the city, and 
others in one of the quarters of Odessa — the 
latter were artisans. 

The memory of the Duke De Richelieu is 
justly revered in Odessa. In 1 8 1 4> he resigned 
his government, and joined Louis XVIII, 
King of France, whose Prime Minister he 
became. His departure gave great concern 
to the merchants, and to all the other classes 
of society. He was succeeded by Count Lan- 
geron ( the latter now resides at Odessa, 
but is no longer Governor), who followed 
up the plans of his illustrious predecessor,' 
and the city increased in extent, population, 
and riches* 

I have already stated, that in i8o3 the 
population of Odessa, and of its district, was 
from seven to eight thousand souls ; — in 
i8i4 it amounted to upwards of thirty 
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thousand, not including the garrison — and, 
now, the city alone contains above forty thou- 
sand inhabitants : they are composed oi 
Greeks (who are the most numerous), Rus- 
sians, Poles, Italians, French, a few English, 
Germans, Spaniards, Jews, Cara'ite-Jews, 
some Armenians, Tartars, Moldavians, etc. 

I ought to have mentioned that in i8ia 
the plague broke out in Odessa. Nothing 
could be more magnanimous than the con- 
duct of the Duke De Richelieu on this trying 
occasion : his self-devotion and wise precau- 
tions for the public safety arrested the pro- 
gress, and destroyed the germs of that dread- 
ful scourge, in a comparatively short period.. 

This long letter shall now be concluded : 
— it will, perhaps, convey to your mind a toler- 
ably correct idea of the origin and advance- 
ment of this remarkable city. To-morrow 
I will give you an account of my own obser- 
vations during my residence here ,• it shall 
also be my endeavour to supply any defi- 
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cieHcies^ as to general information) con- 
cerning this country : — ^both letters will go by 
the same conveyance. 

Yours, etc., etc. 

P. S. I am indebted^ for many of the 
details respecting the foundation, etc., of 
Odessa, to an excellent work published in 
Paris in 1820 by the Marquis Gabriel De 
Castelnau. 
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Odessa, 3dNoTember (O. S.)» 18S4; 



I mentioned in my letter of yesterday that 
Odessa increased in prosperity^ under the 
able administration of the DukeDe Richelieu^ 
and of bis successor^ Count Langeron. 

Several new commercial establishments 
were formed; vast quantities of grain ex- 
ported^ and contracts entered into for the 
supply of Malta , etc. In consequence of the 
large fortunes that were made, new wants 
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arose^ and immense supplies of useful com- 
modities^ and articles of luxury, were sent 
from Eng^land^ France^ and other countries. 

The merchants lived in great splendour^ 
and all went on prosperously for a few years. 
During the long war, the merchants of Ve- 
nice and Trieste ( which cities enjoyed the 
privileges of neutrality) enriched themselves ; 
for they had agents at Odessa , who purchased 
and shipped corn for their account, which 
was sold to very great advantage, in Italy, 
Spain, and Portugal. 

Odessa became also a place of resort for 
Polish and Russian families of distinction, 
in the summer season, for the sake of sea 
bathing; and, it being a free port, they were 
allowed to take away, without paying duty, as 
many goods as they could stow in their car- , 
riages. So long as the produce of their estates 
sold well, these wealthy proprietors spent 
their money freely. 

A Bank was established for discounts,, and 
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for making advances of money on goods de- 
posited as security. Merchandise continued 
to arrive from all parts of the world; Odessa 
was now a grand mart for barter — and it at- 
tained that precocious maturity which but 
too often precedes a rapid decay. Like many 
other places^ where an unexpected opening has 
presented itself for commercial enterprise, 
this flourishing city soon felt the ill effects of 
the ungovernable spirit of speculation ; for 
merchants, in England and elsewhere, inun- 
dated the market with goods — ^prices, natu- 
rally, fell — sales became dull — the returns 
slow, and unsatisfactory. 

The landowners, too, finding that their 
corn, etc. J etc., no longer went off freely at 
high prices,' and that the privilege of filling 
several carriages with goods, and taking them 
home without paying duty, was abolished 
( I am told it was quite a common thing to 
see the Jirst people leave Odessa with all 
their vehicles completely laden); preferred 
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obtaining supplies^ as they might require 
them^ from places nearer to their chateaux ; 
say from Brody, Balta, Tulczyn, etc. — and, 
from these same causes, their personal ex- 
penses, for some months in the year, ceased 
to flow through the channel of Odessa. 

To these considerations must be added the 
melancholy fact that the interests and pro- 
perty of foreign merchants were, in a great 
number of instadces, confided to unworthy 
hands. The most barefeced plunder has, 
to my- certain knowledge, been practised; 
whilst the faulty system of jurisprudence, 
and the corruption of the judges, left the suf- 
ferers without any remedy; and, at this mo- 
ment, such is the deplorable decadence of 
Odessa, in every way, that there is little left 
but false appearances, and bad principles. 

Still there must be a good deal of local 
trade in a city containing a population of 
forty thousand souls ; and there will always 
be considerable shipments of com, etc., for 
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the Mediterranean, and of other produce, Fdf 
different parts of the world : — but there i» 
nothing doing on a grand scale. The supplies 
for Podolia and the Ukraine are now fur- 
nished in a great measure by the Brody Jews, 
who attend the fairs at Leipzig, and forward 
their goods by land-carriage. 

The Greeks are very intelligent and artful ; 
they have agents, of their own country, in 
all parts to which they trade : they form^ 
as it were^ one large family, and manage to 
lay their neighbours under contribution. 
They asciertain when the landed proprietors 
are in want of money, and make excellent 
bargains, by advancing it at the critical 
moment. The Greeks are the chief importers 
of wines from the Archipelago, grapes, and 
dried fruits ; cotton and other stuffe from 
the Levant, perfumes, shawls, oil, coffee, 
spices, soap, Turkish tobacco, pipes, amber 
mouth-pieces for pipes, etc., etc., etc. The 
Armenians and Caraite-Jews traffic also in 
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the above articles ; the best attar of roses 
and balm of Mecca are to be obtained from 
the latter. France furnishes wines^ brandy, 
oil, cloth, silks, all sorts of manufactured 
goods, cambrics, and Nouveautes^ provisions, 
porcelain, engravings, books, etc., etc. Italy 
supplies -wines, liqueurs^ oil, vermicelli, 
sulphur, ^articles of taste, such as sculpture, 
etc. Spain sends wines, of different sorts, 
lead, cochineal, indigo, drugs, coarse cloths, 
and mats : Port and .Madeira wines are 
brought from Portugal — and, though last^ 
not least, England sends her innumerable 
manufiaictures, and the produce of her co- 
lonies, as well as of the places to which she 
trades. 

The exports of corn are chiefly for the Ar- 
chipelago, the Ionian Islands, Trieste, Ve- 
nice, Malta, the different ports of Italy, Spain, 
Portugal, and France. The bulk of this corn 
is grown in the Ukraine, Podolia, and Wol- 
bynia . The other principal exports are wool, 
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furs, Astrakan lambs'-skins^ Vfax, barilla^ 
Russia-lea tlier (called jouflis) bides^ tallow, 
butter (for Constantinople), honey, linseed^ 
cordage, and many other articles. 

There is a good deal of coasting-trade to 
Taganrog, and to all the Crimea. 

The harbour of Odessa is sometimes 
blocked-up by ice in December and January ; 
therefore the navigation is not to be depended 
on in those months, though it is frequently 
open for the whole winter. In summer, 
north-winds are prevalent ; the passage from 
Constantinople, therefore, is variable in point 
of time : with a fair wind, vessels frequently 
arrive in two days and a half, sometimes ia 
four — but, as a general rule, ten days should 
be calculated on. A hundred and fifty vessels 
have been known to arrive in the course of one 
day, having made the passage from Con- 
stantinople in forty eight hours. 

The cargoes of vessels that have passed by 
the Turkish capital are landed at tlie quaran-^ 
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tine establishment^ where they are subjected 
to the needful examination and purification. 
Convicts are employed in the perilous duty 
of performing this process with regard to 
the most suspected merchandise : if any fall 
sacrifices to this exposure, tant pis pour eux, 
is, I suppose, the idea of the authorities ; 
the galley slaves being only looked upon as 
tmng tongs with which to catch hold of in- 
fected articles ! The vessels are re-laden 
without taking pratique : the lighters, or 
barges, used for conveying the cargoes to and 
from these vessels are not allowed to have 
any sails, lest the canvass should imbibe and 
impart contagion : on their return from deli- 
vering their lading, these barges are carefully 
washed and inspected by proper officers. 
The ships are thus speedily dispatched with 
their return freights ^ but this arrangement 
renders Odessa a dull and dead sea-port : — 
there are no sailing-boats, no bustling quays, 
none of the life of a great maritime city, and, 
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in a place which gives employment to so 
much shippings you see no sailors about the 
streets ! To me, with my innate affection for 
the blue jacket and trousers, it seems quite 
out of character to have the sea open to the 
view and no honest tars ^^ capering on the 
shore. " * 

The merchants are divided into three 
classes, as is the case in the whole Russian 
empire. To be inscribed in the first class^ it 
is necessary to have a capital of at least 
5o,ooo fvubles. The Odessa merchants were 
exempted for twenty years, dating from 1796, 
from the tax, to the crown, of i per cent, on 
their declared capital : they are not liable to 
have troops quartered on them, even in time 
of war. 

This country is called New-^Russia, of which 
Odessa may be said to be the capital ; and I 
believe I am correct in saying that the mass of 
the peasantry forms a part of the numerous 
population styled Little Russians, being of the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



i6a A JOURNEY 

same race as the inhabitants of PodoHa^ 
Wolhynia, Pultawa^ part of Gallitzia , etc. ; 
they differ in many respects from theMoscovi- 
tes or Grand Russians — ^they speak an idiom 
of the Sclavonic^ or a mixture of the Russian 
and Polish languages. 

The streets of Odessa are very wide, and 
generally of a great length j they have rather 
a desolate appearance, as the houses are for 
the most part low. 

The dust is most annoying in dry weather, 
and the mud equally so after rain } they are, 
however. Macadamising some of the principal 
streets, and making a broad foot-path on 
each side, formed of large slabs of a porous 
stone, fitted together in irregular > shapes, 
without cement : this will be a great improve- 
ment if the plan be followed up generally, 
which no doubt it will be, under the aus- 
pices of the governor. Count Woronzow, 
who gives the greatest encouragement to 
every useful undertaking. He is building a 
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superb mansion at one extremity of the public 
promenade^ which is situated on a cliff 
ovierlooking the harbour : this promenade is 
very gay on a fine evening. 

At the end opposite the Governor's house 
is the theatre, rather a handsome building. 
There is an Italian company here at present; 
they attempt some of the Operas of Rossini, 
and other celebrated composers. I cannot 
say much for their musical powers, still I am 
very glad, occasionally, to drive away ennui 
by sitting the performance out to the last. 
Now and then there is a Polish play; the 
language is pleasing to the ear, but I am 
obliged to guess at the subject of the pieces. 
A most extraordinary Russian or Polish dance 
was performed the other night : the exhi- 
bitor was a very tall man — he seemed all 
trousers, and jumped and strutted about the 
stage in a most violent and unaccountable 
manner — his head was covered with a pro- 
fusion of hair J and, as I sat on the first row in 

II 
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the pit^ and he balanced himsdf on one leg, 
and leant forwards over the stage-lamps, 
rolling his eyes and his ^ead about most 
fiercely, I felt tempted to cry out ^^ diake not 
*' thy gory locks at me ! " 

Latterly we have had some French vaude^ 
i^illes ; the life and soul of these amusing 
performances is Madame Van den Berg, pre- 
miere cantatrice of the Imperial Thc;atre of 
St. Petersburgh ^ she is really a good actress, 
and sings wdl, both in Italian and French : 
she is said to be rich, and to play more from 
inclination than for the sake of emolument. 
The French company is small, but they ma- 
nage to get up their little pieces very weD, 

The public carriages of Odessa aye called 
droshkis-^iheY are built low, and are usually 
made to convey one person only, thoi^h I 
have seen two, and even three, passengers 
stowed in them . The general way for a gentle- 
man to sit is as thomgh he wejre on horseback. 
The morning after my arrival, I had occasion 
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to mount one of these (to me) novel vehicles ; 
and, to tqll you the trath, I did not know 
exactly where to arrange my legs ; for I had 
no notion of riding on cushion -back : 
however, I watched others — ^bestrode my 
rocking-horse (for the springs are so elastic 
that the carriages yield to the slightest im- 
pulse) and was soon regularly installed a la 
Russe. The public droshkis are, for the 
most part, drawn by two horses^ one of the 
animals has his head tied up to a kind of 
hoop, which rises from the ends of the shafts 
to about a foot above his ears, which makes 
him look grand : — the other is so harnessed 
as to have his head drawn down almost to 
the ground, and on one side ; this, and the 
management of the reins, causes him to 
curvet. It is painful to see the poor crea- 
tures thus fettered, for mere shew. The 
driver sits on a very small dickey-box ^ his 
dress is picturesque, consisting of a very low 
hat, widening at the top, ornamented with a 
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broad silken band and bright buckle^ he 
v^ears a kind of frock coat^ fitting close to 
the waist^ round ^hich it is strapped— this 
coat has not any collar; and^ as the men have 
their hair cut extremely short all round^ the 
lower part of the back of the bead is bare^ 
as is also the neck. Many of these drivers 
have long beards. I have heard them singing 
wild, but not unpleasing airs — ^they appear 
to me to have a natural good taste for music. 
The public garden is not much frequented ; 
the plantations do not thrive. 

The fine dust with which, in dry weather, 
Odessa is almost continually infested, not 
being impregnated with ferruginous particles 
to any considerable degree, is not pernicious 
to health : the thousands of light waggons, 
which are constantly arriving and returning 
laden with corn and merchandise, are con- 
structed without any iron whatever, and are 
chiefly drawn by oxen. The city is generally 
salubrious. 
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A pi^pos of the oxen ^hich draw the 
light waggons : — ^their food on the route 
costs nothing ; the steppes furnish a suffi- 
cient quantity of grass ; therefore the Polish 
proprietors, whose estates are situated at a 
great distance, are enabled to fulfil the 
contracts they are required to enter into, to 
deliver their com at Odessa at the same price 
as is given for that which is grown in its 
neighbourhood. There are two large tanks 
at the entrance of Odessa^ for the supply of 
water ; this (as also the sinking of a number 
of wells) was one of the earliest works of the 
Duke De Richelieu f for a watering-place was 
indispensable in a city in the immediate vi- 
cinity of which there is no river, and where 
there is a constant succession of draught 
cattle. 

The principal Greek church is rather a fine 
building : it has a handsome cupola, covered 
with tin, which is painted green, and sur- 
mounted by a »ndl gilt spire ; the walls are 
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white^ and the whole edifice prec^ntd a Hveiy 
appearalDce. This chlireh is situated ia a 
very large dquare ; whicfa^ however, does ncrt 
in the least resemUe our London square } btit 
is a vast place, as the French wotild Sdy, 
without any pavement, nor gafden in the 
centre, and having only a few hooves here 
add there : in other parts of the city there 
are smaller Greek cbm*dies. 

The Roman Catholic chs^el is a neat, 
though not an extensive building ; there is 
• likewise a Lutheran chapel; and the Jews 
haVe their synagogue, which is large. 

Hou^e-rent is high-— provisions very cheap : 
there are a number of good shops, full of all 
sorts of useful and ornarliental ware^^ but 
there is not any exterior display. The bazaars 
are extensive, they consist of covered corri*^ 
dors ( forming large quadrangles) , with rows 
of shops opening upon them. The bazaars 
for provisions present a variety of groups and 
costumes. The Russian peasants are very fond 
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of tea^ and the venders of tltis Fefiresfaing be- 
y^age station themselves in the diffeteiit ba- 
zMrd iT^th brazen kettles ; a glass of brandy 
is generally sid>stitated for milk. 

The Jews inhabit a separate quarter — you 

will not be surprised to learn that it is filthy. 

There are^ however^ numbers of a distinct 

and Mperiof race^ who do not mix with the 

others ^ they are called Caraites^ or Caraims^ 

and are fine^ tall, handsome men j their 

eostume is quite different to that of the other 

Jews : their heads are shaven ; they wear 

high caps, made of black Astrakhan lambs'- 

skin, full trousers, and short jackets — ^their 

appearance is quite Asiatic. These people 

deal in Turkish-staffis, tobacco, pipes, balm 

of Mecca, shawls, coffee, attar of roses, 

Astrakhan lambs'-skins, etc., etc., and they 

are considered as being more honest in their 

dealings than the other Jews — ^they talk 

tittle, are very grave, and have expressive 

features ; the women do not, I believe, 

appear in public. 
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I did not inhabit the Hotel du Club more 
than ten days^ but took a private apartment 
in a house .nearly opposite \ being in the most 
lively^ and dusty^ part of the city. From my . 
windows there is a view of the harbour. I 
hired a servant^ a Greeks who speaks. seven 
or eight languages ; — the poor fellow is, to 
the best of my knowledge, honest, but he 
has an unfortunate attachment for his bottle, 
which however, like some other attachments, 
shews itself only by fits and starts — in this 
instance inconstancy may be said to be a 
virlue. It is very difficult: to get a good 
servant here. 

The society of Odessa is as varied as are 
the heterogeneous elements of which it is 
composed : there are but very few English 
residents \ the Russians, Greeks^ French and 
Italians have their respective coteries^ and 
seem, generally, to limit their visitings to 
their compatriots. The French and Italian 
languages are much spoken in good company. 
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I had a ktter. of introduction to James 
Yeames^ . Esq. ^ British Consul-General for 
the ports of the Black Sea^ and have received 
much kindness and attention from this' 
gentleman ; he is^ indeed, a most amiable 
man^ and possesses the esteem and respect of 
all who have the happiness*of knovriiig him. 
The Consulate may^ at this moment^ be said 
to be an honorary post ; for the Emoluments 
usually attached to this responsible office are 
in abeyance; but I can assure you that 
Mrhenever British interests are concerned our. 
worthy Consul-General invariably acts with, 
spirit and discernment. 

I have been most kindly received and en- 
tertained by several of the most respectable 
inhabitants of Odessa^ to whom I have been 
so fortunate as to be introduced : the English 
society is sometimes varied by the passage of 
travellers^ over-land^ to and from India. 

I go occasionally to the parade in the 
morning — nothing can be more perfect than 
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tbe ti^aitfin^ of the' Ru^iaii troops; but 
it is bam^atilig CO Iiumaii nature to see what 
a mere atrtomaton a jftussiau soldier is. 
Tbef mm are so pinched in at the v?aist^ and 
stiiifed out on the breast^ that they look more 
like pottt^pigtetis thaii any thinjg; elte. I 
really thi»k that> ^heii trussed up^ f hey could 
lioi flftoop to pkk up any thing firom the 
ground. The officers are equdiy stiff and 
waspisb-^I m^ian a^ to shape. I am told 
that di)»cipline is carried to A most disgusting 
extreMiOj for instance^ that a, Colonel is not 
afllowed to rit do\^n in the presence of a Ge- 
neral^ until the latter gracions^jf desir^ him 
to do SO; atid that this ridictdous etiquette is 
sdso practised ixt the subordinate grades — the 
poor Jhil pfrivate is oftentimes knocked 
(iown Without ceremony. I am assured^ 
thait, however exact the officers may be as to 
the correctness of their extemsd costume^ on 
parade o* elsewhere, it i^, in numerous 
instances^ mere outside shew ; that they fre- 
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quendy dispeose Vfith shirts ftfid stoekiligfs^ 
and vegetate in tbe most stoveoaiy manfter in 
their harrack-roonis, wfa^re^y oftefl t^a^in 
wrapped up msheqp-ski^^ ^h^sl their utii^ 
forms, are cttrefbtty put by. The dffi^ersi of 
the subaitei^n ranks are said to be lisuaHy 
men of little or no etducation^ consecfaeiitly 
their leisure time must be passed in the^ lUodt 
unprofitable \ray. 

The Russian soldier's pay is aboutteti pap^r 
roubles, or nine shillings sterling, a yedr ! 
nide pehc6 a month ! And the ^aetiOfi, 
per week, that bis food costs Gd^erimT^Ht 
(adcordihg to the account given to me b^ a 
person who is Well informed^ and ai h^n of 
veracity) is so ^mdU that I Will hot mentioti 
it. The most revolting part ol^ the biisiiliess 
is^ that the oommaiiders manage to pmioiti 
a certain pdttion of thepay, etc., of these^poot 
<)reatures ! False muster-drolls are also mdde 
out ( at least so I am told ), and the pay is 
drawn for the full strength, when the actual 
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number present is much inferior ; the surplus- 
money goes into the pockets of the chiefs^ 
Mfho also an*ange with the contractors for 
theibod, etc.^ o(. these imaginary combatants. 
These facts lead to the reflection that the 
strength of Russia has been much magnified. 
Her armies are^ no doubt^ very lai^e^ but not 
so comiderableas they appear to be on paper: 
-^when^ therefore^ you look at the extensive 
line of territory which the Autocrat's do- 
minions occupy^ the effectiue, not nominal 
strength of his raiments scattered along that 
lin&— the corruption and want of honour of 
the officers^ generally speaking; the degrade4 
state* of the men^ and the seeds of insurrection 
which are sown^ and which are ready to 
spring up when the favourable season shall 
arrive^ I think you will agree vrith me in 
considering that the means of Russia have 
been much exaggerated^ and ihat^ unaided 
by foreign coalition^ she never can disturb 
the tranquillity of Europe. 
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'Allow me to pursue this subject a little 
further. In Russia^ unless a man possess a 
commission in the army or navy he is not 
much considered ; in £act many of the civil 
appointments under government have a 
military rank attached to them^ so as to put 
the persons who fill those situations on a level 
with officers in the army : — judge then^ from 
the forcing sketchy what must be iike mass 
of a nation of which the class just described 
is the model ! I do not mean to say that 
amongst the nobility there are not many men 
of high intelligence and liberality of mind : 
— some of their fortunes are immense ; and 
Russian Noblemen^ who would da honour to 
any country^ are sure to be met with in the 
best circles in every part of the civilized 
world — I am speaking of the sjrstemsis 
exhibited to me in this microcosm of Odessa. 
Admitting then^ as I do^ that there are 
numerous highly-gifted individuals in Russia, 
it is not the less clear to me that the minds of 
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the inliuieiitial pprtioo of the community' are 
not;, gen^alls^f bent towards grand and de- 
yated views lor the fanlk x>f tbeir &ttow-» 
/covrntrpnim' Perhaps I should not be gouig 
itoo iar were I to say that the magnates of t^ 
lai^d think more of retaining their ancient 
jprivilegi^ (which can only be aoGom{d^hed 
by a Gontinctatipn of despotism^ and of those 
ftndal observances which perpefnat^ shvery 
and all it» evils) than of raising the other 
classes in the moral scale. If this were not 
the C4se, surely men who visitother coontries^ 
and see the cheerjwig effects of freedopi-^-of 
wiae jwad enlightened institutions^ and who 
b^ve witnessed in our blessed England^ the 
liberaJity of the higher orders^ ai^d the manly 
ind^pfsndepee and intelligence of the middle 
and humbler classes; all flowing from the 
same source — ^true patriotism — which points 
put that there ^nnot I^ any permanent 
happiness or security for one portion of society, 
if tb0 others be kept aloof by hauteur, cor« 
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rupUoDy a424 peaury : aujrely^ I ^, men 
>vho )mow all tbi^ w.oul4> ivile^^s re^Moed 
by spojie rooted prejudice aptipg on their 
feelings of persooal intiBr^sl;, e^qr( t'hw 
in&^efxc^ to pwt an fi^^d to th^ reyojtipg 
pery^rsLop of priuipiple witiich now pl!??^9ii^ 
throughout Russia. 

The i^lmperor AJie^a^der 4id ^ good deal 
in establi^ng schools^ etp.^ but I h^ye been 
told that the Ijiberality h^e di$|^aye4 a few 
years ago is now dyipg away^ aqd that wBtifSf» 
are rj^tnpgrading towards t)^ did routipe. 
I suppose the Czar found he cpvdd not 
struggle successfully against the stream. 
Autocrat as be is^ th^re may probably eidst 
an Autocracy roun^ abput his thi*one whiph 
weakens the force of h|s huznaxue decree.. 
The hatricate w^ of sdifishness is dif^cult to 
escape from^ eveii tl^oi^h an Emperor be the 
injtepded victim. 

Uufoirtun^tely I am able to ppe^je positively 
as to the tot^l ab^epce of all justice in th)s 
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coantry. It has fallen to my lot to have to 
manage a very unpleasant and complicated 
business ; and although I have contrived to 
keep out of a law-suit^ I have thought it my 
duty to nlake inquiries as to i/?hat remedy I 
should have^ in case matters should be pushed 
to extremity. Alas I I find that '^ the 
** glorious uncertainty of the law ^ is doubly 
uncertain here. • The Russian tribunals are 
all corrupt 1 The judges generally receive 
fees from both plaintiff and defendant^ and 
the highest bidder usually gains the cause !!! 
** But, " said I to my informant, " the laws 
are there; the judge must surely decide 
according to the- statutes. " — "Ah! my 
dear Sir, '' replied my friend, '^you speak as 
an Englishman^— ^but the jurisprudence of 
this country is all founded upon Imperial 
Ukases — your lawyer may find an Ukase 
perfectly applicable to your viewy and to the 
justice of the afiBair in question : — you may 
feel quite satisfied, in your own mind, that 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TO ODESSA. 177 

the decision must be in your favour ; — but 
your antagonist's solicitor will, in all pro- 
bability^ find another Ukase of a diametrically 
opposite tendency or (which is the same 
thing to you) it will be coaxed into the 
signification desired, by the attractive in- 
fluence of a personage well known in Great 
Britain by the appellation of the Old Lady in 
Threadneedle-Street, and who issues her 
firmans here in the shape of Russian bank- 
notes. It is true that a third Ukase might 
possibly be discovered, which, accompanied 
by a rouleau of ducats, would make the scales 
of justice incline to your side \ but this would 
be a costly proceeding, and even a just 
decree might be evaded by an adept^ who 
would be more than a match for you, with 
your old-fashioned, straightforward £nglish 
ideas. ^ 

^'Enough," rejoined I; ^^ it has always been 
my opinion that one had better make a great 
sacrifice than go to law ; but, here, nothing 
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short of total ruin could ensue to an honest 
man who might be tempted to meddle with 
Imperial Ukases. ^ 

Upon expressing my astonishment at the 
existence of such disgusting abuses^ observing 
that I had imagined that the Emperor was 
high-minded and just^ and that I presumed 
be must be ignorant of these \ile proceedings , 
I was told that the Czar knew all about it — 
that he deplored the evil — ^but that the go- 
vernment being too poor to pay the public 
officers adequately, these peccadilloes were 
winked at ! To this was attached another 
piece of information, viz. that after a man 
has been at his post long enough to have 
lined his pockets well by his mal-practices, 
he is put on the shelf to make room for some 
half-starved aspirant : — so that the system 
is carried on from one generation to another. 

The contracts for the government supplies 
qre secured and acted upon in the most ne- 
farious manner. I know^ from a good source. 
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that the contractors bribe the authorities 
whose duty it is to superintend the due per- 
fbrmauce of their engagements, and that the 
most wholesale peculation is carried on 
unblushingly. 

I had heard of something of this kind 
from a worthy sea-captain with whom I 
sailed from Jamaica. He had been engaged 
in the St. Petersbourg trade ; and he assured 
me that officers in the navy were in the 
habit of going on board his ship (and other 
vessels ) on her arrival at Kronstadt, and of 
offering faim^ the master, for sale, anchors, 
cables, cordage^ and all sorts of naval stores, 
stamped with the imperial mark^ and quite 
new out of the arsenal !!! It seems that the 
storekeeper had an understanding with the 
officers, and issued fresh articles, on the de- 
claration that the stolen goods had been worn 
out in the service ! I ought to add, that my 
honest captain assured me he never bought so 
much as a rope-yarn of these "honourable 
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men*' and I believed him firmly, for he was 

^n excellent and upright Briton. 

In this arbitrary country, where the pu- 
nishments for crimes are so severe^ — ^where a 
man can be sent to Siberia, or be lacerated 
by ibe knout, almost without being told 
what for — where espionage prevails to a 
frightful extent — ^it seems most extraordinary 
that neither the fear of detection nor of 
chastisement aiTests the despoilers. The 
fact appears to be, that so long as a man does 
not conspire against the state — so long as he 
contents himself with reading the St. Peters- 
bourg Gazette, and admits that all is for the 
best in this best of all possible empires, he 
may commit robbery, perjury, and injustice 
with impunity — The Emperor winks at 
it !!! — and yet we are told of the power — the 
resources— the influence of Russia. — ^What ! 
when the Emperor winks at the corruption 
by which the public servants are supported 
and enriched? — when the judges can be 
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bought for a few roubles P^^yfheUy in shorty 
almost every public fiiuctionary has his price? 

I have already mendoned that the mer- 
chants are classed ; this is unpleasant^ and 
partakes of the military footing on which 
every thing is placed. The term Copetz^ 
by which merchants are designated^ applies 
also to shopkeepers, and is not much relished 
by the former. I ara assured that unless a 
merchant be of the Jirst guild he is not al- 
lowed to. have, more than two horses to his 
carriage ; plebeians, in general^ are forbidden 
to drive four, excepting when travelling post. 

These sumptuary laws are remnants of 
barbarism which would not be tolerated in 
a free country ; and they must create heart- 
burnings and discontent in this — the more so 
as the nobility (both Russian and Polish ) are 
oftentimes haughty and arrogant in their 
demeanour towards those who do not belong 
to their class. 

Talking of four horses to the carriages qf 
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the nobility^ I most tell you that a great 
parade is made of them : — the leaders are 
very distant from the wheel-horses j the traces 
being eleven or twelve feet long, and fastened 
in a point to the carriage-pole : there is a 
coachman and a postillion, the latter being 
generally a lad, dressed something like a 
droshki-Ariwev ; what appears singular to me 
is, that be rides on the o^leader, so that he 
is obliged to hold the whip in his left hand : 
— at the risk of being set down for a punster, 
I must say that this gives a gauche appearance 
to the whole concern. 

By day, the jockey gives notice of the 
approach of the great folks by a shrill whistle, 
and, at night, by a shriek, or scream : — it is a 
singular transition, on leaving the theatre, 
one's ear still vibrating from the effects of 
the sweet warbling of the Prima Donnay to 
have those delicious twitterings frightened 
away by the Kozak-boy's cry, as he rides up 
to the vestibule. 
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The Greeks are not in very good odour 
here : some persons have assured me that 
their principles are worse than those of the 
Jews — this is going very far indeed — be it as 
it may, there certainly does not appear to be 
the same enthusiasm for their cause here as 
exists in places more remote &om the scene 
of action. 

I visited the quarantine establishment a 
fe\v days ago. There is a long mole, or 
pier, to which the masters of vessels come, 
in their boats, to confer with their consignees. 
I accompanied my hospitable friend Mr.****,, 
and thus had an opportunity of witnessing 
some of the formalities of the place. Two 
or three commanders of merchantmen that 
were consigned to his house were waiting 
for him : — a wooden paling separated us 
from the quay, and my friend had enough to 
do to answer the captains, who occasionally 
spoke all at the same moment, and on dif- 
ferent matters of business ; he contrived at 
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length to satisfy all parties, and they shoved 

off. 

In another part are the parloirs, where 
the persons \vho are performing quarantine 
speak to their friends through a grating. 
Adjoining this place is a long jetty, whereon 
they can take exercise^ and their lodgings are 
at a short distance. 

There were several melancholy groups — 
amongst them a few Turks — they all seemed 
ready to ejaculate, like Sterne's starling, ^^ I 
canJt get out — I can't get out. ^ 

' Tis annoying enough to be kept fifteen 
days, at least, cooped up in a cage; but 
the evil is a necessary one, and the best re- 
medy is that of the philosophical Spaniards — 
paciencia. What strange beings we are! 
and how easily ( and oftentimes ridiculously) 
we suffer ourselves to be affected by local- 
ities! — Now, when you look at people 
through bars, and know that they are con- 
fined to a limited spot within those bars^ 
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and that jou are free, a feeling of pity for 
them (mingled with one of self-complacency) 
takes possession of the mind } and although 
you are aware that the Je7e/ti^ are the most 
respectable individuals in the worlds their 
long faces^ and anxious glances^ together 
with the guards and turjikey-looking attend- 
ants^ almost make you regard your worthy 
friends as culprits : — ^this is really very wrong; 
ibr^ we ourselves may be in limbo to-morrow 
or next day, and we should feel extremely 
indignant if our acquaintance should look 
(down upon us. It is not pleasant to feel 
that one is a suspected article^ if only with 
reference to the plague. 

Almost every body here smokes a la 
. Turque. The pipes are made of long cherry- 
sticks^ which form a considerable article of 
commerce from TifQis. The grand display is 
in the mouth-pieces, which are made of 
amber, and are more or less ornamented with 
enamel and gold : I have seen some deco- 
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rated vdth precious stones. In houses where 
I have viiited^ several pipes were ranged 
against the walls in the dining-rooms^ much 
in the same way as the queues are placed in 
a billiard-room. The Oriental custom of 
ofimog the pipe to visitors is kept up here ; 
the amber mouth-piece is said to be a safeguard 
against any unpleasant consequences that 
might arise from different persons using the 
same pipe : — the stem, or stick, is long 
enough to rest on the ground. The Turkish 
tobacco ia of a very superior description ; its 
aromatic odour is a temptation too strong to 
be resisted ^ so I have, occasionally, ^^ puffed 
sorrow away" like my neighbours. 

At a real Russian dinner it is customary 
to have a side-table covered with caviare, 
Bologna-sausages, and all sorts Qifriandiaesj 
which are partaken of in no sparing manner 
before dinner ; drams of brandy and other 
liqueurs complete the whet : — then comes 
the dinner, which is most copious and supe-« 
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rior^ as are the wines> wbich circulale freely. 
After that has been discussed^ cofiee^ liqueurs ^ 
and pipes are introduced. When you are at 
Rome, you know, it behoveth you to do as 
the Romans do ; but really th«*e ate some 
things that one cannot do. My complaisance 
carried me as £ar as my nature could go, and 
I partook of the good things that were succes- 
sively and hospitably set before me, as long 
as possible; at length I was obliged (I 
am now speaking of one memorabk dinner), 
to 8ay<^-^^^ Aly dear Sir, Rome was not buik 
in a day>«-I dare say that, in time^ I shall bt 
able to comply with the excdlent oustoms 
of this country and of your most hospitable 
house^-'but, p<Mr le moment^ my stomach 
is not so accommodating as I would £iin have 
it-^most rdttctantly am I forced to dedine 
partaking of this choice pUu. " 

The Russians speak foreign languages with 
great facility; it is not uncommon, in the 
genteel walks of lifo^ for children to speak 
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Russian^ German^ French^ Italian^ .and 
Engflisb — ^by beidg thus accu^tomed^ from 
their earliest infancy^ to this useful practice^ 
they possess great advantages on entering 
into society. 

A fiew days ago I ^ritnessed a portion of 
the .ceremony of baptism in the Greek church. 
The priest (a young man ) wore a vestment 
embroidered with crosses; his light*brown 
hair was combed smoothly off the forehead, 
and flowed over his shoulders in wavy tresses. 
The holy-water was contained in a brazea 
font, neither elegant nor clean; around it 
were stuck several very small wax-lights — 
there were two lads in attendance, who 
chanted the responses. The parents of the 
iniiBint held each a taper, and during the 
first part of the ceremony the mother had the 
child in her arms. The priest^ after some 
preparatory prayers, anointed the infant, in 
various parts of its body^ with some liquid 
contained in a small phial, taking care, each 
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time^ to make the sign of the cross ; then he 
took it from the mother, and covering its 
little mouth and eyes with one hand, im- 
mersed the entire body three times in the 
holy-water, and gave the child to the father 
(a Greek) who held a new napkin to receive 
it : — some of the hair was then cut off, by 
the priest, and given to the mother, who^ 
rolled it up as a little ball, which she cast into 
the font — the priest now dipped a sponge 
into the holy-^water, and again made the' 
sign of the cross on different parts of the 
infent's firiame. This done, he fixed a kind 
of veil made of white linen or calico, and 
ornamented with a bow of ribbon, around 
the lower part of the child's head, so that it 
fell over the neck, and afterwards (some 
more ceremonies, chanting, etc., having been 
performed) he placed an embroidered cap 
on its head — then he marched all round 
the church with the babe in his arms, re- ' 
turning it afterwards to the father, who 
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kissed a crucifix which was held up to him, 
as did also the mother ; anon they kissed the 
priest's hand. When all was over, the man 
gave money to the ecclesiastic and to his 
assistants, received their compliments and 
salutations, and the party went their way. 

The Greek churches are adorned with por- 
traits of saints ; the ground of the picture is 
almost always gilt. 

The chanting is very fine : vocal music 
only, is performed in these temples, and I 
must say that the effect produced thereby is 
peculiarly pleasing : so much was I delighted, 
the first time I heard it, that I followed my 
ear until I came dose to the singers.-*-*! bad 
fostered the romantic idea that such heavenly 
strains must have proceeded from a warbling 
choir of pretty young nuns, and I felt irresis- 
tibly drawn towards the spot where I sup- 
posed the tender sensitive creatures might 
be hymning behind a curtained grating, 
through a corner of which^ peradventure. 
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I might catch a ray from a bright eye, 
beaming with religion and love^udge then 
of my surprise, and utter disappointment^ at 
seeing four or five shabby, ragged, filthy old 
men, with most un-*romantic mouths and 
other features, packed together in a dirty pew 
— these were the choristers ! And thus was 
I disenchanted. 

The Greek priests are not, I believe, re-» 
markable either for learning or piety. The 
ceremonies of this church appear to me to be 
calculated to perpetuate superstition and igno* 
ranee — there is a good deal of pantoniime ; 
'—part of the service is performed behind a 
gilt latticed folding-door, through which 
you may perceive a small chapel, and the priest 
flitting about from one missal to another ; 
suddenly the folding-doors are thrown open 
with JracdSy and the clergyman comes 
forward repeating some prayers, to which the 
chanters respond^-certainly in most touching 
tones — presently he returns to the sanctuary. 
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the doors are closed^ and^ this time^ a crim- 
son curtain is briskly drawn across the gilt 
lattice-work ; and a low murmuring voice is 
heard within. At difierent periods of the 
service the congregation bow their heads ; 
occasionally they fall on their knees^ and 
strike their foreheads on the pavement. The 
foregoing is but a very imperfect description 
of these rites. 

The news of the death of Louis XVIII. 
arrived at Odessa a short time ago. The 
French Consul had a grand funeral service 
performed in the Roman Catholic churchy 
which was hung with blacky and a catafalque 
erected in the centre : — ^the public authorities 
were invited^ as well as the foreign Consuls. 
This Prince appears to have been much re- 
spected^ and his death is considered by 
Frenchmen as a great national calamity : 
he was called le Roi Legislateur, and had 
the reputation of wisdom and sincerity : his 
brother the Count d'Artois, who has succeeded 
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to the throne of France has the appellation of 
le PreuoCy le Roi Chevalier. Charles X. has 
commenced his reign by a conciliatory and 
liberal line of conduct ; a continuance of this 
enlightened policy will consolidate the con- 
stitutional liberties of the French nation. 

I have heard of a prophecy with a double 
meaning attached to it^ which I cannot 
exactly understand: — this proceeds^ doubt- 
less, from the obtuseness of my intellect. 
The lines are 

Quand Louis mourra , 
Charles Dix paraitra. 

There is a play upon the two last words in 
the second line : — ^instead of Charles Dix pa-- 
ratiray — Charles the Tenth will appear — the 
prophet means to say Charles disparattra — 
Charles will disappear. One would imagine 
that Charles X. must, on succeeding to the 
crown of France, appear more than ever (i). 

(i) The Odessa prophecy is fulfilled — Charles the Tenth 
has disappeared ! and the prediction may be accounted 

i3 
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Count Langeron is much beloved in Odessa ; 
he is a very fine looking man — I am told he 
is upwards of seventy years of age, though, 
from his appearance^ I should say he is not 
more than fifty. There are some interesting 
historical recollections attached to the name of 
Count Langeron : — he served in the Russian 
army under the command of Field-Marshal 

for by the knowledge the prophet, no doubt, had of the 
xiharacter of the Count d'Artois ; and his conviction that 
Louis the Eighteenth (who was the sheet-anchor of the 
Charter), having been carried off, the vessel of the 
«tate would no longer ride in safety ; and that the weak- 
ness and obstinacy of his successor would, sooner or later> 
€ause him to be driven from his throne. 

A dose c^servation of human nature might give rise to 
many predictions which would turn out to be as true as 
that concerning Charles X. It is, however, a curious 
fact, that almost immediately after his accession, and long 
liefore his brilliant coronation at Rheims, I should, on the 
shores of the Black Sea, hear that downfall foretold, 
which / witnessed in Paris in so comparatively short a 
lime afterwards* 

Paris, August, i83i. 
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Souwarro^^ at the sieg;e of Ismail^ many 
years ago. 

During the summa:' months, clouds of 
locusts obscure the sky; they are most destruc- 
tive to the corn . When I say clouds of locusts 
I do not speak figuratively — I have seen 
them. 

A curious proof of the avidity Yrith which 
the Jews look after profit^ even of the smallest 
kind, has just come to my recollection. 
Many of them are money-changers ; but^ not 
content with establishing offices in different 
parts of the city, they have portable shops, 
which they plant in the most frequented tho- 
roughfares : — the shop consists of a glass^ase 
containing coin of all kinds ; this case stands 
on a table, in front of which sits the Jew 
bullion merchant, on a stool : — ^no operation 
of exchange is too trifling for him, and he is 
sure to make his customers pay highly for his 
agency — it is very necessary to weigh your 
ducats, or piastres, before accepting them. 

i3.. 
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I have now given you an unconnected^ and 
I fear very imperfect^ account of Odessa. 
It has been truly said^ that^ to be enabled to 
reason prudently on a country^ one ought to 
inhabit it in all seasons — Ihavenotbeen quite 
three months here^ and therefore must rely 
on your kindness in making allowance far 
sA defects. 

A gentleman^ with whom I am acquainted 
calls pdessa the world's end : it is^ cer- 
tainly^ a place by itself— ^a singular spot 
— a semi-oriental city. Gi-eat monotony 
naturally prevails^ owing to the causes al- 
ready mentioned ; that is to say^ the want of 
amalgamation of the individuals of different 
nations in general society ^ the rigid quaran- 
tine to which vessels are subjected^ which 
occasions an absence of the usual life and 
movement of a sea-port town ; and the decay 
of commerce. Now and then we have news 
of the engagements between the Greeks and 
Turks — in a few hours the partial excitement 
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ceases^ and all goes on again in the beaten 
track. 

The climate is very variable : hist month 
( October) the weather was alternately exces- 
sively hot and piercing cold. The mode of 
heating the apartments is^ to me, comfortless; 
the poeleSy or stoves, are commonly built in 
the antechamber, and one corner of your 
sitting-room is cut ofFby a wall of dutch-tiles 
which readies to l^e ceiling — this is, infect, 
the back of the stove^ You, who know what 
a salamander I am —how I love a cheerful 
fire- side, and to see my friends around me>-^ 
will easily conceive that these oven& are very 
insipid to me : — yet, although no crackling 
blaze is to be seen, I have caught myself, 
more than once, with the flaps of my coat 
under my arms, my back turned to the warm 
<;orner, and lost in a drowsy reverie, from 
which I have been roused by the scorching 
heat of the porcelain tiles. I endeavour to 
make myself happy wherever I may chance 
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to sojourn^ and shall even feel a {]^ood deal on 

quitting Odessa — for I have been iavoured 

with much attention by several amiable 

individuals. 

I regret not to have been able to visit 
INikolaiew^ where the principal arsenal for the 
Russian fleet in the Black Sea is. established; 
-*-this fleet is coraoianded by Admiral Greig^ 
a Briton — he is universally esteemed. Niko- 
laiew (on the river Bog) is about a hundred 
and twenty werstes ( nearly seventy English 
miles) from Odessa; which city is situated 
between the Bog and the Dniester^ in lati- 
tude 4628"' N., longitude 3024" E. 

I have already given you an outline of my 
ideas concerning Autocracy : — there is an- 
other sort of cracy^ which has great influence 
in Russia — viz. bureau^cracj. I was asto- 
nished at seeing the extent of the police 
establishment here, on going through the 
needful forms respecting my passport. Hun- 
dreds of clerks are employed; and it was 
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melancholy to see the poor, dirty, anxious* 
looking^ labourers^ waiting for God knows 
what permit to follow their humble callings 
— no doubt fees were paid for these docu- 
ments. 

In order to perpetuate the revenues of the 
bureau^cratSy the trammels that are thrown 
around society become every day more 
complicated and entangling — I fear that it 
will require a tremendous and appalling effort 
to burst them asunder. 

I forgot to mention that a subscription has 
been set on foot for a monument to be erected 
to the memory of the Duke De Richelieu. 
The statue is to be of bronze, and the pe- 
destal of granite : I rather think the moment 
is unfavourable ; for commerce is at too low 
an ebb for merchants to afford to be as liberal 
as the occasion merits. 

I expect to leaye in eight or ten days ; and 
have been introduced to a gentleman (a 
merchant established here) who is going to 
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Vienna and Trieste ; a mutual friend has 
strongly recommended us to each other as 
travelling companions. I have some thoughts 
of going round by Trieste and Venice ; at all 
events^ I have made arrangements for having 
letters of recommendation for those cities. 

Upon comparing our carriages^ that belong- 
ing to^ Mr. S — turns out to be the more 
roomy of the two ; I have therefore decided 
on disposing of my caleche. When I look 
at the staunch little carriage in which I per- 
formed my long and solitai'y journey, I 
confess I do not like the idea of parting with 
it : — it served me for parlour and bed-room 
during many a weary day and night — every 
pocket has some souvenir attached to it : — 
true, I got many a hard knock as it waddled 
through the Polish ruts, and, occasionally, 
one of the low fore-wheels was seen rolling 
along ahead, whilst we ( that is, the caleche, 
the postillion, and I) remained all on one 
side — however; such was the simplicity of 
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the construction of the vehicle that a new 
linchpin set all to rights, and away we went 
again ; but the best friends must part. 

As my fellow-traveller takes his servant 
with him, I shall discharge poor John — alias 
Juan — alias lyidJi'— alias Giovanni. 

The season being so far advanced, it becomes 
necessary to guard against its chilling effects, 
especially as we shall travel post^ night and 
day : — I am about, then, to enact the part of 
a Russian Bear— my skin is already in a state 
of preparation ; and, as I mean to be a very 
well-bred bear, and will neither growl nor 
bite, I am not to be muzzled. 

You shall hear from me from Brody or 
Vienna — Adieu. Yours faithfully. 
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LETTER VIII. 



Baodt, 1st December, 1 



MY DEAR €♦♦♦♦, 



Various circumstances detained me at 
Odessa until the aStb of November. 

My friends in that city continued to favour 
me with the most gratifying and solid atten-* 
tions until the last^ and I quitted them with 
much reluctance. 

One of the evils attending the wandering 
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life I have led^ from my earliest youth^ is 
that of being obliged to forego the society of 
estimable individuals^ at the very moment 
y^hen it is becoming most agreeable and va- 
luable — just at that point whare the formal- 
ity of new acquaintance is beginning to yield 
to the quiet and progressive influence of daily 
intercourse— of kindness displayed by the 
resident^ and appreciated by the stranger. 
The last pressure of the hand wrings the 
heart too ; and the only consolation on these 
painful occasions^ is^ the hope that a meeting 
may again take place under circumstances 
that will allow of the party obliged (as I was 
in this case) shewing friendly attentions in 
return. 

My poor John was so unhappy after my. 
announcement of not intending to take him 
with me, that he fled to his bottle for conso- 
lation, to my great annoyance ; for at the 
last, when his services were most required, 
he was almost constantly intoxicated. Two 
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evenings before I left, he received me, on my 
return from dining out, with a lighted candle 
in each hand, which he crossed and re-crossed 
in the same way as you may have seen a rope- 
dancer do with two little flags, — reeling all the 
while, yet avoiding a fell with as much dexte- 
rity as could the most practised acrobate ; 
and trying to stammer out an apology. 

I felt for him, poor follow, and did not let 
him sufFer for his foilings — ^we are all weak 
creatures, and severity ill becomes any of us. 

At length the time for departure arrived : 
we had agreed to start ^from the residence of 
Mr. S — , who came foi* me in a diH>shhi at 
about eight in the evening. Two of my 
friends had kindly called, wishing to see me 
off ^ — so we all went together, and when ar- 
rived at the house of Mr. S — we found se- 
veral of his friends assembled. 

I was enveloped in a large black bear-skin, 
with the for next me, and so contrived as to 
form a loose travelling-coat ^ the outside being 
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of coarse green cloth : I also had on a pair 
of large boots^ reaching above the knees^ and 
Uned with fur — a Greek cap^ made of black 
Astrakhan lambs' skin^ with a scarlet patch on 
the crown^ adorned my bead ; and a red 
worsted scarf was twisted several times round 
my neck — this wrapper was so arranged as 
to admit of its covering my ears and nose^ in 
case of need : — add to all these coverings, 
thick gloves lined with fur, and you will 
have a tolerable notion of the outlandish 
figure that was standing near the carriage, 
ready to set-ofF, in a fine ^tar-light night at 
the end of November, 

Hearing a convulsive sound near me, as 
though some one were sobbing, I looked 
round and perceived my poor servant — quite 
sober — ^but crying like a child : — ^he got close 
up to me, took my hand, and kissed it — in 
broken accents wished me a safe journey — 
and retired. 

The gates of the city being closed, we had 
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made intearest to have a Kozak to accompany 
us^ with directions that we might he allowed 
to pass. 

All was now ready — I shook hands with 
my two friends ; those of my fellow-traveller 
emhraced him^ and offered to go through a 
similar ceremony with me — I declined these 
salutations^ hut^ cheerfully and cordially 
holding out my hand^ the movement was fol- 
lowed by the whole party, and we seemed 
quite to understand each other. 

I ought to mention that we had provided 
ourselves with a good-sized, sonorous bell, 
which was strongly tied to the end of the 
carriage-pole, and was intended to announce 
our approach to the post-hOuses, as well as 
to give warning on the road at night. 

Off then we went — our four horses running 
abreast : — we soon reached the city-gates 
(which were opened wide at the voice of the 
Kozak) and dashed through, at full gallop 
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— the driver calliag out to tlie animals; and 

whipping them unmercifoUy : 

Horses spriDging, 

Their heeb mud fUnging, 

The bell a-ringing 

All so loud, 
Set my ears a-tingling, 
And my heart a-jingliiig— - 
— Divers thoughts mingling 

In acroyrd. 

The confused din must have turned the 
brains of the poor cattle (as .you will think is 
the case with mine when you read the above 
wretched doggerel), for they ran away, and 
leaped rather a wide ditch at the side of the 
road, dragging the carriage after them — ^fortu- 
nately it remained blocked up in the dike. 
Before I knew exactly what was the matter 
my brother-traveller had jumped out — I 
quickly followed his example : — the horses 
were pacified by dint of great exertion, and, 
putting our shoulders to the wheel, in the 
fullest sense of the plirase, we extricated the 
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vehicle and found our way into the road from 
another part of the field. 

Our adventures on the route to Radzie- 
willow were not nuraerous-r-the post-road is 
rather longer than that which I traversed in 
going out. We forced our way through the 
mud in a most determined manner — fre- 
quently the slough reached the axle-tree^ and 
we were often obliged to take six or eight 
horses ; this was more annoying than the dust 
in the summer months. 

One morning, the towers of Bender were 

visible in the distance. I had a great desire 

to visit the place where Charles XII. took 
refuge, 

**—— After dread Pultowa's day 
When Fortune left the royal Swede : " 

but the plan of travelling I had fallen 
in with did not admit of an excursion 
which would have proved so interesting to 
me. I was constrained, therefore, to be sa- 
tisfied with looking on the walls of Bender 

i4 
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until they dwindled into a speck : — then, 
shutting myself up in my impervious mantle 
— my furry closet — ^I meditated on the vicis- 
situdes of the monarch who, after such 
brilliant feats, had been obliged to flee before 
2^ potentate not less extraordinary than him- 
self, and whose army of eighty thousand 
men he had, but a short period before, de- 
feated with only eight thousand Swedes ! — 
dharles claimed the hospitality of the Turks : 
— ^nobly, indeed, did the Grand Seignor 
answer that claim ! And, when reflecting on 
the history of these transactions, one must 
admire the generosity and forbearance of the 
Ottomans towards the pugnacious king, who, 
when he had no enemies to fight withal, 
<lisplayed his prowess in combating his 
friends^ — turning his dwelling-house at 
Bender (or rather at the village of Varnitza) 
into a fortress, in which he sustained a siege; 
caused his faithful followers, and many of 
the generous Moslems, to be cut in pieces — 
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and fought like a lion himself against those 
who had no hostile intentions towards him ! 
Still he was a hero — and I wrought up my 
imagination to a high pitch on thinking of 
the moment when, the house having been set 
on fire by the Turks, by means of arrows 
with lighted torches affixed to them, the king 
seized a small cask full of liquid, and, aided 
by two of his men, threw it into the fire in 
order to extinguish it. Instead of water, the 
barrel was full of brandy! — the flames became 
still more violent — ^the roof fell in — the smoke 
and heat were suffocating — ^^Come on, my 
friends, " said the intrepid Charles, ^' let us 
sally forth and cut our way to the Chancery, 
which is fire-proof." The Turks, who sur- 
rounded the burning edifice^ were horror- 
struck at not seeing the Swedes make an 
attempt to escape ,• and thought they had 
fallen victims to the devouring element — 
their astonishment, therefore, must have been 
great on seeing the doors thrown open and 

14.. 
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the King of Sweden — more mad than ever, 
with despair — rushing forth, with the 
remnant of his little troop, completely armed 
Bnd in menacing attitudes ! — instead of crying 
out for quarter, each man fired off his two 
pistols together; then, throwing their fire-arms 
away, the gallant band drew their swords and 
drove the Turks before them !— but they 
were soon surrounded : — Charles wore his 
long military boots (as usual ), and, his spurs 
becoming entangled at this critical juncture, 
he fell down — was rushed upon by a score 
of Janizaries, and, when overpowered ty 
numbers, threw his sword into the air rather 
than deliver it up ! — he then suffered himself 
to be carried to the Pacha's quarters by the 
Turks ' some holding him by the legs, others 
by the shoulders), without a word of impa- 
tience escaping from his lips, or a flash of 
fury from his eye — ^but, on the contrary, he 
smiled on the Janizaries and on the bearers, 
as they cried out Alia! in tones of indigna- 
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tion, mingled with respect ; — his anger and 
his sword were cast away together ! 

Such were my cogitations, whilst retired 
within myself as we quitted the neighbour- 
hood of Bender. The picture I had been 
drawing made me start as from a dream — my 
companion seemed surprised — ^^^ I was think- 
ing of Charles XII," said I^ and looking 
about me, remarked a family of Mcddavians 
passing i« a large cart. The women were 
clothed in sheep-skins, and their faces were 
mufQed up so as only to leave the eyes free. 
The act of making my observations on these 
people soon caused me to skip over more than 
a century, and to consider the world in its 
actual state, when a fresh set of heroes and 
madmen are pursuing their course — to be 
soon replaced by others. 

We made our entry into Tulozyn with 
eight horses (for although the number 
stipulated in the Podaroschna was but four, 
the bad slate of the roads warranted the post- 
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masters in allowing the number to be aug- 
mented), and yet we.stuck in the mud nearly 
in the middle of the town ; whilst a Jew, 
mounted on a strong animal and leading three 
others, rode round us, armed with a long 
cart-whip, and seemed by his cynical look to 
chide us for having preferred the Russian 
post, and to enjoy our embarrassment. 

A mode of travelling post in these regions 
has been mentioned jto me, which might suit 
persons who do not speak the Russian lan- 
guage. The Jews will engage to convey you 
day and night, changing horses at the dwell- 
ings of people of their own religion : — by 
managing to leave at sunset on a Saturday, 
the journey from Odessa to Radziewillow 
might, almost to a certainty, be performed 
before the return of the Sabbath, even if the 
roads should be as bad as they now are. 

The Russian post-horses are small rough- 
coated animals — I believe they are never 
groomed. 
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I could QOt pay a visit to the venerable 
Mosie Lebb^ for v^e stopped at the Christian 
TracteerSj and I must have waded through 
so much mire in order to reach the old 
man's dwellings that I was obliged to fore- 
go the pleasure of seeing him. This same 
Tracteer^s establishment is by no means 
brilliant ; it is conducted by a German woman 
and her daughter^ and the room in which we 
took our soup was smaU and comfortless; 
the only furniture being about half a dozen 
common tables and a few shabby chairs. In 
a general way we were obliged to rely on a 
little stock of provisions with which we 
supplied ourselves at Odessa — good coffee 
and eggs were to be had at some of the Jewish 
inns. 

At nine o'clock last night, we arrived at 
Radziewillow — ^having, travelled with hardly 
any intermission^ during five successive days 
and nights. 

We were informed by the sentinel that it 
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would be impossible to enter the town until 
the next morning : — this was sad inteUigence^ 
for we were much i^tigued, the night was 
piercing cold, and there were not any houses 
in the neighbourhood ; therefore we seemed 
doomed to make the carriage our place of 
shelter, without the movement, or excitement 
of getting over the ground. 

Being resolved, however, not to yield 
without an effort, we alighted, and entered 
the guard-house. The post was commanded 
by a Major : you cannot imagine a more mi- 
serable place than the guard- room in which 
we found this officer and three others, seated 
at a greasy, rickety table^ playing at some 
game with most foul cards : — the place was 
dimly lighted by two trumpery candles stuck 
in bottles, adown the dustv sides of which 
the classic streams of grease meandered softly. 
These gentlemen took but little notice of us 
poor way-worn travellers ; and I begq^i to 
feel the growling propensities of the animal 
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whose s>kin I wore, rising in my breast, when 
the churlish Ursa^Major declared, with 
force, that we must remain all night in the 
carriage. 

The cards were shuffled — the Major looked 
big, and the subs looked little — ^we remon- 
strated again and again :— I could not speak 
Kussian, but I put in my word in French, 
and Jew-German, embellished with an occa- 
sional groan, or growl. On making rather 
a brisk turn (I suppose of vexation), my 
money rattled in my pocket ; — whether it was 
owing to this circumstance, or in conse- 
quence of a hint thrown out by m v compa nion, 
I do not pretend to say, but certain it is that 
^^ a change came o'er the spirit of the Major ; 
— *he began to explain — the game was sus- 
pended — ^the Podaroschna was examined^ as 
well as our passports : — shoulders were 
shrugged — eyebrows elevated — two cabo- 
s^anses or silver roubles ( worth about seven 
shillings) were quietly laid on the table by 
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my friend— who knew what he was about — 
and then our papers were countersigned and 
returned to us. The bottle was now passed (I 
mean the bottle with the candle stuck in it — 
not of old Port) to one of the constellation of 
Ursa^Minory who lighted us out, and gave 
orders to the sentinel to let us pass : — thus 
we entered Radziewillow, in contravention, 
as it would appear, of the standing orders 
and regulations ! The sound and fury of the 
Field Officer signified nothing but two silver 
rouhles-^zvA I had a practical proof of Russian 
military honour and integrity :-— again I say, 
that whilst corruption exists, as here exem^ 
plified (for this little scene is an epitome of 
the whole Russian system) there is no reason 
to dread Russian preponderance, if other 
nations will but look at facts with a clear 
eye. 

It may, perhaps, appear ungenerous, after 
availing myself of the permission to enter 
the town, to animadvert so strongly on the 
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conduct of the person who enabled me to 
do so — I certainly felt very much c4>liged to 
the Major — and cared not a fig for my share 
of the silver roubles : the anecdote is related 
merely to show how matters are managed in 
Russia. If there had been no standing order 
against the entrance of travellers after a certain 
hour — or, if the officer commanding the sta- 
tion had a discretionary power-p-then aU I 
say is, that it would have come with a better 
grace if that power bad been displayed in our 
favour without the persuasive aid of the two 
caboi^anses: — ^if^ on the other hand, the 
orders were strict and peremptory, the Major 
ought not to have suffered them to be in- 
fringed on anjr account — at least these are 
my notions as to the duty of a military man 
— ^and I think that, unless an army be go- 
verned by such principles, it cannot be de- 
pended on* 

We now drove to the Hotel deSt. Peters- 
houfg — Mr. Jacobson's -- where I felt sure we 
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should meet with good accommodation . We 
fi)und the house lighted up^ and full of gay 
company : there was a grand ball, which was 
attended by the principal personages of the 
neighbourhood. I inquired for Mr. Jacobson, 
but could hardly get an answer from the 
attendants : at length we found our way to 
the kitchen^ where aU sorts of good things 
charmed our eyes, and regaled our nostrils ; 
— how fortunate to have arrived at what a 
school-boy would have called pudding-time ! 
I really felt anxious to see Mr. Jacobson ; 
— for you will perhaps recollect how much 
he had interested me, on my way out : — at 
last, became. 

To be sure I was travel-worn, and in a 
different costume to that in which he had seen 
me before : — supposing this would account 
for his not seeming to recognise me, I told 
him who I was — said we had just arrived 
from Odessa, and intended to pass the night 
al his house ; and finished by requesting 
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that he would order rooms and refreshment 
to be prepared for us : — ^but Mr. Jacob^on 
either could not, or would not, recollect the 
man who had passed some hours in his house 
only three months before, and who had heard 
with patience and sympathy ihe tale of his 
misfortunes ! — he appeared very busy, de- 
clared that every corner in his house had 
been bespoke for weeks before, for the com- 
pany now aijsembled — that every mouthful of 
provisions was also embargoed — and that, 
in fact, he could not accommodate us: — so 
taken up was he with his guests that he could 
scarcely find time to say he was sorry to turn 
us away — for he left us, very unceremon- 
iously, to attend to the more fortunate persons 
who had possession of the house. 

We lingered about for some time, and 
requested the head-cook to persuade his mas- 
ter to allow us 10 purchase a fowl, or 
a ham, or something — 'twas of no use — all 
"we got were broad stares from the servants, 
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and contemptuous tossings of the head from 
some ladies who occasionally deigned to look 
into the kitchen^ between the quadrilles. 

So you see that my sentimentals about 
Mr. Jacobson^ were, like most other sen- 
timentals, aH wrong : — the poor man was 
elevated by the transient occupation of his 
house — the gaunt and rusty wayfarers formed 
too striking a contrast to the brilliant Squires 
and Dames who were figuring away, and 
tripping on ^^ the light fantastic toe " in the 
ball-room. Had we arrived a day or two 
later, we should, most likely, have been re* 
ceived respectfully and cordially — I should 
have heard another touching tale — and then 
have proceeded on my (for a few werstes) 
'^sentimental journey" : — as it was, we were 
forced to decamp, and to content ourselves 
with the remains of our travelling larder. 

Whither we should have bent our course 
I know not — for it was now past midnight — 
had not the universal resource, in this 
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country, presented itself on the very 
threshold of this inhospitable hostelry. 

A tall, dark figure emerged from the gloom^ 
and approached us with measured step : — ^by 
the light of the carriage-lamps we distin- 
guished the animated countenance of a man 
of about thirty, with a long black beard — a 
Jew in fact ; — he seemed, intuitively, to 
know all our embarrassment ,* which, magi- 
ckin-like, he offered to relieve. We made a 
compact with him ;-^in a moment he was 
beside the postillion and our servant, perched 
on the iron arm of the driver's seat : — how he 
supported himself on that narrow rail I can 
not comprehend ; for the seat itself was 
barely wide enough to accommodate two 
persons. 

Floating, as it were, in the night-air, he 
stretched forth his arm, and pointed out the 
way—his black gabardine flowed loosely, 
and, bat-like, flapped against the lamp — 
^' Lead on — I'll follow thee "-^exclaimed I, 
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in downright English ; — and never were poor 
benighted travellers dragged through more 
mire^ or over more rugged roads^ than we 
were. Turning off from the main street, he 
brought us into divers narrow lanes, wherein 
were huge stones scattered here and there ; 
and we often fell into such deep ruts that our 
well-tried carriage cracked again. We 
passed some hovels, but no signs of houses 
could we see. The poor horses stumbled — 
the Russian driver swore — Gottlieb (the 
German servant) cried sacrament : — ^still 
our sable guide kept his position on the rail, 
uttering, ever and anon, an encouraging 
expression ; the jolting, however, continued 
with such violence, that my companion, 
whose patience had been gradually evapora- 
ting, jumped up — dragged the mysterious 
being on to the apron of the caleche — bela^ 
boured him most severely, and proved to 
demonstration that he was made of flesh and 
blood — for the precious fluid streamed co- 
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piously from his Viostrils over the hands of his 
punisher. 

This Jew was six feet high — young and 
vigorous; — yet, poor creature, he neither 
parried nor thrusted ; but merely declared 
that he was guiding us well, and that we 
were close to our lodging. I could not bear 
this scene — my fellow-traveller is a worthy 
young man ; but, like many others who have 
lived in countries where slavery, and moral 
degradation — its natural consequence — exist, 
he had too great a liking for the system of 
a word and a bloWy when irritated by Jews 
and other (according to a certain class of 
arguers) inferior beings : — I therefore drew 
him back by his cloak, with a forcible but 
conciliating hand — a pull-devil, pull-baker 
sort of struggle ensued — the poor Jew re- 
gained his equilibrium, and in a few minutes 
we arrived at a house into which we found 
no difficulty in gaining admittance, and all 
was right. 
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The Israelite wiped his ensanguined vi- 
sage — stocNl erect — ^looked patient, but not 
undignified — and, when I took an oppor- 
tunity of saying a few kind and encouraging 
words to him, he seemed pleased and com- 
forted. 

The night's lodging was decidedly the 
iest I had met with among the Jews — to 
•exemplify this, I must tell you that we had 
^ach a clean bed-room. 

In the morning early, our guide presented 
liimself, and arranged every thing for our 
departure : — he was really a handsome man ; 
cleanly in his person, assiduous without ser- 
vility, and appeared to have influence over 
his neighbours. Alas ! poor Jew (solilo- 
quized I)^ thou hast been stricken by the 
Christian's hand, and yet there is a Christian 
heart near thee that commiserates thy lot, 
and would not, wittingly, hurt or humiliate 
thee ! Does not Sterne say, somewhere, 
'* I hate the man who can go from Dan to 
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Beersheba^ and say all is barren?"— well, so 
do I — and whilst all aroand me was bustle^ 
and orders were being given and received 
with no reference to any thing but the mi- 
nutise of travelling arrangements^ I became 
absorbed in a labyrinth of reflections^ and 
what some persons would, ironically, call 
Jine feelings : — ^lest, however, you should 
imagine that I am again becoming all sen- 
timent, which you and I have frequently 
found (as regards those who profess to be so) 
to mean all cruelty, I will spare you the 
detail of my meditations, and tell you that, 
in ^iue time, we arrived at the termination of 
the Russian possessions in this part of the 
world. The ibrmalitie$ were soon gone 
through, the fees paid, the barrier raised — - 
and oiit of New-Russia we galloped (i). 



(i) Radziewillow is the spot where the brave Polish 
General Dwernicki recently entered the Austrian territory^ 
when pursued by the Russians and it was in that neigh- 

i5.. 
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Our galloping was soon stopped short by 
the ruts and pools of water in the road; but 
we reached this place; safe and sound^ and 
drove to my old quarters —the Hotel de 
Pack. 

We shall, I think, remain at Brody till 
•to-morrow evening; for a night's rest is very 
desirable. Our passports have been sent to 
Lemberg, after having been examined and 
a-egistered^ and receipts given to us to esta- 
blish our claim for the originals at Lemberg. 
I have paid thirteen ducats to my corres- 
pondent here, for postages of letters for- 
warded to and from me during my stay at 
Odessa . You are aware that letters addressed 
from London to persons at Odessa should be 

bourhood that so mach unfairness was shewn towards 

that gallant officer and his little diirision^ by disarming 

them and sending them into the interior as prisoners, 

whilst the Russian troops were allowed to re-cross the 

barrier, with their arms. 

Paris, August, mi. 
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inclosed to a commercial house at Brody, 
from wbence they are forwarded to the 
Russian post-office at Radziewillow : by this 
plan eight or ten days are saved^—sometimes 
more — for letters addressed to Odessa and 
sent through the foreign post-office in London 
would be dispatched by the Hambourg mail, 
and go round by St. Petersbourg : — as 
concerns commercial or other important 
correspondence^ this economy of time is well 
worth an extra expense. 

I am in a good inn — that is, for this 
country — and have had a comfortable dinner ; 
but my visitors are more numerous than I 
like. Every moment a Jew enters my apart- 
ment, offering me his ^^ monies" or his 
wares : — do not mistake — he does not offer 
to lend or give me his monies, but to barter 
and exchange ducats against other coin, at a 
profit, in his favour, of at least fifty per cent. 

These Jews are certainly the most dis- 
gusting beings I ever met with ; their rapa- 
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city is beyond description ; and I have had 
convincing prooiis^ this very day^ that the 
bulk of them seek after the vilest employments 
in order to gain a sordid penny. All my 
fine feelings then are fest fleeing away ; and^ 
so soon as I shall have finished these lines, I 
mean^ very quietly^ to turn the caitifEs out 
of the room^ lock the door^ and go to bed ; — 
pray^ then, excuse this incoherent scribble 
from a pestered-vrith-Jews traveller. 

Yours very affectionately, etc. 
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Vienna, 42Ui December, 1834. 



We left Brody on the 2d instant at nine 
in the evening } and breakfasted the next 
morning at Lembergj where we were 
detained until the afternoon^ on account of 
some needful formalities concerning our pass- 
ports. 

The accommodations at the little country 
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inns at which we sometimes halted were 

not to be despised : — in fact, after having 

floundered through new Russia, all appeared 

good. 

Occasionally we met some Hungarian 
peasants; their dress consists generally of a 
sheep-skin with the woolly side outwards, 
and a broad brimmed hat. 

We merely changed horses at the fortified 
towns of Ollmutz and Bruun ; and, having 
travelled night and day from Lemberg, we 
arrived at Vienna at two o'clock in the 
morning of the 9th inst., and found excellent 
accommodations at the hotel of the Herzezog 
Carl — or Archduke Charles, 

I am much pleased with this capital : it 
possesses a number of excellent public esta- 
blishments y Strangers are admitted, without 
difficulty, to inspect them, and meet with 
much politeness from the officers who have 
the direction of them. The theatres are 
handsome; that called Wiener, or of Vienna, 
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is very richly decorated : the orchestra and 
corps de ballet at the Opera are superior. 
This is one of the most musical cities in the 
world ; almost every individual {days upon 
some instrument. 

My worthy friend Mr. Walb, Prussian 
Consul at Odessa^ having heard me expre.% a 
great desire to see the son of Napoleon^ was 
so kind as to give me a letter of introduction 
to his governor, M.Foresti. This gentleman • 
received me with much politeness^ and^ ac- 
cording to his suggestion^ I took my station 
this morning in an avenue of the imperial 
palace^ through which the Duke ofReichstadt 
was to pass, on his way from his apartments, 
to take his usual airing: — a handsome chariot, 
drawn by six very fine grey horses, was in 
attendance in the court-yard. 

I was alone in the passage.; and whilst 
anxiously waiting for the appearance of the 
young Prince^ a set of shadows passed before 
my ^^mind's eye, " reprcsenling the different 
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phases of the person and exploits of his eagle- 
like father ; from the wai parchemin, as be 
has described himself to have been in the 
early part of his career^ up to the imperial 
embonpoint at which he arrived in after 
years ^ and I called to my recollection the 
bold steps by wlHch he first raised himself 
into notice^ and the brilliancy of his course, 
with thrones and empires i^n his train : his 
iall^— his triumphal re<ippearance — and his 
last mighty, but fatal> struggle, to secure a 
diadeni for himself, or his offspring — this 
very boy. 

Nor was the Captive of St. Helena absent 
from my imagination. Care-worn and irri- 
table — his hand in his bosom, pressing on a 
breaking heart, I fencied him looking wist- 
fully on the bust of the fair child, for whom 
that heart did beat with a parent's affection. 
Then came the last scene-^the lifelessf corpse, 
lying on the couch of dissolution, like a 
statue on a tomb ; the passion-wrung features 
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restored to their most placid and beauteous 
expression by the icy^ levelling hand of 
death ; whilst the faithful few who had shared 
his exile^ silently contemplated his cold 
remains— and wept. 

This shadow was fading away, Mrhen the 
object which had caused it to cross my imagir 
nation appeared^ in the form of a gentlemanly , 
lad of about fourteen^ rather slend^^ and tall 
for his age— :irQsh<-<coloured and handsome. 
He wore a fashionable brown great-<M>Qt and 
round hat^ and was accompanied by M. Fo- 
resti. Count Diedrichstein is the Ddte's 
governor-in chiefs and Mr Forestithesecond: 
the latter gentleman's colleague (for there 
were two sub- governors) died ^ few days 
before my arrival^ so that the duty falla hea- 
vily on M. F. who never quits his pupil. 
He was so good as to mention this^ as an 
apology for not calling upon me. 
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2ist December. 

I have again seen the Dake of Reichstadt^ 
aud under most gratifying circumstances. 
M. Foresti sent me a very polite invitation 
to pay him a visit ; which I did the day before 
yesterday, at an early hour^ according to 
his request. We conversed together for 
some time ; principally about the Duke of 
Reichstadt. I find that he possesses su- 
perior abilities^ and that his disposition is 
particularly amiable : he has every possible 
advantage in point of education : his grand«- 
iather, the Emperor Francis, is extremely 
fond of him. On my mentioning that I 
could have vrished to have another oppor- 
tunity of seeing him^ M. Foresti said that, pre- 
cisely at half-past twelve he would go out, 
and recommended me to be near the door of 
his apartments at that hour. You may be 
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Siire that I was punctual. At the very moment 
appointed the young Duke arrived, accom- 
panied by his governor; — he bowed very 
politely to me, as did M. F., who invited 
me to join them. 

We . had to descend three stair-cases, 
before arriving at the long passage leading to 
the court-yard where the. carriage was in 
waiting. M. Foresti conversed familiarly with 
,rae, in the French language, the whole of 
the way; and^ on his again expressing his 
regret that he could not see so much of me 
as he wished, in consequence of the death 
of his colleague — the Duke of Reichstadt 
intimated his participation in this regret by a 
most amiable smile and gesture. He was 
dressed as on the former day ; his appearance 
and manners do great credit to those who 
have the charge of his education, and inspire 
the highest interest for himself. 

M. Foresti had told me that his profile 
was considered as marking, most forcibly, the 
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resemblance to liis late father : I observed it 
as I walked close by his side^ atid thought the 
likeness striking ; that is^ judging from 
those portraits of Napoleon which are admit- 
ted to be the best. The lower part of his fece 
IS full and round^ alnd the mdath remarkably 
-well formed ; his eyes are large^ and of a 
Iduish grey j his hair auburn j his head round 
and rather large, but becomingly so. He 
descended the stairs in a brisk and lively 
manner, but every movement was that of a 
gentleman. As I mentioned just now, we 
went down three flights 6f stairs^— I wished 
there had been a dozen. When we ar- 
rived near the carriage the Duke turned round 
land honoured me with another bow. To-day 
there were but two horses to the carriage. 

Such is Napoleon Frangois Joseph 
Charles, Duke of Reidistadt ! — the son of 
the wonderful man who long held the des- 
tinies of Europe (Great Britain excepted) 
iu his hands ! He is now nearly fourteen 
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years old^ having been born on the 20th of 
March 181 1. I have been thus minute in 
my description^ knowing that you will feel 
interested in this illustrious individual ; and 
I am anxiqus to give you as correct an idea as 
possible of his person and manners ;^— both 
have raised in my breast an affectionate 
feeling which I shall always retain. He is^ 
perhaps^ destined^ at some future day, to 
act a conspicuous part on the great theatre of 
the world ; or, the for happier lot may be 
reserved for him of passing tranquilly through 
life, surrounded by beloved and enlightened 
connexions ; — ^in either case it will be 
pleasant to us to know what he was at four- 
teen. May he steer clear of the rock on 
which his father's fortunes were wrecked — 
unbounded ambition! And may he never 
become an instrument in the hands of tur- 
bulent or designing men, for tlie accom- 
plishment of their selfish views, to the de- 
struction of his happiness ! 
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The ridiculous tales as to his not beiug 
Napoleon's son are completely refuted by 
the resemblance he bears to his deceased 
feither — I should say he is like both his 
parents. I saw him again last night at the 
Opera, in the Emperor's box : some ladies of 
the Imperial Court were there also ; — he was 
chatting and laughing with them, and seemed 
to be quite a lavorite (i). 



(i) I little thought, when my imagination portrayed the 
tried followers of Napoleon paying the last tribute to his 
remains, that I should be so fortunate as to converse with 
one of the most faithful and esteemed of that sacred knot 
of friends : — such, however, was the case, — and thus it 
happened : — 

Aboul two years ago I had occasion to go over an apart- 
ment situated in the rue de Provence, at Paris. It was 
very handsomely furnished, and the proprietor was 
willing to let it fur the summer months, during which it 
was his intention to inhabit, his country house. The 
drawing-room was ornamented with superior engravings, 
in rich frames^ representing some of the principal events 
of the £niperor*s hfe ; and on the console table, between 
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Nothing can be more unaffected than the 

manners of the Emperor of Austria and of his 

iamily : they go to the theatre quite in a 

private way j — it is not the custom for the, 



the windows, was a very fine bust of Napoleon : — ^in 
short, whithersoever the eye turned something struck it 
which proved that, the occupant of the apartment was a 
warm admirer of Bonaparte : — this did not appear to me 
to he in any way singular ;— >for his memory is very ge- 
nerally cherished in France. 

The gentleman of whom I am speaking was a hand- 
some man of about forty :— his countenance, manner, 
and proceedings displayed candour, good-breeding, and 
uprightness. After saying that his object was to let the 
apartment to persons who would be careful of the furni- 
ture and decorations, he led the way to a small boudoir 
adjoining the saloon;— it w^s tastefully fitted up. Near 
the mantel-piece was suspended a deep gilt frame ; and, 
before there was time to ascertain what this frame sur- 
rounded, the gentleman pointed towards it, and said, *^ I' 
shall leiaTe every thing but TRis^-^H^hich I take with me 
wherever I go J' Looking at the frame, I observed, under 
the glass, what appeared to me to be a faded laurel crown, ' 
in the centre of which was a lock of hair ; — there were 

i6 
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audience to greet tbem^ yet they are much 

beloTed by the inh^itant^ of Vieniia. 

Despotic as the Austrian government w, the 
Emperor is looked up to as the father of his 

also some other relics^ which I will not attempt to enn- 
meratey lest I should comidbt an errors 

I presume that my looks betrayed the interest I took io 
the si4>jeGt ; — for ihe geiktleman said ^* that is ihe hair of 
Napoleon ; — and the wreath by which it is encircled is 
formed of the leaves of the weepiiig willow that OTersfaa- 
dows his grave : — ^I was with the Emperor when he died !" 
The tone of voice in which these last words were ottered 
was tender and fiiiibdaed ; ' and the fine face of the speaker 
manifested the influence of all the better fedings of our ntf 
ture, acting oA a manly heart. 

I lingered in the sacred boudoir sA long as I eouki with 
propriety, and would £un have made a number <^ in- 
<]uiries concerning Napoleon ;-«-bQt my unwillingness to 
infringe on the politenesa of a stranger deterred me :-*- 
Boon afterwards I took my leaver 

On asking the portier the name of the proprietor of the 
house ( for the whole of it belonged to the gentleman I 
had seen) ^' Afonsieur Marohand ''•<-*was the answer : — 
MardiaBd,—- the firfit vakt'de-chambre^ —the friend of 
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people : be is^ in the comtatut habit of walking 
out) aad of mixiog with the citizens. The 
whole of the Imperial femily are easy of 
access^ and do a great deal of good, without 

^e kie Emperdr ; and one of the executors of his will : — 
he, "who was in the habit-^at St. Helena— of sitting, for 
hours together^ by the bed-side of the dying Exile, — 
reading to him— -^and comfoHing him! — the faithful 
Itfarohand I'^What tide can be more noble than that of, 
Paithfid in Adversity ? 

Had I not been apprehensive of intruding, I would have 
returned, and, requesting to be allowed to press the hand 
of this tried friend, — this consoler of his broken-hearted 
maiSter, — I would have told him, that not very long ago I 
had contemplated with affectionate interest the son of that 
great mAn of whom he carefully preserves the simple but 
affecting memorials, which I had just beheld with emotions 
of respect and sympathy. As it was, I slowly retired 
from a house which I had entered with a view of arranging 
one of the most ordinary affairs of life, and where, most 
unexpectedly, I hadhad the pleasure of conversing with 
an estimable individual, whose fidelity to an unfortunate 
sovereign does him ibe highest honour. 

Without being an enthusiastic panegyrist of Napoleon, 

i6.. 
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any ostentation. I never saw a place where 
all ranks of society seem more at their ease 
than in the Austrian capital. 

Vienna is situated on an unequal pbin^ 

I may say that I admire his genius — ^bis capacious mind*- 
his persererance — ^his courage : — and though I blame his 
despotism— his hatred of England — his outrages on other 
countries ; and deplore the evils and devastations occa- 
sioned by his wars/ and his erroneous policy, I consider 
that he fully expiated all at St. Helena ;— 4uid, surely, th« 
memory of the fallen Emperor — ^the disappointed man^ 
the bereaved father — is entitled to the respect due to 
jnisfortune ! 

The position of Bonaparte was peculiar ; — he took upon 
himself the arduous task of re-constructing sodety, in 
France, out of the ruins of the revolution :•— but, whilst 
he was building up, the other powers of Europe were 
trying to pull him down. He was obliged, then, to seek 
after powerful tools with which to work : — ^he found them 
— but the workman was oftentimes lacerated by his own 
instruments. What treachery — what jealousy — ^what 
vice, and what meanness he must have witnessed, and 
even tolerated, for a season ! Who shall pretend to scan 
the secret recesses of the human heart ? — perhaps the in- 
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across 'which flows the small river Wien^ 
which is nearly dry in the summer season : — 
the city takes its. name from this river. In 



teDtions of Napoleon were good ; — ^possibly, the acts for 
'wbich he has been most blamed — which darken his fame, 
— were the results of the suggestions, the intrigues, of 
those by whom he was surrounded. Be that as it may, he 
went on building up with the best materials that he could 
collect ; and grew, himself, in greatness as the edifice 
rose under Bus hands :«4n order to strengthen it, he intro- 
duced the ancient props of a different order of architecture ; 
— ^but, instead of each occupying a judicious station — ^to 
stay and support the building— all the weight was thrown 
on one side. The architect was on the pinnacle ; — ^he felt 
the base shake and tremble under him ! — to retain his 
station he was obliged to stretch forth his arms, and to 
keep himself in motion : — ^from Madrid to Moscow he held 
the nations in alarm. But, though no human being ever 
had a stouter heart — a clearer head — a more steady eye, — 
the giddy point was not tenable :— -the evil passions ( and 
foremost that which is the most vile, the most efficacious to 
destroy — ingratitude) were undermining — irritating — 
pushing him :— he lost his footing — and he fell ! 
It is said he was wont to govern with an iron hand: 
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the rear of the jAain juat mentioned is a chain 
of rather high moimtains^ 'which commenoe 
on the banks of the Danube^ and ext^id into 
St} ria and the Tyrol ; formings as it were^ a 
natural barrier and rampart for the city. The 
base of these mountains — ^which descend gra- 
dually^ and in the ibrm ci an amphitheati^ 
until very near to the suburbs^— consists of a 
mass of rugged stony hillocks^ deep ravines^ 
and steep chasms : there are several villagi^ 



perhaps it was because die dark side of human nature bad 
been so constantly in bis -view that he deemed sererity to 
be necessary in some cases :^-and if he sometimes erinced 
an asperity of temper, might not this be excused on 
account of the many causes of irritation which must have 
constantly been pouring in upon him ? He must have 
been endowed with many estimable private quaHties;^had 
such not been the case, he never could have secured the 
attachment of so many individuals of real worth as fol- 
lowed him to his scorching rocky prison : — one friend 
would have been a treasure— Ae was accompanied by 

several. 

Paris, Aiigwt,4S34. 
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and country houses scsiUered here and there. 
The Danube is divided into three branches or 
channels in the immediate neig;hbourhood of 
Vienna ,• — ^by these branches several islets are 
formed ; on the largest of which is built the 
principal suburb, called I^eopoldstadt, which 
is joined to the city by a bridge ; as are liko-^ 
wise the other suburbs by means of bridges 
over the Wien aild the other branches of dia 
Danube t 

Vienna is no longer a fortified city : the 
bastions are converted into promenades^ and 
the Imperial palace is situated close to one of 
these peaceful bulwarks. The suburbs are 
larg^ than the city itself; the streets of 
which are narrow and well paved^ but 
without footpaths : — ^they are filled with well 
dressed people. 

The air of Vienna is keen ,• the climate va- 
riable, and often prejudicial to strangers. 
Immense quantities of game are displayed for 
sale in the market-places : — cheaps of pb^a^ 
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sants^ partridge^ i/^oodcock etc. lie about in 
loxariant profusion^ and venison is almost 
as plentiful as butcher's meat. 

It may veraciously be said to be a toil oF a 
pleasure to visit the curiosities of a great 
metropolis. One is so anxious to see every 
things that, vrithout considerable method (for 
-which useful quality I was pever particu- 
larly distinguished)'^ it often happens that 
much fatigue is endured^ with but littleprofit : 
I have, however, managed to visit the prin- 
cipal palaces, galleries, and museums. 

There is a chef-d'oeuifre of Ganova in the 
Augustin church : — it is a monument erected 
to the memory of the wife of Count Alberti, 
and is a most superior and affecting piece of 
sculpture. 

The manege is a magnificent place, and is 
said to be the handsomest and completest 
riding-house in Europe. In the Imperial 
stables are several beautiful Spanish, and some 
English horses. 
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I saw the Prater — the Hyde-Park of Vienna 
— to a great disadvantage^ on account of the 
season j I am told that the scene is most 
brilliant on a fine summer evening : Vienna 
is celebrated for elegant equipages, and the 
Prater is the fevourite resort of the becui 
monde. 

The Hotel des Imalides is an excellent 
public establishment, and is conducted much 
upon the same plan as that at Paris i — I mean 
as to the comforts of the pensioners; — the 
ornamental part of the building is far inferior. 
The mortal remains of the deceased princes 
of the house of Austria are deposited in a 
vault of the Capuchin monastery. I de- 
scended to this abode of death under 
the guidance of an old Capuchin monk. 
VVe each carried a lighted torch, and 'twas 
a solemn scene as we walked amongst rows 
of large bronze coffins, embossed with ^fos- 
reliefs^ and covered with inscriptions, which 
the good friar explained to me. 
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The arsenal contains a number of very 
carious arms and trophies taken from the 
Turks at different periods : amongst them is 
the head of Ejira Mustapha^ Grand Vizir^ and 
commander of the immense Turkish army 
by which Vienna was besi^ed, nearly a 
hundred and fifty years ago. Kara means 
black, in Turkish^ and the surname was given 
to the Vizir on account of his very swarthy 
complexion. 

The cathedral of St. Ste&no is a fine 
anient edifice j the tower leans towards the 
norths and was formerly surmounted by the 
Turkish crescent^ whidi Sultan Solyman 
ordered to be placed there ; and which was 
not removed until some time after the memo* 
raUe defeat of the Turks befi>re Vienna, by 
John SoMeski, King of Poland, in i683. 

I have read, somewhere^ a droll anecdote 
of the King of Poland, during this battle. 
The Grand Vizir, Kara Mustapha, had a small 
red tent pitched, under whidi he stationed 
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himself at the time of the engagement. The 
King of Polaiui up sooner perceived this red 
tent — ^by which be knew that the Yi^ir was 
thei^ in person^ — ^tban he ordered two or 
three $m?U pieoes of artillery thiit happened 
to be near him, to be pointed towards it :^^ 
the gallant King sQperintended the firing, 
and stimulated the cwnoneers by tbe promise 
of a reward of fifty crowns for each voUey. 
Unfortunately, there were but v«y fiaw 
bnUets 9t band ( for in those day^ the train of 
artillery of a large army was not so coviplete 
as in our time) and, the 1/vaddipg being 
exhausted, it is related that, at thq last shot^ 
the King rammed his gloves, wig^ cravat, 
and a quantity of gazettes which he had in 
his pocket, into the cannon^ This method 
of throwing down the gauntlet bad, at all 
events, the merit of originality, as well as of 
. bravery z^^as for the newspapers^ the leading 
articles must have proved of a very inflam- 
matory description, and by no means suited 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



15a A JODllNEY 

to the taste of the Grand Vizir^ his two sons, 
and the Khan of the Tartars^ vrhoy it is said, 
were taking their coffee under the red tent, 
with oriental sang-^froid, during the fight. 
A bundle of opposition journai3 thus uncere- 
moniously cast oit their breakfast-table, must 
have made their mustachios curl up with 
astonishment : — there was a march of mind 
with a vengeance ! — a file of newspapers 
wrapped up in a king^s perriwig> and 
circulated amongst the barbarians with 
the rapidity of a cannon shot I — It must 
be admitted that these journals had good 
reporters. 

To be serious : — when we reflect on the 
invaluable services that have been rendered to 
Austria by Poland ; and know that, without 
the powerful and magnanimous assistance 
aFfbrded by King John Sobieski and his 
army, Vienna would have fallen a prey to • 
the Turks ; the utmost disgust is excited by 
the ungrateful return that was afterwards 
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made by Austria^ in participating in the dis- 
memberment of that devoted country (i). 
A grand military faneral took place two 

(i) The worse than apathy with which Austria looked 
on, last year, and saw the descendants of her former bene- 
factors pounced upon by ihe Russian Eagle, — ^which is 
now tearing its victims to pieces, — ^was an awful instance 
x>f Imperial ingratitude. 

The triumphal progress of the prisoner Dwemicki 
through Hungary, ought to serve as a warning to the house 
of Hapsburg : — ^for, when the buttons of ihe uniform 
coat of an injured Polish Chieftain are eagerly sought 
after, and worn as ornaments by the ladies of the land, 
in preference to their most brilliant jeewls (as was the 
case during the passage of the brave General Dwemicki 
through Presburg) it is a proof that the influential portion 
of the community disapprove of the policy by the course 
of which that Chieftain was made prisoner by a neutral 
power, on whose territory he sought refuge. However 
despotic a government may be— however strong its incli- 
nation, and its means, of repressing noble sympathies — 
pubhc opinion must, sooner or laterj be yielded to ; and 
wise indeed are those Princes who respect, and act upon, 

its peaceful manifestations. 

Paris, July, idSSL 
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days ago ; ^^I forget the name of tlie deiuiict 
General Officer. As the whole of the troops 
composing the garriscm of Vienna w6re drawn 
out on this occasion, and either formed a 
part of the procession or lined the road^ I 
had an opportunity of seeing the elite of the 
Austrian army : — ^the Hungarian Hussars are 
remarkably fine ; indeed it was a magnificent 
sight altogether :-^tbere were present some 
Italian troops, from the Lombardo-Venetian 
portion of the empire. 

Don Miguel, of Portugal, is here : — I had 
formerly seen him, at Rio de Janeiro, and 
the impression 1^ 6n my mind, from what I 
saw and heard of him during my short sojourn 
in Brazil, is by no means favourable. His 
pursuits and associates were unprincely, and 
low. 

Some allowance should, however, be made 
for the peculiar circumstances in which the 
family of the King of Portugal was placed by 
its emigration to another hemisphere. The 
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court of Don Joao wds isollHied from dll 
others i-^— the yotitig Princes had no oppoftu- 
liitie* of travelling, or of inixing with indm* 
duals of their own rank ; — ^their education 
was, to a certain degree, neglected | niid their 
minds were not 1^ towards the Uttainment of 
useful knowledge. Their parents were not 
happy together :— divisions and quarrels 
l>etween the King and Queen, naturally pro-* 
duced £l baleful effect on the morals of th6 
cliildreti ; whilst negro^kvery, and all its 
odious ramifications, tended to create an 
undue notion of their own superiority^ and 
Opened a door to the practice of every vice : 
— ^I h^ve frequently seen the blacks and mu- 
lattos go down on their kneeSy in the streets j 
when the King or Royal family passed ! — ^At 
one time the Portuguese^ and even foreigners, 
were required to stand np^ with their hats 
off, or to dismount when on horseback, on 
similar occasions^ 

Thus, the two Princes of the house of 
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Braganza (and especially Don Mi^el^ — ^fbr 
Don Pedro^ having, at an early age^ married 
an Austrian Princess, became more civilized 
than his younger brother) were below the 
level, as. regards intellectual attainments, of 
other young men of their time of life, even in 
the middle classes of European society : — ^for 
the disadvantages of an education and asso- 
ciation at Rio de Janeiro, even as compared 
with Lisbon — which we all know is not the 
most enlightened city in the wrorld — are very 
great ; and one of the most serious, amongst 
the numerous evils caused by the unwarran- 
table attacks on Spain and Portugal by 
Bonaparte, is, the melancholy fact that these 
young Princes were doomed to have their 
minds formed in a tropical country, where 
euery white individual is a despot over his 
swarthy brethren ; — ^where the cracking of 
the whip and the screams of the flagellated 
slave grate on the ear and hearty — ^mingling, 
discordantly, with the disgusting impre- 
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cations of the irascible pale man ; — where 
thousands of helpless families are imported 
from their native African shores^-^exposed. 
for sale like cattle j — driven up the country, 
famished, attenuated, and staring anxiously 
at their owners , and at the passers-by y. — as 
though they would ascertain the fate reserved 
for them !!! 

Long, long after all other comitries had 
renounced the slave-trade, Brazil had the sad 
privilege of carrying it on within certain lati- 
tudes ; and it was on this priyileged soil that 
Don Miguel was suffered to run wild ! If 
the dark races, in Brazil, are degraded by 
slavery, the fairer-complexionedyre'e/wenare 
no less so by their vices;— and, from their 
parents down to the foot of the social 
ladder, the children of Don Joao and of the 
sister of Ferdinand of Spain, were surrounded 
by bad examples : — Monkery and slavery, 
united, are sufficient to destroy any moral 
fabric whatever. 

17 
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Pray excvue tliis digreasioii ;— a reminis* 
cence of the Don Miguel of Rio de Janeiro 
has heen produced by the accidental circum- 
stance of meeting the Don Miguel of Vienna : 
his present position does not indicate that 
^ residence ip Europe has produced any fa- 
Tourable change in his character : suitable 
studies, time, and good examples, may, how- 
ever, produce beneficial results (i). 

Haying relinquished the idea of going 
round by Trieste and Venice, I have pur- 
chased a carriage, and shall return through 
fiavaria, etc. ; — ^a person, named Solomon 
Pintner, has agreed to convey me to Stras- 
bourg, with the same horses, in twelve days : 
when our bargain was completed, the man 
presented me with a piece of gold coin, of 



(i) The conduct of Don Miguel since he quitted Vienna 
has, unhappily, proTed that the case is hopeless ;^the 
heart is bad. 

Paris, July, i83a. 
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the value of about twenty shillings^ by vray 
of binding the said bargain ;— on all former 
occasions of ihis kind^ I have been called upon 
to make a deposit. Another peculiarity was^ 
that^ in the course of the negotiation with 
the coachmaster^ I happened to mention that 
a friend of mine, who was about to leave 
Vienna, had been so fortunate as to be offered 
a seat in the carriage of a Baroness : — ^* Well,'' 
said old Solomon Pintner, ^*I will engage 
to get a Baroness to accompany jou^ if you 
wish it ; '' — ^this was really very kind \ — ^but I 
modestly declined the obliging offer ; consi- 
dering whence it came. 
Yours sincerely, etc. 



»7- 
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MuHiGR, S9th December, 18S4. 



MI DEAR C****, 

Quitting the Austrian metropolis on the 
aad, I pursued my course towards this city. 

The Imperial residence of Schoenbrunn 
stands at a distance of about two miles from 
'Vienna j I had a good view of the building 
from theroad : — itremitided me of Bonaparte, 
and of the Archduchess Maria Louisa, who 
was the peace-offering made by her father, 
the Emperor Francis, to the conqueror who 
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was at the gates of his capital^ and had in- 
stalled himself in one of his palaces. 

The privileges attached to Imperial or 
Royal descent are often dearly purchased by 
the sacrifices that are mad# to retain them ; 
and the alliances that are cast into the scale^ to 
preserve some political equipoise^ are some- 
times fraught with misery to the parties^ whose 
inclinations are not consulted in making the 
bargain. The ex-Empress of the French 
resides almost constantly^ at Parma j — ^I hear 
that she is privately married to the Austrian 
General Nieperg. 

Near to the town of Maslk is a splendid 
Benedictine convent^ most beautifully situated 
on a rock. I visited this magnificent e^a- 
blishment : — it realizes the descriptions you 
inay have read of monkish luxury. The 
apartments are superb^ both those used on 
grand public occasions^ and others for vi« 
sitora. There is a very extensive library, 
enriched with many ancient and valuable 
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manuscripts ; a museum of natural history^ 
a concert-room^ around "which are suspended 
some valuable paintings^ principally of the 
Flemish school ; and a banquet-^hall^ with a 
f3;allery for the bards and minstrels : — at one 
end of this noble hall a folding-door opens 
upon a balcony, -whence there is a delightful 
prospect, embracing the Danube, \irith castles 
and picturesque ruins on its rocky banks> and 
lofty mountains in the distance. In a valley^ 
between the monastery and the river, is a 
Huttery or country*lK>use, belonging to the 
Emperor, where he passes some time every 
summer. All the land, for some distance 
round the town of Meelk, belongs to this 
convent. The chapel is extensive, and most 
richly decorated : — ^thc sacred vessels are of 
gold, studded with jewels. 

But what most interested me, was a room 
which was inhabited by Napoleon for four 
days^ during one of his campaigns : it is well, 
bui not splend^lly furnished. 
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A very curious event occurred in this 
chamber. One night, the French Emperor, 
being alone and seated at a table (which still 
remains on the spot whereon it then stood), 
suddenly tore up some papers that were be- 
fore him— set fire to the fragments^ cast them 
under the table^ and then continued his 
occupation of writing. The room was 
boarded and polished, as is the custom on 
the continent, and the flooring caught fire : 
— ^it was soon extinguished, — but the scorched 
plank remains in the chamber of the Bene- 
dictine convent at Moelk, as a memento of 
Napoleon's sojourn there. 

I sal down, and — ^my eyes fixed on the 
burnt flooring — thought of the remarkable 
personage who, but a few years before, had 
occupied that apartment, and at whose man- 
date this vast monkish edifice might have 
been razed to the earth, and all its treasures 
carried off. Was it a sudden burst of passion 
that induced him to destroy those papers? 
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— or^ was some secret document^ which 
might have compromised himself or others, 
hastily consigned to the flames^ and left to 
smother at his feet ? 

In one of the corridors I met some ser^ 
vitors laden with divers savoury dishes^ which 
they were conveying to the apartments of the 
Benedictines ; some of these good things were 
carried by women : this appeared strange to 
me, for I had thought that the fair sex were 
excluded from these holy establishments* 
; There are twenty-six brothers and eight 
novices now in this convent; about thirty 
more friars are absent on various missions^ 
or occupied as preceptors in noble families. 
The monastic orders have still great influence 
in this country. I did not see any of the 
fraternity, fDr they were agreeably employed 
in the important duties of eating and drinking: 
^ — I asked my Cicerone if they were good 
men ; — -he smiled, and said nothing. 
• The coach-houses and stables are upon as 
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extensive a scale as die rest of tlie esta- 
Uisfameiit ; and there are large granaries for 
the reception of the produce of the land be- 
longing to the convent. The grounds and 
gardens are vvell laid out^ and are adcnrned 
with waterialls and statues. 

The perfume of the choice viands which 
were being set beftx^e the Benedictines, in«- 
creased my appetite : I hastened, therefore, 
to my inn, where a comfortable dinner was 
provided for me, and it was plsced on table by 
a very pretty girl, — the landlord's daughter ; 
I ther^re had no reason to envy the friars. 

We arrived, long after dark, at a small 
town called Amstetten, where Islept; bat the 
coachman took me to a miserable inn ;— it 
was evidently a place frequented only by wag- 
goners, and that class of persons. 
- The weather viras unusually mild for the 
season : —the mountains of the Tyrol, pro^ 
duce a very grand effect in the distance* 
The Tyrolese are a hardy, hatidsorae race of 
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men J their port is manly, and their dress 
pictaresqiie } they frequently wear green 
beaver hats, with very high pointed crowns, 
and narrow brims, having one green feather 
stack in the side, or the front* 

The headnlress of the women in the neigh- 
bomrhood of Enz consists of a cap made of a 
tissue of gold (at all events it looks like gdd) 
and covered with spangles ; this cap projects 
at the back of the head, in the form of a 
fowl's tail :— 'the Jewesses, you will recollect, 
display all their finery in the front of their 
head-dresses ; there is no accounting for taste. 
The setting sun increased the beauty of 
the mountain scen^ between Wels and 
Lambach, at which place there is another 
rich Benedictine convent ; though just now 
there are but nine friars present. 

It amused me very much to observe the 
ludicrous manner of some of the porters at 
the inns, as they brought my pistols into my 
room, with the other things from the carnage. 
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They generally stepped very slowly and cau- 
tiously across the chamber ; invariably 
pointing tlie muzzles firom themselves^ and 
oftentimes^ towards your humble servant ; — 
they seemed afraid to speak, lest the vi- 
bratioa of the voice should act upon the 
tri^ers. One day the scene was peculiarly 
droll j for I had drawn the charges in the 
coui*se of the. morning : — I was, however, 
wicked enough to leave Boots in ignorance of 
this, and to laugh in my sleeve at his tip-toe 
precautions. 

. The country from Lambach to Ried is 
highly cultivated, and there is an air of 
comfort about the peasaatry ;— the women 
wear broad grey beaver hats. The landlord 
of the inn at Ried is a man of respectable 
appearance and manners j — ^I entered into 
conversation with him, and heard a sad ac- 
count of the sufferings of the harmless towns- 
people, from the passage of the hostile armies 
during the late war. 
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We peruse the accounts of victories^ and 
glory, and all that, in the newspapers ; and 
discuss, by our snug firesides in England, the 
merits of different military movements, fire- 
quently without reflecting on the dreadful evils 
which £d11ow in the train of even the most just 
and successful wars. When we consider that 
all armies contain a large proportion of the 
refuse of society; and that, in spite of the 
utmost vigilance on the part of the officers, un- 
offending individuals and families are exposed 
to insult and rapine, we must deeply deplore 
that international disputes are not more fre- 
quently settled vdthout letting '^ slip the 
dogs of war: '' — but it ever has been as it is 
in our day, and moralizing will not change hu- 
man nature. I hear general complaints of the 
badness of the times ; — every thing is cheap, 
but there is very little money in circulation. 

On the 26th, at night, we got to Altheim : 
— I had long been tired of travelling with 
the VetturinOy for he always wished to halt 
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at infericH* houaes :— -be bad beeo very dis- 
obliging, nay insolent^ during the past day^ 
and he brought me, in the evenings to a 
wretched place^ fiQed with low company. I 
remonstrated, and urged him to take me to 
better towns and inns for the future ; but he 
became still more impertinent. I made up 
my mind then, to discharge him :— we were 
not quite half way firom Vienna to Strasboui^, 
and I had already paid the moiety of the sum 
agreed upon for the whole journey ; I there-* 
fore quickly settled the account^ and^ takings 
post-horses, quitted Altheim at five on the 
morning of the 27th. The advantage of 
having my own postHshaise was now evident; 
for, if the carriage, as well as the horses, had 
belonged to the f^etturinoy I should have been 
completely at his mercy. 

I entered the kingdom of Bavaria at the 
extremity of the town of Braunau ; and early 
yesterday morning was comfortably lodged at 
the hotel du Cerfd'or in this capital. 
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Munich is a very noble city, and contains 
many olijecta of great interest ; — ^I have «eea 
as much as my short stay would admit of« 
There is a valuable museum of Brazilian curio* 
sities, collected^ I bdieve, by Prince Maximi- 
lian of Bavaria, during his travels in South 
America, of which he has published a very 
interesting account. 

The King's treasury contains a great number 
of most valuable diamonds and precious 
stones ;— a royal crown (that of ancient Bo^ 
hernia) was pointed out to me, which ooca* 
sioned a war of thirty years' duration j— rthis. 
dazading object of conteiation is pow carefully 
locked up in a gbss*C9^ ; and the heads that 
were aching for it, Site laid low. 

In the Royal chapel a small pocket^altar is 
preserved, which was the companion and 
consolation of the unfoftunale Mary, Queen 
of Scots, in her prison, and until the last 
moments of her existence ; — ^she took it with 
her even to the scaffold, and gave it to a fa-* 
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vorite attendant just before she laid her 
head upon the block :-— it was afterwards 
brought to Munich^ and sold to the Jesuits^ 
and eventually came into the possession of 
the reigning family of Bavaria . 

The royal carriages are extremely hand- 
some; there are also some very elegant sledges 
belonging to the King ; as well as a rich coU 
lection of Turkish trophies ; and many 
saddles and bridles of curious workmanship, 
ornamented with jewels. Several of these 
were presented to the Elector of B^varia^ by 
John Sobieski^ King of Poland^ after the de- 
feat of the Turks before Vienna ; in token 
of his admiration of that Prince's conduct 
throughout the war. 

During one of my walks in the public 
garden ( which is laid out with great taste) I 
had the gratification of seeing the widow of 
Prince Eugene Beauharnais^ son of the 
Empress Josephine, and — at one time-^the 
adopted son of Napoleon. This princess is 
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highly respected, as was her amiable and spi- 
rited partner, of whom she was so prematurely 
bereaved: — she was dressed in deep mourn- 
ing, and accompanied by one of her children. 

The apartments in the King's palace are 
magnificent : the principal theatre is attached 
to the Royal residence j I mean to visit it to- 
night, and shall take my departure after the 
play. 

You shall have another letter, either from 
Strasboui^ or Paris. 

Ever yours affectionately, etc. 



18 
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Pasm, ib\h XaBuary, 18S5. 



My DE411 C***% 

I AM very glad to be able to address you 
from the good city of Paris ; — that grand 
centre of intelligence^ politics^ fashion^ etc.^ 
etc., etc. 

"Where a tilbury^ coach, or a cabnolei — 
*' — As you slip through the mud, on the crowded pat^^ — 
" Runs you down, like a fox, or a stag, or a hare, 
*• Whilst the driTcr . astounds, by his cry of gore , gara ; 

18.. 
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" Where, each morning, a notable plan is laid down 

« For th' employ of the day, in this wonderful town; , 

** Yet, at night, when your tablets yon sagdy look o'er» 

" You find that of sights youVe passed oTer a score ; 

" Where, as yon stroll round the l^alais-Hojral, 

** You're sure to meet Richard, or Thomas, or Hal 

" Or some one you'te known in some hemisphere, 

*' Who holds out his hand, and cries ' What brought ^ou here V 

** Where, what with the lions, acquaintance, and friends, 

" The delightful confusion you live in ne'er ends 

** 'Till at last — ^though you leave aU thu glory with sorrow — 

'* You're obliged to decan^— as I shall, to-morrow. " 

I left Munich at about one in the morning 
of the 3oth of December^ passing, on the 
same day^ through Augsbourg and \]]m ; 
the latter being notorious for the surrender, 
to Napoleon, of the Austrian General, Mack, 
with an army of ( I believe ) thirty thousand 
men. 

The scenery in the kingdom of Wurtem- 
berg is most beautiful : — for miles together 
we drove along the banks of the Neckar, 
whence rise steep hills covered with vine- 
yards. The road from Stuttgardt to Karls- 
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ruhe is exceedingly pleasant j— there is a 
successioo of wood and watev^ castles and 
viiias ; whilst a plump^ round-feced^ happy- 
looking peasantry fill up the picture most 
agreeably.. 

Atdusk^ on the 3*1 st of December, I ar- 
rived at Karlsruhe, the approach to which is 
through an avenue of stately trees : — a 
number of these groves branch ofiFiu different 
directions^ in the form of an open fen, of 
which the Ducal palace represents the handle. 
After rambling about for a while, I proceeded 
on my way, and entered Kehl at three in the 
moraing of the ist January ; — thus finishing 
my German travels with the year. 

Not being allowed to cross the river before 
day-break, I was obliged to wait some hours 
at a petty inn ; where a cup e£ coffee ~ was 
set before me, which I contentedly sipped by 
the kitchen fire-side : — this was far preferable 
to being' kept freezing, as was the case at 
Radziewillow ; and I rejoiced that there was 
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BO Inoroa^ Riisiian Major on the feontief, to 
iheck llie pleainreable ^etkwdotis tiiat pet^ 
vaded in;}r hr6dst^ at tbe idea df s^coidiiig 
H«w-yeQr'$ day ih Fran€9e4 

In due time we passed over the bridge of 
boat^ to tbe FrtHdh Adi 6i tbe Rbl&e :-^in 
an iai^nt kn aotive little man praented 
bimsdfi wbote person iras Adtered by a 
loose, dark-eoloUred fturtont^ with an eoof- 
mous cape: — dofgng bi^ oap, ^^Mtmsieury 
fai Thonneur de vous salue/*, '^ aaid he^ in 
a sbarp^ rapid tokie oS Voice ^ and then pno* 
ceeded to inform m^ that it Would be neces^ 
sary to examine my luggage and passport 
before I could ent^ Stra9b(>urg« 

The difference between the aonorou^ guten 
nwrgeiiy mein herr, to vrhioh gi!eeting I bad 
been so long accustomed^ and the polite salu-*- 
lation of the French Custom-Honse^)iificer, 
was very striking :— I will add that it was an 
agreeable change. It would^ boW^er, be 
unjust to bid adieu to tbe Germans without 
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^ying that I found them^ generally, a quiet, 
yforthy people ^ sober aud indaatrious ; — not 
energetic in their manner, but aoKd as to good 
qualities : I speak more particularly of the 
dass of persons with ¥rhom my position, as a 
hasty traveller, brought me chiefly into com- 
munication. It VI VFell known that in the su- 
pericK* and middle walks of life the Germans 
are a highly cnluvated people; no country 
has produced finar writers, in all branches of 
literature, than Germany; in the capital cities 
and large towns the manners are refined, 
the arts and sciences encouraged, and I 
firmly bdieve that, notwithstanding the 
despotic nature of many of the Governments, 
every man who chooses to follow his vocation 
peaceably is unmolested and protected. 

There was not any difficulty in getting 
through the little formalities concerning my 
baggage, and by eight o'clock in the morning 
I was comfortably seated in an arm-chair, 
before a good fire, in a well-furnished room 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



!^ A JOURNEY 

at the hotel called la Maison^Rouge ^ on 
the Place d'armesy at Straabourg ; the inha- 
bitants of which city speak French and 
German indiscriminately : — the names of 
the streets^ and of persons^ are rather German 
than French. 

I ascended the tower of the celebrated 
cathedral; — ^the whole buildings both ex- 
ternally and internally^ is grand. The view 
from the steeple is most extensive and rich. 
There is a curious geographical dial on the 
parapet of the platform at the top of the 
tower j — ^it points out the direction of each of 
the principal capitals of Europe; so that^ if 
the wind had not been too strong, the air too 
keen, and time too precious^ I might have 
fallen into one of my out-of-the-way re- 
veries, and have brought into mental review 
the great cities of our portion of the globe : 
— I contented myself, however, with run- 
niog my eye along the lines of the dial; and 
then, turning to the Album which is kept 
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in thistoMrer^ I read over the names^ obser- 
vations^ and effusions (both in verse and 
prose) not only of numbers of exalted and 
^fted <2haracter8 who have figured in the 
worlds but of many humble individuals 
yfho, like myself^ had neither titles^ nor 
wit^ nm* merit, to recommend them : — so I 
inscribed my name*^— '^to fortune and to 
fame unknown"— on the airy register, and 
descended to the regions below. 

The tomb of Marshal Saxe, in the Lu« 
theran church, is an interesting monument. 

The common-place details of a journey 
from Strasbourg to Paris would not be worthy 
of your perusal ; and this gay metropolis has 
been so frequently and so well described, 
that it is unnecessary for me to attempt the 
enumeration of its manifold curiosities. 

I am anxiously looking forward to the 
pleasure of seeing you in a very few days. 
Happy, indeed, shall I be on arriving at 
the turn in the road whence the lovely pros- 
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pect buraU upon tbe Mght^ of: the vrodds^ 
qnd bills, ai|4 dal«$ in the neigfalicmrbood of 
Qur little town; — when I descry the white 
spire of H church, in the diataooe, and 
pass by the a^^i^pt AUiey near the yiUage 
of B-:-— I Why hits th^ woi!d--!r-hoiiie — 
he^ so Q^ti iwde the theme .of ptroTcrb and 
q£ song? Why is the term almost haclmeyed ? 
-^hecaiUfCi tliere is no feding so univenal, or 
which finds . so inlrariably an echo in every 
breast, as that which attaches us to the 
abode ^vybich has hoen shared with . those 
we love and honour, and where we have 
enjoyod the society of esteemed and warm^ 
hearted friends. 

I shall Qot bring hack a golden-fleece; 
but I will make you a present of the As- 
trakhan-<;ap, the bear-skin, the lai^e far 
boots, and gloves j which you can^ if you 
should think proper, deposit in some snug 
nook, as elegant trophies of my memorable 
expedition to the Slack Sea. 
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Remember me very kindly to all friends, 
and be assured that I am^ 

Yours most affectionately. 
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CONCLUSION. 



- 'A DBSCRiPTiOK has been given, in the course 
of this work^ of the Duke of Reichstadt^ as 
he appeared at Vienna when in full health 
and spirits, at the age of fourteen . We now 
perform the melancholy task of recording the 
premature decease of that young Prince, 
which took place at Schoenbrunn, whilst 
these humble pages were in the press. 

So much has been written in the journals, 
with regard to the causes which led to the 
fatal malady of the son of Napoleon ; — so 
many statements have been made concerning 
his feelings, and his expiring words, that it 
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would be difficult to cuU the real occur- 
rences out of the inflated reports. In 
one respect^ however, all agree y — namely, 
that a more amiable being never existed : — 
and the only consolation that can be offered 
to those who loved him, is, the reflection that 
he is beyond the reach of the evils to which 
he might have been exposed, had he lived 
longer. 

It has been affirmed that he fostered illu- 
sions as to the 9t^Xjs^ of parties in Fmiice ; a*d 
that hep^t^ tojt^p^wiai^d, 2|n4 to say,^**t- 
I am tl^e great man's 409, iMid I Will <ipett 
theroadtohappuieas ftur my lather's peofile^ 
— What a blessing, if such were raiUy the 
ciset ^ have bew snatched away ere those 
illusions were (dispelled (as they asmi^y 
would have |>cen) by ^e ingratitude and 
selfisbniess of the W4>rld I 

It is more tkamprobab}e that a d^rk cloud 
of evil-doers would have beea conceialed 
)>ehind the effulgent name of Napoleoq ; -*? 
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that the star of his son's destiny would have 
been suffered to shifie^ until it had )igfated-^6 
path to power and riches for those who might 
have «et it up in the political firmament, 
for their own advantage; and t!iat then it 
¥iould hav€ i>eeii 'extinguished by the chilling 
breath of calumny : — he is an Atotrian 
('twould have been said), and vre will not 
have him lio re^gn over us. 

If, on the other hand, those illusions did 
not ekifert; if, —as we are inolihed to believe 
— ha» •education was so judiciously directed 
«s to cause him, whilst he admired the 
glory of his father, to fed thiat his memory 
might be revered, and his reverses deplored, 
without stirring u>p ihe elements of strife to 
enable his ofEspriag to wieM a sceptre, for a 
while, which even his wondrous parent 
•could m)4r retain ;— tb», we must admit that 
the ferielF ekistence of the noble youth vras 
fraught with a ^Bve happiness. Cherished — 
justly cherished — hj all who knew him, he 
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had grown up in the garden of affection ;-* 
and, in the very bloom of life, while yet 
^^ the tender leaves of hope" waved round his 
beauteous head, — ere the rough blast of 
worldly riot blighted the fragile flower, — it 
was gathered by the beneficent hand of Pro- 
vidence. 

The obsequies of the Duke of Reichstadt 
took place on the 24th of July. The " Cor^ 
respondant de Nuremberg^^ in describing 
the affecting ceremony, mentions that it was 
conducted with the comparative simplicity 
which is usual at the funerals of all the mem- 
bers of the Imperial family. 

A division of Hussars preceded one of the 
Imperial carriages ( drawn by six horses ) in 
.which was the Commissary of the Court ; the 
hearse followed, attended on each side by 
torch-bearers, and the procession was closed 
by a detachment of Grenadiers, and another 
.division of Hussars. The streets were 
crowded by multitudes of persons of all ranks, 
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who evinced^ by their sad and jreverential 
demeanour^ the grief which expressed thenx 
on this heart-rending occasion ;-— for the 
amiable qualities of the young Duke had in- 
spired universal esteem^ 

On arriving at the convent of the (]apu- 
chinsy the Court Commissary descended from 
his carriage^ and^ according to ancient usage^ 
knocked at the gate of the church, and^ pro-' 
daiming the name and titles of the deceased 
Prince, demanded that the body might be 
admitted. The Princes and Princesses of 
the Imperial family, as well as the principal 
nobility, were already assembled in the chapel. 
After the solemn service for the dead had 
been performed^ the Princes descended into 
the vault, and looked their last on the shrine 
which contained the, mortal remains of him 
they loved. 

We know the spot wh^e the brazen coffin 
is deposited : — little did we think, when 
pacing the consecrated vaidt of the Capuchin 

"9 
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convent at Vienna^ that the youthftil Prince 
whom we so mnch admired^ would thus early 
be numbered with the illustrious dead. The 
good monk — if he be stiU living^^-^ill now 
have a theme of unusual interest to dilate 
upon^ as he elevates his torch and shews the 
tomb of the Duke of Rdchstadt : — and, as 
the holy father expatiates on, the many ami-* 
able qualities of the departed, the tear will 
flow from the eye of beauty, and the manly 
cheek will not be dry : 

For, IB this dark sepidchml cave. 
And o'er this sacred bier. 
Tears may be shed, e'en by the brave — 
— Napoleon's son sleeps here !... 

The ex-Empress Maria Louisa hastened to 
Schoenbrunn when the perilous stat^ of her 
son was announced to her : she remained with 
him until the last, and returned to Parma 
very shortly after his death. The Emperor 
Francis was deeply ajfected at the loss of his 
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grandson^ for whom he entertained the 
strongest affection.- The following epitaph has 
been inscribed on the tomb of the late Duke^ 
by ord^ of theEonperor of Austria : 

uETERIfiB MSMORIiB 

JOB. CAB. FRANGISCI, DVGI8 BBICH8TADIEN8I8, 

NAPOLEONIS GALLIABUM IMPERAT0BI8 

ET 

MAB. LVDOVICiB ABGH. AUSXRIiB 

FU.II. 
NATI PABI8IIS XX MART. MBCCCXI. 

IN G1TNABULI8 

BEGI8 BOMiB NOMINE 8ALUTATI 

i&TATE, OMNIBUS INGENII C0BP0BI8QUE 

DOTIBUS FLORENTBM. 

PHOCEBA 8TATUBA, YULTU J17VENILITER DEGORO 

8INGULABI 8EBM0NIS COMITATE. 

MILITARIBU8 STUDIIS ET LAB0RIBV8 

MIRE INTENTUM 

PHTHISIS TENTAVIT 

TRISTI88IMA MORS RAPUIT 

IN SUBURBANO AUGUSTOBUM AB PULCHRAM 

FONTEM PROPB VINDOBONAM 

XXII JVUI MSCCCXXXII. 



'9- 
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Which has been thas translated : 

TO THE ETBENAL MEMOET 

OF 

JOSEPH GHAELB8 FBANGI9, DUKE OF REIGHSTADT j . 

SON OF 

NAPOLEON, EMPEEOE OF THE FRENCH, 

AND OF 

MARIA Louisa, archduchess of Austria, 

BORN at PARIS XX MARCH MDCCCXI. 

IN HIS CRADLE 

HE WAS HAILED BY THE TITLE OF 

liiNG OF ROME. 

HE WAS ENDOWED WITH EVERT FACULTY 

AND ADVANTAGE, BOtH O^ 

MtND AND BODlr. 

HIS STATURE WAS TALL, HIJS COUNTENANCE 

ADORNED WITH ALL THE CHARMS OF YOUTH, 

AND HIS CONVERSATION FULL 

OF AFFABILITY. 

HE DISPLAYED AN ASTONISHING CAPACITY FOR 

STUDY, AND THE EXERCISES OF 

THE MILITARY ART. 

ATTACKED BY PULMONARY DISEASE, 

HE WAS CARRIED OFF, BY A MOST LAMENTABLE DEATH, 

AT 8CH0ENBRUNN, NEAR VIENNA, 

XXII JULY MDCCCXXXII. 
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This luomimental inscription conveys, in a 
few words, the perfect representation of the 
mental and personal qualifications of the de- 
ceased Prince ; and it agrees with our de- 
scription of what he was, and what he pro- 
mised to be, at fourteen : — it appears too, 
that he inherited the military genius of his 
feiher. 

V,Atas, September 4839. 



FINIiS. 
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ITINERARY 

PROM CALAIS TO ODESSA *. 



NAMES OF PLAGIS. 


FRBirCH 
POSTEfl. 


GERMAN 
MILES. 


KV8SUV 


EirOLXbB 
MILES. 


Gala^ to GraTeUnes. 


3 






43 4/8 


Dunkcatpie. 


«4A 






44 4/4 


^er«ws. 


i i/9 






6 3/4 


CasM. 


8 4/8 






44 4/4 


BaUl^iil. 


8 va 






44 4/4 


Ann^li^. 


i 4/8 






6-3/4 


Line, 


8 3/4 






48 4/8 


Pont k Tressin. 


1 






4 4/8 


Tommai, 


4 3/4 






8 


Lea^« 


^ 




. 


9 


Ath, 


4 4/8 






6 3/4 


F"ghifHi 


8 4/4 






40 


Hal. 


4 3/4 






9 



* AFraicli;iO4l0u« veryminute frwjtion nywe Una • Gtfnum mik, ^pMl 
to fonr Eaglufa nulci «im|« |ntf; die Fraicfa potle m^ the Genuni^eha^ 
therefore hccncdenlated v the lune dutaaec, tbrongfaoat the journey iov««iMi 
retaming« The RoMin wente u nthcr more thui hdf an Eoglaih mik ; eifht 
wtfrsfMartc^toaFrcneb^fe^aGcmuu^iae, or «w Snetuh iwl<s evA 
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ITINERARY. 





FRENCH 


GERMAN 


RUSSlAir 


ENGLISH 


VAMES OF PLACES. 


PCMTES. 


MlLEd. 


wsntfes. 


MILES. 


Hal to Btl17XELI.ES. 


S 1/2 






11 1/4 


Gortwbel«. 


«l/4 






10 


Loavain. 


i 1/2 






6 3/4 


Tiriemonl. 


fi 1/4 






10 


Saintrtrdnd. 


2 1/4 






10 


Tongres. 


2 1/2 






11 1/4 


Maestrickt. 


2 






9 


AixIaChapdle. 


4 






18 


3ulien. 




3 V^ 




14 1/2 


Bergheinl. 




2 1/a 




ii 1/4 


Cologne. 




3 




13 1/2 


Langenfild. 




3 




13 1/2 


Solingen^ 




2 




9 


Elberfeld. 




2 




9 


Scfawdm. 




2 




9 


Hagcn. 




2 1/4 




10 


Iseriohn. 




2 1/2 




11 1/4 


Wiflibani. 




I 1/2 




11 1/4 


Ahrensberg. 




2 3/4 




12 1/2 


Meschede. 




2 1/2 




11 1/4 


Brilon. 




3 




13 f/2 
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*99 



VAUU OF PLACES. 


Fuaca 

Tonus, 


GERMAN 
KIUES. 


RUSSIAN 
WERSTES. 


ENGLISH 
MILES. 


Brikm to Bredlar. 




fi f/4 




40 


Aroben. 




3 




43 4/fi 


WestafffeD. 




3 




43 4/1 


Hessen Cassel. 




8 4/5 




44 4/4 


Hdu. 




fi 




» 


Walbourg. 




< V4 




5 


BisdiauscD* 




fi 




t 


Netra. 




< 3/4 




8 


Eisenadi. 




3 




43 4/1 


Gotha. 




3 4/2 




46 


Erfurt. 




3 




43 4/e 


WaiMp. 




3 




49 4/8 


£ekhartsb«rgen. 




3 l/S 




46 


Namburg. 




S 3/4 




4S 4/2 


Weisaenfefls. 




3 1/4 




40 


Latzen. 




fi 




9 


Lcipiig. 




fi l/S 




44 4/4 


Wuneh. 




3 




43 4/9 


Luppe. 




S 




9 


Oscbau. 




i i/4 




5 


Klappendorf. 




S 




9 
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FUNCft 


GERMAN 


RUSSIAN 


ENGLISH 


VA.WU QF l^LACES. 


P08TB8. 


MILES. 


BnSRSTBS. 


MILES. 


KlappcodorftoMeiasen. 




i 4/2 




6 3/4 


Daudsv* 




3 




43 4/8 






5 </a 




46 


BautxeBorBudianiL. 




3. </a 




46 


Lobaiu 




3 




43 4/8 


Goiiits^ 




3 V* 




44 4/8 


Waldau. 




3lI/4 




44 4/2 


BttozUw. 




3 




43 4/8 


Haynaa. 




3 3/4 




46 3/4 


Liegnitz. 




«4/3 




44 4/4 






4 4/4 




49 


Breslaa 




4 4/4 




49 


OUatt. 




3 4/a. 




46 


Brieg. 




S 




9 


ScliiergasU 




3 




43 4/8 


Oppdn. 




8 3/4 




48 4/8 


Gr:SteeUU. 




5 * 




22 4,^8 


Tost. 




8 4/4 




40 


TarnowiU. 




3 f/a 




46 


KoDigshutte. 1 


8 4/4 




40 


DxieckowiU. 




3 f/a 




*6 
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NAMV OF PLiLCKS. 


FRBNCB 
FOSTBS. 


GERMAN 
MILES. 


BuasiAN 

WERSTES. 


ENGLISH 
MILES. 


DzieckowiU to Kraoow 










orKrakan. 




8 




36 


WidicBka. 




3 




43 4/8 


Gdow. 




fi 




9 


Bodmia. 




S i/4 




ia 


Brxesko. 




8 




• » 


WoynicM. 




8 




d 


Tamow. 




8 




d 


Pilznow. 




3 




43 4/8 


Bembucia* 




8 




9 


Szendissow. 




3 




43 4/8 


Bzesiow. 




3 




43 4/8 


Lancat. 




8 




9 


PnewMski. 




3 




43 4/8 


Jaroslaw. 




8 




9 


Badynmo. 




8 




9 


Phiemysl. 




3 




43 4/S 


Czecbiny. 




8 




9 


Bloscisko. 


» 


8 




9 


Sandowa Wiznia. 


# 


8 




9 


Grodek. 




3 




43 4/8 
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3oa 



mraaiART. 





F1V1IC9 




KKBUX 


ij 




MWTBS, 


9IIWE9. 


WERSTBS. 




Orodek U Bartatow. 








9 


Lembeng. 








9 


Oaija. 








<3l/t 


Podhi^GzU. 




' A 




9 


Olsiamoi. 








9 


Zlocnyyr. 








9 


PodhoKce. 








9 


Brody* 








13 1/8 


"iUidiiewinow 








9 


Podbwte 1 
Katerimbourg S 




7 ifl 


60 


35 3/4 


Jampol. 




3 3/4 


30 


17 


Alt KoDstantiiiow. 




10 


80 


45 


Nova KoDStantinow. 




8 ^4 


70 


39 1/4 


Litin. 




5 


40 


22 1/2 


Jusven. 




3 3/4 


30 


17 


Verschilifka. 




8 4/2 


20 


11 1/4 


Krasoa. 




« 


15 


9 


Tulczyn. 




5 


40 


22 1/2 



* Rnsdan frontier.— Tke folloifing rontr u tli«t taken by the Jews ; and u 
shorter tLan the regular post road. 
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3o3 



NAMB8 OF PLACES, 


FAENCH 
P0STB8. 


GBILMAN 
MILES. 


RUSSIAN 
WBHSTES. 


ENGLISH 
MILES. 


Tulczyn to Veqierfki. 




4 4/4 


35 


49 4/4 


Chichilik. 




4 1/4 


35 


49 4/4 


Balm. 




4 1/4 


35 


49 4/4 


Anani. 




4 1/4 


35 


49 4/4 


Shiraif. 




4 1/4 


35 


49 4/4 


Baranciw. 




6 4/4 


50 


28 


Pototski. 




4 4/4 


35 


49 4/4 


Odessa. 




3 


S5 


43 4/8 




45 3/4 


307 4/5 


670 


4,589 3/4 



Say 45 3/4 French Postes. 
307 4/S German Miles. 



Total, 353- 4/4, at four English miles and a half eacht=4, 589 3/4 
English Miles, firom Calais to Odessa, by thb roale. 
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FROM ODESSA TO CALAIS. 



NAMES OF PULGBS. 


FRENCH 
P08TES. 


GERMAir 
MILES. 


RUSSIAR 
WERSTES. 


ENGLISH 
MILES. 


Odessa to Dalmick. 




S 


45 


9 


Tederibofka. 




3 


25 


43 4/2 


Kozorgan. 




3 f/8 


27 


45 3/4 


Terespol. 




3 3/4 


29 


46 3/4 


Mojaiesky. 




fi 


45 


9 


Gregoriopolsky. 




S 3/4 


22 


42 4/2 


Dubosar. 




2 4/8 


24 


4 4 4/4 


SegorUtzki. 




2 V2 


20 


44 4/4 


Waneska. 




2 3/4 


22 


42 4/2 


Lipetzko* 




3 


23 


43 4/2 


Balta. 




3 


25 


43 4/2 


Perenco. 




2 V4 


48 


40 


Olgopol. 




2 


45 


9 


Sabokritscka. 




2 VS 


24 


4 4 4/4 


Sayinere. 




3 4/4 


26 


44 4/2 


Tulcxyn. 




3 4/2 


28 


46 


Bareslo. 




2 4/4 


47 4/2 


40 


Nemerow. 




2 


47 


9 



20 
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ITINERARY. 





FRENCH 


GERMAN 


RUSSIAN 


ENGLISH 


NAMES OF PLACBS. 


FOSTfiS, 


MILES. 


WERSTBS. 


MILES. 


Nemerow td Vorioyiia. 




2 V2 


81 


11 1/4 


Yenicie. 




8 3/4 


88 


18 1/8 


LitiD. 




3 V« 


8S 4/8 


15 3/4 


Takowei. 




8 


16 1/2 


9 


* Lctitschen. 




2</2 


80 1/8 


11 1/4 


MUibosi. 




8 


15 1/8 


9 


Mazowzi. 




a 


16 


9 


Proskowa. 




8 i/i 


17 1/2 


10 


Sopaknieze, 




8 i/$ 


80 


11 1/4 


Slaro-Konstantinow. 




8 4/2 


81 


11 i/4 


Brikeriina. 




3 i/A 


25 1/4 


14 1/2 


Sarlowa. 




3 V4 


25 1/4 


14 1/2 


Bilotina, 




8 1/4 


17 1/8 


10 


Ostrow. 




1 3/4 


13 1/8 


8 


Gulchia. 




8 i/i 


80 1/8 


11 1/4 


Warkowielz. 




8 V2 


21 


11 1/4 



* From LetitAchen to Staro-Konstantinow there b another road of 6o werstes ; 
it is not the regular Port-Road , but is in general prcfierred an aooount of 
a saiPing of 3o werstes i — the route mentioned in the itinerary being go werstes. 
We went round because, much rain hating fidlen, the mud was to be dreaded 
on the shorter road. 
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3o7 



NAMES OF PLACES. 


FBBNCH 
POSTES. 


GKftttAN 
MILES. 


RUSSIAN 

WERSTES. 


BNGLISE 
MILES. 


Wariowiielz to Dubno. 




2 f/4 


48 


40 


WcrbY. 




2 4/2 


49 4/2 


44 4/4 


KamenWerby. 




i 4/4 


40 4/2 


6 


♦BacfaJewiUow, 




2 4/2 


20 4/2 


44 4/4 


Brody* 




2 




9 


Podhorce. 




3 




43 4/2 


2I0CKIW. 




2 




9 


Olszabica. 




2 




9 


Podhaycrik. 




2 




9 


GaiJA. 




2 




9 


I.emberg. 




3 




43 4/2 


BarUttow. 




2 




9 


Grodek. 




2 




9 


Saiidowa Wiznia. 




3 




43 4/2 


Moscisko. 




2 




9 


Czechiny. 




2 




9 


Praemysl. 




2 




9 


Badynmb. 




3 




43 4/2 


Jaroslaw. 




2 




9 



* Crosii the frontier, into Gallitzia, Austria. 



20.. 
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rrlNERARt. 



*'™^ 


FBENCH 


GBEMAN 


RUSSIAN 


ENGLISH 


NAMES OF PLAGES. 


VOSTBS. 


VILBS. 


WERSTES* 


MILES. 






2 




9 


Lancut. 




3 




43 4/2 


ResKOw* 




S 




9 


Siendiszow. 




3 




43 4/2 


Dembiscxa. 




3 




43 4/2 


Pilznow. 




8 




9 


Tarnow. 




3 




43 4/2 


Woynicse. 




S 




9 


Bneako. 




S 




9 


Bochnia. 




S 




n 


Gdow. 




2 1/4 




40 


Mogilany or Mislenice. 




S 




9 


Izdebnik. 




2 




9 


Wadowitze. 




3 




43 4/2 


kcnty. 




3 




43 4/2 


BieliCz. 




2 




9 


Slcotschau. 




3 




43 4/2 


Teschen. 




2 




9 


Friedeck. 




3 




43 4/2 


Freyberg. 




2 




9 


Neu Titschein. 




2 




9 
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3o9 



NAMES OF PLACES. 


FRENCH 
POSTES. 


GBfMkV 
MILES. 


RUSSIAN 
WERSTES. 


ENGLISH 
MILES. 


Nea Titscfaeiii 










toWaskirchcn. 




3 




13 l/S 


Ober AjugieU. 




3 




43 l/S 


OSktOtM. 




2 




» 


ProstnitJ.. 




S^: 




9 


WisGliau. 




3 




13 VS 


Posonili; 




S 




9 


Bniim. 




s. 




9 


Reygero. 




s 




9 


PocfaorliU. 




^ 




9 


Nikobberg. 




3 




43 f/2 


Poysdopf. 




9 




9 


WQlfendorf. 




SI 




9 


Gannasdorf. 




8 




9 


Wolkendorf. 




S 




9 


Stammersdorf. 


f 


% 




9 


WiEH 01 VIENNA. 




fi 




9 


Borkendorf. 




2 




9 


Sieghardskirchen. 




2 




9 


PerscUing. 




3 




43 4/a 


Stint Polten. 




2 




9 
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ITINERARY. 





FREMfSH 


OSBKAN 


RU88IAS 


EKGLISH 


NAMES OF PLACES. 


fOSTES. 


muB^. 


WEBSTB8. 


MILES. 


Saint Folt^n to McOk. 




3 




13 4/8 


Kemmellxdi. 




3 




43 1/8 


AmsteCten. 




3 




43 4/S 


StramibGrg. 




3 


• 


43 4/8 


Em. 








9 


ieii.tnmi1iw4Mm 








9 


Wels. 








48 


Lambacii. 








9 


Unteifaaag. 








49 


Ried. 








9 


Altheiiii. 








43 4/8 


Braunau. 








9 


Markd. 








9 


Altotling. 




3 




43 4/8 


Ampfling. 




3 




43 4/8 


Haag. 




3 




43 4/8 


Hf^enluideD. 




8 




9 


Pandorf. 




8 




9 


MuirCHEir or Mukigh. 




S 




9 


Schwabhuusen. 




3 




43 4/8 


Eurasbourg. 




3 




43 4/S 
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3ii 


NAMES OP PLAGES. 


VEENCH 
POST^S. 


GERMAN 
MII.ES. 


RUSSIAN 
WERSTES. 


ENGLISH 
MILES. 


Eurasf). to Augsbourg. 




S V2 




44 4/4 






3 




43 4/9 


Giinsboorg. 




5 i/^ 




46 


Ulm. 




9 


. 


43 4/ft 


liQizhausen. 




IS 




9 


Geblingen. 




» 




9 


Goepping^. 




a 




9 


PloduogeD. 




s 




9 


Stiittprd^. 




3 




43 4/9 


EnzweihingeiK 




13 




43 4/2 


Pforz|ieiin. 




3 




43 4/S 


Wilfertingen. 




4 4/» 




6 3/4 


Kaelseube. 




S 




9 


EtOiogeD. 




4 




4 4/2 


Bastadt 




S 




9 


StoUhofen. 




s 




9 


Biscbofsbeim. 




s 




9 


KM. 




2 




9 


Crofs the Rhine on a bridgi 










of boats to 










Strasbourg. 




4 4/2 




6 3/4 
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ITINERART. 





FBSVCH 


ataMAM 


EUSSIAN 


ENGLISH 


NAMES OP PLACES. 


POSTES. 


MILES. 


WEB8TES. 


MILES. 


Straabourg to lUenheim. 


S 






9 


Wasloiine. 


4 il% 






6 3/4 


SaYerne. 


i 3/4 






8 


Pfalzburg. 


i 1/? 






6 3/4 


Honimarting. 


1 






4 4/8 




i 






4 4/t 


Heming. 


1 






4 4/8 


Blamont. 


S 






9 


B^aameuil. 


s 






9 


LuneriUe. 


i 3/4 






8 


Domballe. 


S4/2 






44 4/4 


Nancy. 


S 






9 


Ydaiae. 


i V2 






6 3/4 


Toul. 


i V2 






6 3/4 


Layc. 


4 i/i 






6 3/4 


Voyd. 


4 4/2 






6 3/4 


Saint-Aobin. 


4 3/4 






8 


Ligny. 


4 




» 


4 4/2 


Bar-le-Duc. 


S 






9 


Saodrapt. 


4 4/8 


1 


6 3/4 


Saint-Dizier. 


4 4/2 






6 3/4 
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NAMES OF PLACES. 


VKEirCB 
POSTES. 


OKBMAN 
MILES. 


EUSSIAN 
WERSTES. 


ENGLISH 


St.DiziertoLongGhamp. 


14/2 






6 3/4 


ViUy 8UF Marne. 


S 






9 


La Chausfee. 


S 






9 


ChAlons sor Marne. 


s 






9 


JaloDS. 


fi 






9 


Bpcmay. 


9 






9 


Port Ik Binscm. 


S 






9 


0(miiaiis. 


4 






4 4/9 


Paroy. 


i i/9 






6 3/4 


Chateau-Thierry. 


i 






4 4/9 


La Fenne de Paris. 


i */a 






6 3/4 


La Fert^ sous Jouarre. 


9 






9 


St.-JeaD les S Jumeaux. 


i 






4 4/8 


Meaux. 


i i/9 






6 3/4 


Glayes. 


S 






9 


Bondy. 


s 






9 


PABIS. 


i i/% 




• 


6 3/4 


Saint-Denis. 


1 






4 4/9 


MoiseUes. 


i «/8 






6 3/4 


Beaumont sur Oise. 


4 4/2 






6 3/4 


Puisseux. 


4 4/4 






5 
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ITINERARY. 






NAMES OF PLACES. 


FEENCH 
POSTES. 


GERMAN 
MILES. 


RUSSIAN 
WERSTES. 


ENGLISH 
MILES. 


FliisseBX to Noailles. 


4 4/2 






6 3/4 


BeauTfeis. ;. 


i 3/4 






8 


Marseflle. 


2 4/4 






40 


GraiidfilU|en. 


4 4/4 






6 


Poix. 


4 3/4 






8 


Airaines. 


2 4/2 






44 4/4 


AbbetiUe. 


2 4/4 






10 


NottTion. 


4 4/2 




. 


6 3/4 


Nampant. 


2 






9 


MoDtreuilsur Mer. 


4 4yS 






6 3/4 


Connont. 


4 4/2 






6 3/4 


Samet. 


4 






4 4/a 


Boulogoe sur Mer. 


2 






9 


Marquise. 


4 3/4 






8 


Haut Bui^son. 


4 






4 4/8 


Calais. 


4 4/2 






6 3/4 




94 4/2 


325 4/4 


776 4/2 


4888 4/4 
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RECAPITULATION. 



From Odessa to Calais, 
by Vienna and Paris, 94 <;2 French postes. 
325 1/4 German miles. 

Total 419 3/4. op 4,888 1/4 English miles. 

From Calais to Odes- 
sa by Brussels, Dres- 
den, etc 45 3/4 French postes. 

307 1/S German miles. 

Total 3531/2, or 1,589 3/4 ditto. 

Difference. . 2^ 1/2 English mUes. 
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NOTE. 



The safest and most convenient plan^ 
with respect to money, is, to obtain from 
Messrs. Henries, Farquhar, and Co., Bankers, 
of London (or any other house who may 
have made similar arrangements ), some of 
their circular exchange notes; which are 
made out in even sums from £ 20 sterling 
upwards, and are payable at more than one 
hundred and fifty different places in Europe 
and the Levant. These notes are to be ob- 
tained on paying into the hands of the Lon- 
don Banker whatever sum the traveller may 
think proper. A printed plan is given with 
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the Dotes ; and a general letter of order ad- 
dressed to the different agents of the house, 
which ^^ whilst it serves to identify, also gives 
the traveller a claim to any attention or good 
offices that he may stand in need of." This 
is certainly very useful ;— of course. these let- 
ters of order have not all the force of special 
letters of introduction ; but it is pleasant to 
know that, in every place of note, one has a 
right to apply to respectable parties for in- 
formation. 

The following particulars relative to the 
trionies bf the different countries passed 
through by the author, are extracted from 
memoranda made at the moment, and are 
given for the benefit of those who may be 
going over this same ground. It is not pro- 
fessed to give every denomination of money, 
but merely to state the relative value of duch 
as comes into general use in travelling. 
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NOTE. 3 19 

Prance. —20 sols or 100 centimes^=i franc or lod, 
sterling. 

Prussia i — la pfennings^s^i silhergros, 
3o silbergras^sst thaler. 
li^gudehgroS^i thaler^ 
5 thalers and 18 or 19 silhergros are equal to 

I friederich's d'or, 
5 thalers and ifi or 14 guden gros (or honsgros) 

are equal to i friedirich's d'or. 
The thaler \s worth about 3 francs 81 cen- 
times of France, or say Zs, 2</. English. 

Saxony. — ^The same as Prussia ; excepting i\\AX they count 
always in guden gros ( hons gros ) ; and, as 
the two frontiers are passed and repassed, 
the traveller is exposed to loss, unless he be 
prepared with a stock of the small money of 
each state. 

Austria.— 60 guden kreutzers'^i guden florin. 

4 guden florins and 3o, 36 or l^o guden 

kreutzers are equal to i ducat, 
1 1 paper florins and 3o to 34 kreutzers are 

equal to 1 ducat. 
The paper-money is worth about a/5 of the gii- 
dengelt : — thus, the silver {guden gelt) florin 
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is worth about a francs 5o centimes of France, 
or 25. to 25. id. English ; and the yalue 
of the ^perjlorin is about i franc of France 
or lod. English : these difierences occasion 
much confusion to the foreign trareller. The 
Jhrin is divided into pieces called zwanzi- 
gen, or pieces of twenty guden kreuizers ; 
and these are subdivided into half and quar- 
ter swanzigers ; this is the most conyenient 
change to take. It is necess«*y to see that 
your ducats be of the full weight. 

Russia.— I oo kopeks^asi rouble. 

The silver rouble is equal to three paper roU' 
bles and 70 kopeks y or Zs* id. English. 
The paper rouble is equal to lod. EngUsh 
or I franc of France ; — the kopeks vef^ve&eal 
the centimes ; thus 10 kopeks are equal to 
about a sols of France or a penny English. 



i 



} 



^ 



.'?■ 



. x/ 



Digitized by 



Godgle 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



